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Liche Freunde,

There are those of you whose early experiences with the German language
have left vou deeply scarred. Frau What's-it chalking declensions on the
blackboard, covering vour tests with red Xs, barking, “der, die, das,” into
the ominows quiet of the classroom,

There are athers of you who have always wanted to speak German, to read
Goethe and Rilke in the original, to reside in the Alps, converse with the
Iocals, make friends, and learn about German art and culture as vou travel
through Switzerland or Austria. What prevented you? For maost af you, it
was not the eruption of a volcano directly beneath the shelf of German
grammar books in vour living room that thwarted vour linguistic ambi-
tioms: You balked at diphthongs, cases, and genders.

We all know the benefits of learning to speak another language, New
languages enable us to tap into the literary, philosdphical, and cultural
riches of societies that would otherwise remain obscure. IUs true: Learning
languages expands horizons and opens doors. Not only will this book
guide your tongue through the pronunciation of difficult German saunds,
itwill gently and personably provide you with the vocabulary vou need to
maneuver your way deftly through situations you may encounter should
you ever make your way to Austria, Switzerland, or the Bundesrepublik,

Of course, before vou try to read Freud in the original, vou should prob-
ably learn some basic communication skills. By the time vou finish
reading this book, vou will be able to tell vour taxi or bus driver where
vou want to go when you arrive at a German airport; vou will be able 10
ask for the room with a Rhein-side view at a hotel; vou will be able to
cape, auf Deatsch, with the mundane problems you are bound to encoun-
ter as a traveler in a foreign country. Your journcy—the one you make
through this book into a new language —can be enjovable, instructive,
and relatively painless. So stop making the same old excuses in English
andd start learning 1o introduce vourself, (o give your opinions, and to get
what vou want in Genman, IVs easier than vou think,

Viel Glock und viel Spafi,
Alice Miiller

stephan Miiller
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alio.

Gouten Tay.

Cuten Abend.

[ch helpe...

Wie hetfen Set

Wie geht es [heen [din)?
Sehr gut.

Gane gut.
Avfwiedersehen.
Twchiif.

Els morgen.

Dacl ish rmich vorstelen?
wein Mame ist..

Es foewt mich, lhre Bekannesachaft
2u machen.

Greetings

hd-loh

Aewe-fuden Nithik

Fovw-tufta ah-teril

IH fay -5l

W hury-jpkn Ter

W FTFE OF er-ruing feloeR )

spR et

FANEE gt

v vep-d b R -zep-duchn

Lrhaeis

Bis ik guie

AARF M eniff fpR-siete-fiehin 2

e ingh-nuh it

&5 front wiiH, ee-Ruk bubi-kArt-shAft
Py rHA-Hun

Hl,

Hello,

GCood evening.

My mame s

Wheat i» wour name?
Howr are you?

Yery well.

Lhkay.

Goode.

Bye.

TN e

May 1 introduce mysel(?
My name Is...

It is & pleasare b rnake your acquaintance.

Das ¥ergnigen 151 ganz auf meiner  d4s fR-ghiitgguim D gAnis swlimap-neh®  The Pleasure is mine.

Kalke.

leh Tukle yuich schilecht.
Ich habe Bauchschmerzen.
Ikh habe fahnschmerzen.
ek hiatwe Eopfschmerzen.

W finde ich vin ofentliches Telehon ?

Ichy Dlute,

Ich halw cine Verstopfung,
MIr ist wchlecht.

Ich kanm nichk schlafen.
BAIE Eul Alley wely,

[ch bln {ls und fertig.

Arp-ferky

Your Hedqith

IR fiih-lech miH shieHe

itt hah-taih boweH-sharae B -teahin
iI hah-inif Isahn-siveR-Lickn
il frarh-treile kopfshmed-tiufte

I ie-tulr

i fal-buir ay-nuh ER-shtee ooy
el it shleHE

ifl kA miflE shld-fuie

HeeR ewl A-fuhs vy

i1 bin fiks son! feR-tild

Wle Lst das wWetter?
Dias Warter st scbleclit,
Dias Werter st schiin.

What Time Is It?

whiewviel Uheist es?  vee-feel owl Lof ol
€5 L5t pri-tul- At

s st Miftemache.

i ist hiktay. €5 ist pri-Letk

What tieme is it?
It is nidoight.
It is nopom.

vl fin-duf (5 ayn o-fentli- Hubs b Tep-folm

| feel bad.

1 have a stomach ache.
Thave a toothache.
Thave a headache.
Where s 2 public 1elephone”
I am blezding.

1 am oonstipaked.

I am mausecus.

[ vant sleep.

[ hurt everywhene.

[ am totatly cxhausted.

The Weather

L EER T Hovw 15 1he weather®
Ay vweiuliR st shleCHE  The wealber is bad,
di s ve-luhR (5t 2hin The westiher b Beautiful.




Important Questions

Wi ist dle americanische Botschali? wer Lot dee af-mey-Ree-kAaf-shiut dot-chA b Where is the Améerlcan Embassy?

Sprechen Sle (sprichst Ju) Englissh? siple-Huia zor (shpRitsE dow) an-ghisi

Konmen Sc mlr helfen?

Wo L5t das Krankenhaus?
Welches Auto empEchlen Sle mikr*
Wao Lst der Elngang?

Wo kst der Ausgang’

Wo slodd dke Taxis?

Wo st die Bushaliesielle?

G bk es Todletten in der Mabes?
Welchen Bus mehmen Sle?

1o welche Bichiug [t der Bus?

Wo wolinen Sle?

Woher kommen Sic?
Wizvic] kostet..,?
Wekhen Reruf haben Sie?
[ch komme aus Amerika,

hG-aita zer ek el fiabin
Voh ist dAs kfn-fu bt Hoos

wel-FFufts ou-toh ooy diehin 2o meelt

voh i deyR aym-pd Ay

voh isf deyl ons-pAay

Vol 3 doe faf-Fices

vok ist dere toes—fal-frhiclite-luh
Eipt 5 bourh-de-techin iR depR Jih- ik
wvel-Huhim boes meyruhn Zee

i wel-Huh Rifl-faory fatki deyR boos

Do you speak Ennglish?

Can you help we?

Where 35 e fospleal?

Which car de woul recommend?
Where it the entrance?

Where is the exit?

Where are the taxis?

When: is 1he bus stop?

Are there tollets nearky?
Which bus are vou taklng?

[ which direction s the bus poing”

Making Conversation

it voli-muher zee

w-feR ko-rnhm zee

wor-fiet kostubl

wet-Huln berewf hat-fadhier Tee
i ke-rmuh s eeritell-Ree -kl

Where do you live?

Where are you [coming] from?
Honw much is...7

Yhat's your [rofessbon

| 2 Eran Amenica.

[ch komme &us den Yersinigten Staaten, i fi-vail ous deym feR-ap-mi-fubiet shiabi-efn [ am from the Dnived $ates.

fch spreche #in blpchen Crutsch.
Bitte.

Vielen Dank.

Sagen Sic mal...

Ehrlich gesagt...

s geht schon.

Tut mir leid.

leider noin.

Becht halen Sie.

Es mpacht kelnen Unterschied, .
E= 15t mir gleivh...

s zuviel ist, 15t zuvlel?

Sind S5ie [Blst du) daran intereslast. 7

Ich hasse vs,

Ich verabschave das.

Es b5t langwriliy,

Dhas ist mmlr Worst.

Cuatsch!

[*a5 i3t grauvenhaft!

Ex= 15t fantastlsh?

Es ist schlin!

Hali die Klappe.

Ich bhe werrdcke nach dir.

Tt ek igh.

1.af mich in Ruhe

Mach mich nickn an.
Mensch!

Gehen wiz zu Jir exder 20 mie?
eh pendnige...

[ch hitte gem...

Ich Lrauche...

Ich welfi Tcht, wo icks bin-
Entschuldigen Sle.
Entschuldlgung.

Ich hiabe Sie nicht werstamden.
Ich verstehe nlcht.

Sprechen Sic langsamer, Mite.
Wat halen Sie gesagt?
Wiederholen 5le, birte,

M spRe-In apr inis-Flert vl
Bi-fuk

foe-tufrr dAnk

trfi-garhie e ratl

eltR-ItH pur-zafke

o5 frv! shenhi

tewel el fapt

{ay=ufR nuyn

e HE heth-lnafin e

25 MACHE krp-inatmr opa-fulid. iRt

oz ixt el plavH
vA Doewe-fered (58, I tsewefieel

i17 faserhi es

IH feR-p-sioymiir ddA
r5 i5{ LArg-vetps lHH
s laf weeR vooltst
kvrish

ehrs it plor-om-fuA
oF 5L fAm-tAs-risk

#5 I5E SRy

hAlE dre KLA-pioh

i1 i fe-Raikt nACH deekl
tH [ee-bush 4

tax RIH i fuh-kub
mALH rriH mifE A
mieresh

FOF- Pt wafl 1o deeR ediiR Deme rpeed

1H buk-ndh-fee-gridr

iH Ind-tufr gek

iH bene-"Hieh

M viays mifir, vak iH Bl
ertfes i clie-guher Zoe
errl-shao-dre- ik

IM hah-tmh 2 miHt feR-shedre-dubir

IH feR-shtey-hech milht

strpRe-Hur 2o PAMK-ZaR-rRehE, Pi-tui

Va5 hah-bulne 2ee grf-zahke
vee-deR-ferh-lghirt 2oe, bi-tule

sint 2ee (Bist dewd ot Mo ler-tufi-Re-secRe

[ypreak 2 litnle Gierman.
Measa.

Many thanks.

Tell me...

To kel the trath.- ..
Iveryihing's line.

1 am sormy.
Lnforunately not.
Yau're right.

[t mikes o difference. .
It 1% the same bo me...
Enough is enough’

Are you interested o poing. . ?
I hate It.

| abominate that-

M 15 bering.

1 don't care,

Mamisemse!

That is hwrellike!

It i% fantasthc!

[1 15 beautifull

Shut up

1 am crazry abowt pou.

I kv you.

Leave e alone.

Don't mess with me,
Man?

Yoaue place or mine?

[ need...

[ wimadd like...

Foeed. .

1 1wt kneow where 1 am.
Exouse me (formial ),
B e,

| didn't hear you.

1 don't understand.
Fleace speak more slowly
What Jid wou say?
Flease repeat (whiat you just =aid]-
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FOREWORD

German does not generdly have the reputation of being an easy language to learn. Just ask Mark
Twain. Well, maybeit'salittle late to ask Mark Twain, but you can—and maybe aready
have—taken alook at hiswdl-known essay entitled “The Awful German Language.” There he
discusses—tongue in cheek, of course—some of the intricacies of German grammar that make
learning German appear to be s0 formidable to the native spesker of English.

Take for example the notion of grammatica rather than naturd gender for nouns. Why, asks Mark
Twain in mock horror, isthe word for “girl” in German neuter while the word for “turnip” is
feminine? How can atree be malg, its buds femde, and its leaves reuter? In Twain's view, the



famous—or perhaps infamous—German habit of creeting |-o-n-g compound words out of many
smaller components yielded not words, but “aphabetical processions’ so extensive that they cry out
for the pergpective exercises of avisud artist. And, asfor the multiple possibilities that exist for
adjective endings, Twain reported that while in Heidelberg he once heard a student from Cdlifornia
say that he would rather decline two drinks than one German adjective!

But Twain's witty little essay, and whatever €se you might have heard about how hard it is supposed
to be to learn German, need not strike fear into your hearts now that you have this book. The
Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning German on Your Own introdLces the motivated reader to
the sdlient features of the language effectively, with alight touch and in an easy-to-remember format.

But remember, no book can do it done. The motivated learner is an essentia part of the equation.
My years of teaching German at every level from first grade to college and beyond have made it
clear to me that motivation is the key to learning. And there are many very good reasons to be
moativated to learn German—Germany's economic dominance in Europe, its culture and civilization,
the literature to be read in the origind, and the pleasures of travel in German-speaking countries, to
name afew.

With this book at your digposd, you can laugh derisvely at Mark Twain's disheartening comment
that a gifted person ought to be able to learn English (excluding spelling and pronunciation) in 30
hours, French in 30 days, and German in 30 years. In fact, very soon you'l be able to tell your
friends—in German—just how far off the mark Twain wad

LOISN. FEUERLE, M.A., PH.D.
COORDINATOR OF COURT INTERPRETING SERVICES
NEW YORK STATE UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM
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INTRODUCTION

In the last hundred years, parts of the world that we would have had to travel months by boat to
reach have findly become accessble to us. There are, however, many ways of traveling. We travel
in books, we trave in our thoughts—even in everyday conversations, as we imagine events and
places described to us, there is an element of travel.

There are those who believe that the soul of a culture resdesin the grammatical patterns, in the
linguidtic intricacies, in the phonetics of alanguage. The authors of this book share thisview. If bank
robberies aren't your thing, learning German may be the next most satisfying and effective way of
enriching yoursdf fast.

Asyou progressin your studies, you will find that German books, people, and customs are reveded
in the German language in away they never were in trandaion. If you plan atripto a
German-gpeaking country, even before you get on a plane, you should rave the basic tools with
which to decipher the code of the culture you're about to enter. What are these tools? Traveler's



checks, an dementary knowledge of the German language, and an open mind. Y ou're going to have
to get the traveler's checks and the apen mind on your own; well help you with the German

language.

Many chaptersin this book are held together thematically asif you were off on an imaginary journey
to a German-speaking land. In Chapter 12, you'll learn vocabulary that may be of use to you when
you arive at the arport. In Chapter 13 you'l learn how to tell your bus or taxi driver where you're
going. By the end of Chapter 14, you'l be able to ask for the kind of room you want when you
arive a your hotdl.

Each chapter builds on the one that precedesiit, expanding on what you have learned. Learning a
new language is, after dl, abit like evolving rapidly from an infantile to a mature Sate. First you learn
to crawl through the new sounds of the language, then you learn to walk proudly through basic
grammar and vocabulary—once you can keep your balance with everything you've learned, you're
well on your way to jogging through conversations with petient Berliners, the Viennese, and the
good folk of Dussddorf.

The Sum of Its Parts.

Pat 1, “The Very Badics,” darts off by outlining why German is atremendoudy important language
and how it will be of useto you as a sudent, a business man or woman, or tourist. Not only will you
learn dl about the advantages of reading German texts in the origind—youll dso find out how much
you dready know (before you've even started learning anything). Besides savoring a selection of
common idioms and dang and getting your first taste of German grammar, you'll be aole to use what
you know of German through cognates. By the end of this section, you'll be engaging in and
understanding Smple conversations.
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Part 2, “Up, Up and Away,” introduces you to the vocabulary and grammar you'll need to plan and
take atrip to a German-gpesking country. You'll usethereal greetings Germans use with each other;
you'll introduce yourself and give e ementary descriptions. You'll ask basic questions. A chapter at a
time, you'l arrive a an airport, caich ataxi or abus, and make your way to the hotel of your choice.
Most important, you'll be able to get the room you want furnished with al those indigoensable things
(cable televison, extra blankets, blow dryers, and so on) many of us cannot do without when we
travel.

Part 3, “Fun and Games,” furnishes you with the vocabulary you'll need to do practically anything
fun, from playing tennisto going to the operato night clubbing. Y ou'll dso learn how to make sense
out of the weather report, whether it'sin the newspaper, on TV, or reveded to you via the aches
and painsin the bones of the local baker. The chapter on food will help you understand where to
buy al kinds of food in Germany and how to interpret a German menu. Findly, you'l be introduced
to the phrases and vocabulary words you'll need to go on a shopping spree for chocolates, silk
shirts, and Rolexes while the exchange rate is il high.



Pat 4, “Angs,” preparesyou for the inevitable difficulties that crop up when you travel. Youll learn
how to make loca and long-distance phone cals from a German phone and how to explain yoursalf
to the operator if you have problems getting through. 1s your watch broken? Do you need film for
your camera? Did some food stain your new shirt? Y ou'll be ready to take care of anything, to ask
for help, and to explain what happened to your German friends or colleagues when your
angst-ridden moments are (hopefully) distant memories.

Pat 5, “Let's Get Down to Business,” ingructs you in the terminology you'll need to spend,
exchange, invest, borrow, and save money. By the end of this section, you should be able to buy or
rent a house, an apartment, even a castle (if extravagance appesls to you). You'll dso be ableto
express your needs in the future tense.

In the gppendixes, the “Answer Key” gives you the answers to the exercises you perform in this
book. The“Glossary” summarizes the words defined throughout the book.

By the time you finish this book, you will have the basic German language skills to embark on red
journeys—in books, on planes, and in conversations. Be persstent, be patient, be creative, and your
rewards will speak (in German) for themsdlves.

Extras to Help You Along

Besdes the idiomatic expressions, helpful phrases, lists of vocabulary words, and down-to-earth
grammar, this book has useful information which is provided in Sdebars throughout the text. These
elements are distinguished by the following icons
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Culture Shock fichtung

Culture shock Achtung boxes warn
elements provide you of mistakes that
facts about interesting are commonly made by
facets of life in Germany those who are learning
and other German-speaking the German language
cultures. They offer you quick and offer vou advice about
glimpses into the German how to avoid these mistakes
culture, yourself.

What's What
This element
gives you defini-
tions of gram-
matical terms.

As a Rule sidebars highlight or expand on some aspect of German
grammar that has been touched on in the text, usually summing it
up in a rule so that it's easier to remember.

Many foreign words have been adopted by the German language and il retain their foreign
pronunciation. These words do not follow the German pronunciation guide included in this book.
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PART 1
THE VERY BASICS

Most people can think of a million reasons why they can't do something. In the first section of
this book, you'll discover—if not a million—certainly a great many reasons why you can learn
the German language. Whether you're an academic interested in expanding your
understanding of philosophy, art history, or literature, or simply someone who wants to have
a working knowledge of Deutsch before embarking on your dream ski-holiday, this section
will help you take the plunge.

Nis
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Chapter 1
Why You Should Study German

In This Chapter

> The many virtues of the German language
» Where you can use Germar

» Developing a learning strategy

» Why you shouldn't be intimidated

Y ou are looking for a copy of Goethe's collected poems in a bookstore, but the aides are not
clearly marked and you find yoursdf in the middle of an aide with German language books risng up
on ether Sde of you. Thefact is, you've dways wanted to learn German. Y ou are a great fan of
Goethe and of many other German writers and philosophers, Dichter und Denker, asyou recal
having heard one of your German friends refer to them. But it ssemslike every time you've been
about to buy alanguage book and start studying German on your own, the person standing next to
you in the bookstore has said something like, “ German? Why don't you try something a little eesier,
like Swahili?’
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Should You or Shouldn't You?

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning German on Your Own cachesyour eye asyou stand in



the middle of theaide. Y ou take it off the shelf. Thefirst question you ask yoursdf is. “Do | have the
time to learn German now?’ The second question is. “Will | gtick with it?” Thethird questionis
“What will be the immediate benefits of acquiring the basic German language skills?” Only you can
answer the firg two questions. (Y ou will make thetime! You will gtick to it!) Hereisalist of
answersfor the third:

* You will be able to communicate with your Mercedes Benz in its mother tongue.

* A rich relaive has given you a$2,000 dollar programmable German watch. After you acquire
some basic German language skills, reading the owner's manud will be a piece of cake.

* Y ou want to figure out once and for dl if that thing so many people cal you when you sneezeisan
insult or acompliment. Y ou'l be able to, once you know German.

» When you do findly vist the Bundesrepublik, you won't have to order sauerkraut for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner.

» When you go to the Oktoberfest in Munich, you will be able to ask one of the locas where the
restroom iswithout having to resort to your pocket German-EnglisvVEnglish-German dictionary.
And you'l be able to understand the answer.

* You will findly have the language skills to tell your German Shepherd to play dead.

* You're nuts about Wienerschnitzel. After reading this book, you'll be able travel around Germany
and convince the greatest German chefs to reveal to you the secret of how Wienerschnitzel is
made.

* Youll be able to make your tennis fantases redities. The next time you play Boris Becker and
bicker over the match point, hell understand every word you say.

Now that you know the reasons that best suit your needs, it'stime to get serious. Why, honestly,
should you learn German?

Get Serious.
The following are some (more) serious reasons why you might want to study German.

* You're abusinessperson. A united Germany is redefining itsdf in the world market-place and it is
becoming increasingly necessary for people interested in expanding their business opportunities
to have aworking knowledge of German. After the near collapse of the economy in the wake of
World War 11, Germany soon developed into one of the world's most powerful trading nations,
second only to the United States. Indeed, the quality of many German products (including
automobiles, watches, and audio and industria equipment) is abyword al around the world.
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* |n the academic world, familiarity with German is agreat advantage. As a sudent in the liberd arts
you should be familiar with Kafka, Hesse, Rilke, and Nietzsche. And what was Mac the Knife
redly up to? Did Wilhedm Td redlly shoot the gpple from his son's head?



* |f you're studying to be a chemist or physicit, you might want to read up on the latest brews
German scientists are cooking up at the Max Planck Indtitute.

* Y ou're obsessed with Sigmund Freud. Y ou've read al his books in English and you're aready
familiar with many of the untrandaable terms. But being familiar with afew German phrasesisnt
enough—you want to be able read Freud's works in the origina language. Of coursg, it will take
years of study and dedication before you'll be able to do this, but you have to start somewhere.

* You are obsessed with Carl Jung. Ditto everything about Freud.

» Germans aren't the only people who speak German. It is spoken in Audtria, Switzerland, and
Luxemburg. There dso are many areas in France, Belgium, Denmark, Italy, and South Africa
with German-spesking minorties.

* You are an atist. Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele. Need we say more?

* You areamugcian. You were born humming Johann Strauss Tales From the Vienna Woods.
You live for Wagner. Bach kills you. It's not enough to be able to read music—you want to
learn the language of these musical geniuses and understand the lyrics of your favorite Germar
operas.

* You areinterested in acareer in cartoon animation. Y ou've heard that many dementsin Disney
productions have been borrowed from German poetry, fables, and fairy tales (one of the mgor
Disney icons is the castle Neuschwangtein). If aspects of German culture have been an
ingoiration to othersin your field, perhgps they dso will be an inspiration to you.

* You've tried American spas, and they don't seem to work for you. Because German
baths—known as die Kurorte—have been famous for centuries for curing al kinds of allments,
you figure it might not be such a bad ideato try one of those. Y ou're convinced thet learning
enough German to have smple conversations with the people swesting in the sauna with you will
make your experience more enjoyable.

Immerse Yourself

Everybody knows that the best way to learn anew language isto totaly immerse yoursef init.
When you buy books of German poetry, buy the ones where the German trandation is given
aongsde the English so that your eyes can move back and forth between the two. Buy German
newspapers. Sit near German tourigts in restaurants and cafés and imitate the sounds they make
when they spesk—you should imitate these sounds to yoursdlf, of course. Here are afew
suggestions for immersing yourself up to your neck in German.
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* |f grammar istough for you in English, it isn't going to be any easer in German. Examine your
gods, honestly evauate your linguigtic ahilities, and set your pace accordingly. One thing you
may want to keep in mind as you proceed isthat if you're reading this book, it means you've
aready learned at least one language. And what does that mean? If you can learn one, you car



learn ancther. Don't dlow yoursdlf to get discouraged. Y ou may not end up authoring faultless
German grammar books, but with patience and persistence, you'll certainly learn enough
German to increase your gppreciation of the German culture. Y ou should have a
time—mornings, afternoons, whatever suits you best—devoted entirely to the study of German.

* Invest in or borrow agood bilingua dictionary. A Langenscheidt sandard dictionary costs
approximately $19.00.

 Rent German movies. Y ou can understand more than you think just by listening to and watching
the actors.

* Tune your radio gtation to public service programsin German. Watch German shows on your TV.
Go to public libraries and listen to language tapes. Thiswill help you master German
pronunciation.

» Make tapes of yoursalf speaking German and then play these tapes to a native German spegker.
Locate your linguistic strengths and weaknesses.

* Make German friends.

* Read everything you can get your hands on. Children's books are a good place to start (Janosh,
for example, is an author of smple and entertaining German children's books). Read the
Brother's Grimm (die Gebriider Grimm) Sde by Sde with the trandation. Whenever you buy a
new product, look for and read the German ingtructions on the side of the packet or in the
instruction booklet. Bedeck (bedecken in German, meaning “to cover”) your coffee table with
German newspapers. Frankfurter Allgemeine and WAZ (Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung)
and German magazines. Focus, Die Bunte, and Der Stern, to name afew.

There's Nothing to Fear

Many people are afraid of studying aforeign language. Some people are downright terrified. They
think it will be too much work—too many new sounds, too many new words—and that the
grammar will be too difficult. Well, the only thing we can say to that is, nothing istoo difficult—not if
you're willing to apply yoursdf. Were not going to lie to you. You cant learn any language
overnight. Y ou have to make an effort. Learning alanguage takes time and a certain amount of
determination. One thing we can assLre
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you of isthat if you take it dowly—at your own pace—without alowing yoursdlf to get discouraged,
you can only get better a it. Here are afew tipsto help you maintain a pogtive attitude:

* Don't let yoursdlf fed bullied by the grammar. Research shows that the best language learners are
those who are willing to take risks and make mistakes. There are alot of thingsto learnin any
new language, but that doesn't mean you have to learn then dl a once. Stick to smple
grammatica congructions.

* Speaking of mistakes, try not to think of them as out-and-out “mistakes.” Instead, think of them as



gepping stones to redly smart “mistakes’ that will get you closer to spesking the language
correctly.

* Don' et new sounds silence you. Practice vowe sound combinations. Make rumbling soundsin
the back of your throat whenever you get the chance—in cabs, subways, buses, or at night
before falling adegp. When you aren't speaking German, speak English with a German accent.
And remember, there are many different regiona accents in Germany—your accent will fit in
among them somewherel

* Don't beintimidated by Germans. They are a hospitable people and are impressed by anyone who
tries to spesk their language. After dl, when you encounter someone who speeks Englishasa
second language, don't you generdly discount the smal errors they make and marvel instead that
this person speaks as well as he or she does? Germans will fed that way about you when you
omit a prepodtion or use an incorrect verb tense.

* Don't be put off by the reputation the German language has for being difficult. It actudly hasa
greet ded in common with English. If you apply yoursdf, you will soon discover thet it is eesier
than you thought and thet it dso isfun to learn.

Viel Gliick: (Good luck!) Lab uns an die Arbeit machen! (Let's get to work!)

The Least You Need to Know

* Everyone can find a reason to sudy German.

» German isavery usgful language to learn.

* Y ou can communicate even if your pronunciation and grammar are less than perfect.

* You have absolutely nothing to fear. Bdieve it or not. German is more like English than any other
language. Remember: the more effort you put into it, the more your German will improve.
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Chapter 2
Hitting the Books



In This Chapter

> German words in English books
> What gets lost in translation

> lsing a bilingual dictionary

Seems you can't pick up atextbook or even a courtroom thriller these days without bumping into
German words and phrases. Say you're reading up on art history to dazzle your friends at the local
brew pub and you bump into die Wanderlust, die Weltanschauung, and der Zeitgeist. What's a
would-be scholar to do? Learn the basic structura differences between German and English, that's
what. This chapter gives you an idea of what it takes to master frequently encountered German
phrases and words.

What Are All These German Words Doing Here?

German culture has shaped certain disciplines to such a degree that in many schools and univergties,
you can't get away with not taking a basic German language course if you're sudying art history,
psychology, or philosophy. It makes sense, when you think about it. You'll have amuch better
understanding of philosophy, psychology, and art after you've studied the language and culture out of
which many of the most important German, Austrian, and Swiss writers, philosophers, and artists
came.
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When Only German Will Do

In addition to this, many businesses, industries, and specidties such as medicine and science use
German terms, particularly those with international markets or ffiliations. So drop the golf club, the



knitting needles, the VCR remote control. Get way ahead of your colleagues: learn German. Not
only will you find it interesting and enriching—it'll probably lead you to a degper understanding of art
and philosophy, aswell.

Lost in the Translation

Coltare Shock
Many medical and
scientific words are
easy to understand in
P German and hard to
understand in English. The
word der Blutdruckmesser (deyR

Blewt-dRook-me-suhR) literally
translated means "blood
pressure monitor,” The word
for this same term in English
is—ready?-—sphygrontanom-
eter. Try saying that three
times fast!

Y ou've heard over and over again how impossible it isto get the true sense of aliterary work,
particularly of a poem, in trandation. Teke alook a a stanza from the poem “Hypochonder” by
Goethe to see what aspects of a poem can be lost in trandation.

“Hypochonder”

Der Teufel hol das Menschengeschlecht!
Man méchte rasend werden!

Danehm ich mir so eifrig vor:

Will niemand weiter sehen,

Will all das Volk Gott und sich selbst
Und dem Teufel tberlassen!

Und kaum seh ich ein Menschengesicht,

So hab ichs wieder lieb.
And the trandation:
“Hypochondriac”

Devil take the human race! It's enough to drive you insane! | continualy make firm resolutions
to stop seeing people and to consign the whole nation to God and to itself and to the devil! And
then | have only to seeahuman faceand | loveit again.

The English verson works about as well as using a dedge hammer to dice breed. If you read the
German version out loud, even if you don't understand aword of it, you'll probably fed the meter or
rhythm, of the poem. These are ether entirdly lost in trandation, or else re-crested at the expense of



much of the poem's fluidity and sometimes even the poem's meaning.
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The same goes for rhyme: the wesk end-rhyme of the last syllable of the words werden
(veR-duhn), sehen (zey-huhn) and iiberlassen (ii-buhR-14-suhn) can't be re-created in English.

Double meanings, which can add spice to everything from limericks to e-mall, are nearly impossible
to maintain in trandation: The word das Menschengeschlecht (dAs men-shuhnguh-shleHt), for
example, means mankind when it is taken asawhole; Geschlecht, however, when taken on its own,
can mean “genitds” Jugt think of dl you're missng from not reading thislittle gem in the origind!

How Much German Is Enough?

Having a clear sense of why you're learning German can help save time. Take amoment to congider
your motives.

* If you're learning German to pass your philosophy exam, you may not need to spend alot of time
on cases and declengons. (If these terms are unfamiliar to you, don't fret. Youll learn about
them in Chapter 8.)

* If mugicisyour thing, youll have a head sart with German musicad terms such as die Lieder and
das Leitmotif that pop up in music from Mozart to Madonna.

* If you're learning German primarily to be able to read German, you may only want to focus on the
cognate section of this book, or on the noun and verb sections. Y ou may never speak aword
out loud, so the pronunciation of words may be awaste of your time.

If you understand what you need from the German language, you easly can tailor this book to your
needs.

You Could Look It Up

Whatever your particular needs are, abilingua dictionary is as essentia to your learning as
doublespesk isto alawyer. What do you need to know to use abilingud dictionary? Be
forewarned: Usng abilingud dictionary is alittle tougher than using a- English dictionary. For
darters, dont forget to look English words up in the English section and German words up in the
German section (you'd be surprised how much precious timeis wasted by people looking words up
inthar bilingua dictionariesin the wrong language). The next thing you should do is figure out what
the abbreviations used in the definitions mean. Here are afew of them:

adj. Adjective
adv. Adverb
f. Feminine noun

m. Masculine noun
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n. Neuter noun
pl. Plura noun

prep. Prepositions. Prepositions are words (such as above, along, beyond, before, through, in,
to, for, etc.) that are placed before nouns to indicate a relationship to other wordsin a
sentence. Well discuss prepositions further in Chapter 12.

ref. Reflexive verb. The subject of areflexive verb acts on itsdf, asin “I brush my teeth.”

v.i. Intrangtive verb. An intrangtive verb can sland aone, without a direct object, as*“sing”
doesin the sentence, “I Sng.”

v.t. Trangtive verb. A trangtive verb can be followed by adirect object, asin, “I took off my
glasses” Unlike intrangtive verbs, trangtive verbs cannot stand on their own. Trangtive verbs
can be used passively, however, in sentences where the subject acts on itself, asin “I was
interrupted.”

Learning Parts of Speech, Inside Out

Learning how to use abilingud dictionary takes alittle grammeatica know how. For example, you
should know how to use the basic parts of speech. Take the word inside. Do you see how the
meaning of the word changes in the following sentences when it is used as various parts of speech?

I'll meet you inside of an hour. (adverb)
They threw the marbles inside the circle. (preposition)
Do you like the inside of the building? (noun)

We have the inside story on the murder. (adjective)

Change inside to the plural and its meaning changes.

He could fed it in hisinsides. (colloquid, noun)

If you look the word up in a Englis/German dictionary, you will see something like this:

indde[insad] 1. adj. inner, inwendig, Innen; (coll.) -information, direkte Information 2. adv.
im Innern, drinnen, ins Innere; -of, innerhab von, in weniger as. 3. prep. Innerhdb, im Innern
(vonor Gen.) 4. n. -S (coll.) der Magen.
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Now It's Your Turn

Usng the German definition of inside just given, figure out the part of gpeech for inside in each of
the following sentences, and complete the trand ated sentences in German.



1. We will be home ingde of two hours.

Wir snd zwe Stunden zu Hause.

2. He had indde information on the horse race.

Er hatte Information Uber das Pferderennen.

3. We go inside the cave.

Wir gehenins___ der Hohle.

4. He hides the key inside the box.
Er vergeckt den Schltissdl im__der Schachtel.
5. The man'singdes hurt.

Dea  des Mannes schmerzt.

Compounding Your German Vocabulary

Youre likely to come across German compound words in everything you read from popfiction to
political essaysto lettersto the editor in your loca rag. Because the possible combinations of nouns
are practicaly unlimited, you can actudly cregte your own compound words pretty much asyou
please by linking nouns together. The good news s that thisis why the German language has been of
such particular use to so many grest thinkers. They have been able to express new concepts and
ideas by making up brand rew words. The bad news is, these compound words are not easily
trandatable. To express the meaning of the sngle word Zeitgeist in English, for example, you have
to use the cumbersome and rather spiritless phrase, “ sirit of the times.”

As a Rule
Many German words in academic texts are compound words, and
some of these compound words are not in the dictionary. For this
reason, it's important to start learning basic German vocabulary so that when

you do come across big, cumbersome compound words, you'll be able to take
them apart and look up their components one by one in a bilingual dictionary.
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The Least You Need to Know

» Whether you're a student, a business person, amusician or an art dedler, learning the German
language will give you ahead art in understanding and assmilating German terms and phrases,

* The particular meter of a piece of writing, the peculiarities of rhyme, and double meanings are dl
agpects of writing that can be partidly if not totaly lost in trandation.



* A hilingud dictionary can help you spot different parts of speech and figure out common German
expressons.
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Chapter 3
Pronounce It Properly: Vowels

In This Chapter
» (h, the stress of it all
» Peculiarities of the German language

» Untie your tongue

Y ou think you've got it bad with German pronunciation? Congder the baffled Itaian, Spaniard, or
Rumanian learning English. What is this poor learner of English to do with “threw” and “through”?
And if these words aren't difficult enough, what about “rain,” “reign,” and “rein”—three words with
different spdllings and meanings, but with identica pronunciations. Y ou're going to have amuch
esser time learning German pronunciation, because what you see iswhat you hear. German words
are pronounced exactly asthey are spelled. You don't ever have to wonder if the“€’ at theend of a
word is slent, which it sometimes is and sometimes isn't in English. In German it isdway's
pronounced. Before you can pronounce German words correctly, however, you'll have to learn the
difference in the way the vowels are read because the sounds of vowels in German are significantly
different from the sounds of the same lettersin English. This chapter helps you figure out how to
pronounce German vowels.
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Vowels Must Dress Appropriately

What's What
Vowel a, e i o0
and u are vowels.
Umlaut The
term for the two dots

that can be placed over the
vowels a, o, and u.

Modified vowel A vowel

that takes an umlaut is re-
ferred to as a modified vowel.

Three German vowels, “a” “0,” and “u” can do alittle cross-dressing. They are sometimes written
with two dots above them. These two dots are called an umlaut and sgnd achange in the sound
and meaning of aword. Schon means“dready”; schén means “pretty” or “nice” Ich trage means
“I carry” or “l wear” du trdgst means*“you carry” or “you wear.” This difference can often be
important. If you forget the umlaut over schwiihl, the German word for “humid,” and try to tell
someone you find acity humid, you could end up making a judgement about an entire city's sexud
orientation (schwuhl means gay, or homosexua). When avowel takes an umlaut it becomes &
modified vowel. The vowd tablesin this chapter provide hints, English examples, and the letters
used as symbols to represent the sounds of vowelsin German words.

Are You Stressed?

No, gressin German isn't what happens to you when your Mercedes bresks down on the
Autobahn. Stress isthe emphass placed on one or more syllables of aword when you pronounce
it. If you say eether and | say eyether, and you say tomato and | say tomra/to, it doesn't necessarily
mean well have to cdl the whole thing off. A generd rule for determining the siressed syllablein
German is. With words of more than one syllable, the emphasisis usudly placed on the fira syllable,
asin the words Bledtift, Schonheit, and Frage.

Foreign words such as Hotel, Musik, and Natur that have been assimilated into the German
language do not follow German rules of stress or pronunciation.

Your Own Personal Accent.

Some people have no problem pronouncing new sounds in aforeign language. They were born
rolling their Rs, and producing throaty gutturals. Some people spent their adolescence serving as
conduits at seances for famous dead Germans, Russians, Spaniards, and Itdians. Not al of us have
been so lucky.



What's What
Stress  The
emphasis placed
0O ONe O INore

syllables of a word

when you pronounce it.

To pronounce words correctly in anew language, you must retrain your tongue. After al, hasn't your
tongue—the muscle that's been making the same sounds since you first opened your mouth asa
baby to utter “Mama’—been wrapping itsdf around the particular language known as English for as
long as you can remember? Y ou must teach
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your tongue to make new sounds the same way you would teach your muscles to make new
movements if you suddenly decided to change your hobby from long-distance running to mountain
dimbing.

It doesn't matter if you can't make the exact German sound. Trying isthe important thing. Strive for
gpproximate perfection, and chances are, what you're trying to communicate will be understood.

A Few Peculiarities of the German Language

Bdieveit or not, theré's a much closer reationship between German pronunciation and spelling than
there is between English pronunciation and spdlling. After you learn how to pronounce German
words correctly, reading them will be abreeze. You'll dso be glad to hear that the German a phabet
conssts of the same 26 letters as the English aphabet, so you won't have to learn an entirely new
aphabet as you would if you were sudying Russian or Greek. There are, however, afew digtinctly
German language phenomena that you just can't do without.

The Famous Umlaut

fichtung
An umlbaut can be

H.Ij.ded ﬂl'll}" to d; 0y 0T
1. It can never be added
toeori.

Remember those versatile two dots we spoke about earlier? In German, those two dots are known
as an umlaut. The umlaut is used to color, or dter, the sound of avowe and to change aword's
meaning—sometimes dightly, asin a plurd form or sometimes more sgnificantly, asin the
comparison of an adjective.

Capitalizing on Nouns

When you see hdf adozen capitd lettersin the middle of a German sentence, they're not typos. One



of the differences between written English and written German is that German nouns are dways
capitaized.

Compare this English sentence with the trandated German sentence. Don't be scared by the strange
looking Sin the German text. It'swhat is known as an es-tset (well tell you dl about it in the next
chapter). Note the capital letters.

Which famous German writer and philosopher said that pleasure is smply the absence of pain?

Welcher beriihmte deutsche Schriftsteller und Philosoph sagte, deb das Vergniigen schlicht die
Abwesenhelt von Kummer sa?

The answer is Arthur Schopenhaver.
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Where Did All These Vowel Sounds Come From?

What's What
Diphthongs
Combinations of
vowels that begin
with one vowel
sound and end with a
different vowel sound in the
same syllable.

When it comesto the pronunciation of vowels, try to keep in mind that there are three principa
types of vowe sounds. These three different types of vowe sounds are referred to throughout this
book as vowels, modified vowels, and diphthongs. Weve areedy discussed vowels and modified
vowels. In German, both of these groups can have long vowe sounds, which, astheir name
suggests, have adrawn out vowe sound (like the o sound in snow) or shorter vowe sounds, which
have a shorter sound (like the o soundiin lot). Diphthongs are combinations of vowels that are
trested in German as asingle vowd. They begin with one vowd sound and end with a different
vowd sound in the same syllable, asin the words “wine” and “bowd” (kegp in mind that the sound
of adiphthong in English can often be produced be asingle vowd, asin the word “rose’).
Diphthongs do not have long vowd sounds.

Generally, a vowel is long when it is followed by an F as in Mahi
(mahl). It is also long when it is doubled, as in Meer (rmeyR) and Aal
{ghl), or when it is followed by a single consonant, as in Wagen (vah-guhn),
The vowel i is made into a long vowel when it is followed by an e. In general,
vowels are short when followed by two or more consonants,

In the following pronunciation guide, each vowd is given its own private section. We try to give you
an idea of how vowel sounds are pronounced by providing you with an English equivalent.



Obvioudy, we cannot account for regiond differencesin either the German or English pronunciations
of vowels and words. As you proceed through this guide, try to remember that in English, we have a
tendency to glide or “dipthongize’ vowes, whereas in German vowels are “pure” It may help to
read the English pronunciation example firgt, and then to repeet each German word out loud for
practice.

Say A as in Modern

For the short a, assume a British accent and make the sound of the vowd in the back of your throat.
Say: cast, fast. Now read the following German words out loud:
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Mann Stadt Rand lachen Matsch

mAn shtAt rAnt [A-CHuhn mAtsh

Thelong a isaprolongation of the short a Pretend you're at the dentist's office and say:
ahhhhhhh....

Wagen haben Staat Mahl lahm
vah-guhn hah-buhn shtaht mahl lahm
German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
a(short) A Closeto o inmodern

a, aa, ah (long) ah Say a asinfather

Say E as in Bed

Smile while making the sound of the short stressed e and your pronunciation will be better.

Bett Dreck Fleck nett

bet dRek flek net



When the e is ungtressed, it is pronounced like the ein mother.

Bitte dle bekommen Dame Hose

bi-tuh A-huh buh-ko-muhn dah-muh hoh-zuh

Thereis no exact equivaent of the long e sound in English, but you can approximate it by trying to

make the sound of the stressed e and ay at the same time (be careful not to produce a diphthong).
Try saying these words:

Weg Meer Beset Mehl mehr
veyk meyR beyt meyl meyR
German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

e (short, stressed) e Say e asinbed

e (short, unstressed) uh Say uh asinago

e, ee, eh (long) ey Closetotheey inhey
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Say I as in Winter

The short i iseasy. It sounds like the i in the English words wind or winter. Try saying the following
words:

Wind Kind schlimm Himmel hinter

vint kint shlim hi-muhl hin-tuhR

For thelong i, try saying cheeeeeeeese!



Liter Tiger ihr

lee-tuhR tee-guhR eeR

Hiege

flee-guh

schieben

shee-buhn

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

i (short) i Say i asinwinter

i,ie ih (long) ee Say ee asin beet

Say O as in Lord

In German, the sound of the short o should resonate dightly farther back in your mouth than the o
sound in English.

Mord Loch kochen Ort

moRt loCH ko-CHuhn ORt

fAchtung

Remember, the
German i sounds like
the English e. Usually,
the German ¢ is soft,

like the e in gffort, or like
the a in ago.

o — e,

Therés no exact equivdent in English of the long o, but if you drop the woo sound at the end of
snow and hold your jaw in place as the vibrations of the o sound come up your throat from your
voca chords, you'll be pretty darn close.

hochr Boot Ohr loben

hohCH boht ohR loh-buhn



German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

o (short) Say o asinlord

s}

0, 00, oh (long) oh Closetoo insnow

Say U as in Shook.

The sound of the short u has just atouch of the sound of thelong uinit. If you can add alittle moon
to the sound of the short o, you'll be on the right track.
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Multter Luft Schuld bunt Geduld

moo-tuhR looft shoolt boont guh-doolt

Imitate your favorite cow (Kuh) for thislong « sound: mooo.

Zu tun Schuh Uhr Fub
tsew tewn shew ewR fews
German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
u (short) 00 Closetooo inshook
u, uh (long) ew Say ew asinstew

Modified Vowels: The Long and the Short of It



fichtung
Be careful not to run
the u's together when
pronouncing u's that
appear side by side in
words like Vakuum (va-
koo-ponty and ndividoun §in-
dee-vee-doo-pom). In most
cases, the u's are read as short
u's and they are given equal
stress. They should be treated
as separate syllables, as they
are in the English word
residunm. Don't treat other
vowels this way, however,
this rule only applies to u's
which appear side by side,
not to the a, e, or the o.

In German, an umlaut changes the way avowd is pronounced. Many German words are
consgtently spelled with umlauts, but other words take an umlaut when they undergo some changein
pronunciation and meaning. This guide treats each modified vowd separatdly, giving you hintsto
help you make the correct sounds. Focus on getting the sounds right one sound at atime.

Say A as in Fair

The short &is pronounced the like the short e in German.

Starke Manner héngen sandig

shtdR-kuh md-nuhR  hdn-guhn  shtin-diH

The long &is the same sound as the short &, only with the sound prolonged.
anlicc Méhne Bar Pragen

dhn-liH  mdh-nuh  bdhR  pRéih-guhn

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

a(short) a Sav ai asinfair



s v

4, &h (long) dh Say a asinfate
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Say O as in Fur

Thereisno exact equivdent of this sound in English. Round your lips and say ew sound while
tightening the muscles at the back of your throat.

Offnung machten Halle L offel

of-noong moH-tuhn ho-luh 16-fuhl

Keep the long 6 sound going for twice as long, just as you did the short 6 sound.

horen schén frohlich Stérung
hoh-Ruhn shéhn fRoh-liH shtéh-Roong
German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

0 (short) 0 Closetou infur

0, 6h (long) oh Closetou inhurt

Say U as in the French Word Sir

There is no equivaent of this U sound—at least not in English. If you speak French, though, you'rein
luck: it's very close to the u sound in the French word siir. If, on the other hand, you've never
spoken aword of French in your life, say “ee” hold your jaw and tongue in this position and then
round your lipsasif your were pronouncing “u.”

Glick Micke Ruiicken Rhytmus

aliik miik-uh Rii-kuhn Riit-moos



Thelong U or y isthe same sound, just held for alonger interva of time.

rihren fUhren Lige Pseudonym
Riih-Ruhn fiih-Ruhn liih-guh psoy-doh-niihm
German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

0, y (short) i Closetooo infood

Q, th,y (long) tih Close to oo infood
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As a Rale

If you've read through this pronunciation guide thoroughly, you
may have already noticed a certain correlation between the spell-
ings of words and their pronunciation. For example, when a vowel or modi-
fied vowel is followed by two consonants, it is short. When either a vowel or
maodified vowel is followed by an h and another consonant, however, or even by a
single consonant, it is long.

Diphthongs

Diphthongs are not a provocative new style of bikini. In English, we tend to “dipthongize’ vowdsin
words like “sky” wherethey is pronounced a/-ee, and “go” where the o is pronounced o/-oo.
Following the pattern of German diphthong formation, the o and u in the English word “about” come
together to create the diphthong a/-oo. Y ou've seen diphthongs in vowels positioned back to back,
asthe o and the e arein the word “Nod” or the aand the e in the word “daemon.” Whatever form
they take, they are dways made up of two different vowe sounds that change in the same syllable.
How do you recognize a diphthong? Listen. The first vowe sound glides or “dips’ into the next
vowel sound. In German, they are vowel s that trave in pairs.

Here are the diphthongs most frequently used in German. For other diphthongs, each vowel should
be pronounced the same way it would beif pronounced separately: Kollision (ko-lee-zeeohn),
Familie (fah-mee-leeuh).



The Diphthongs EI and Al

fAchtung

Don't confuse ie,
which is pronounced
like er in feet, with the
diphthong ei, which is
pronounced like the
English word epe.

To make the sound of these diphthongs, start with your mouth half-way open, end with your mouth
amost—but not quite—closed. Practice with these words:

Blagift Mai vidladht klein feln
blay-shtift may fee-layHt klayn fayn
German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

ei,ai ay Sayy asincry

The Diphthong AU

Let's suppose that you've been trying so hard to pronounce these new sounds correctly that you bite
your own tongue by mistake. Y ou knit your eyebrows together and cry out

Page 24

inpan: Ow! That's precisdy the sound of this next diphthong. Try making this ow sound as you say
these words:

Haut Braut schauer verdauen Sauerkraut
hout bRout shou-uhn feR-dou-uhn sou-eR-kRout
German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

au ou Say ou asincouch, mouse




The Diphthongs EU and AU

Read this Boy oh boy oh boy oh boy oh boy. If you managed that without too much trouble,
chances are you've got the sound of this diphthong down.

heute Reue neu Schlduche Haute
hoy-tuh Roy-uh noy shloy-Huh hoy-tuh
German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

eu, au oy Say oy asintoy

All right, you can bresthe asigh of relief now. Were through with vowds. If you had alittle trouble
getting your mouth to do what you wanted it to, don't worry. It will take you some time to get used
to making sounds you've never made before. Thisiswhere German friends (or, in the absence of
live, German-spesking human beings, German tapes from your locd library) comein handy. You
should try to listen to native German speskers, particularly because there are no English equivaents
for many of the modified vowd sounds. At this point, concentrate on getting the soundsright. If
worse comes to worsg, try caling the German Consulate and playing the caller ingructionsin
German over and over again (just don't say we told you to)!

The Least You Need to Know.

* Untie your tongue. Hiss, growl, coo. Start making vowel sounds way back in your throat. Before
you know it, you'll be pronouncing words like Bratwurst and Fahrvergniigen correctly.

* After you learn the basic pronunciation of German vowes, you will be able to read some German
without too much difficulty.

» Umlauted vowes are only dightly different from pure vowes, but this difference can sgnificantly
dter the meanings of words. Practice making the umlauted vowe sounds.
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Chapter 4
Pronounce It Properly: Consonants



In This Chapter

*» Consonants in German

»> Practice makes perfect

By now you should be able make the correct sounds of vowels in German. But what good are all
the vowe sounds you learned in Chapter 3 without consonants? What good is Agtaire without
Rogers, Siskel without Ebert, hamburgers without catsup, lettuce, atomato dice, and a pickle? The
bottom lineis, say oo or ee as often asyou like: it won't get you a Big Mac a a Berlin McDonadd's
or aseet a the Vienna Operawithout the help of afew consonants.

The good newsiis, the sounds of German consonants are not going to be as unfamiliar as many of
the sounds you tried in the previous chapter. In German, consonants are either pronounced like their
English counterparts or are pronounced like other consonants in English. The only consonant sounds
which you won't encounter in English are the two sounds represented in this book by the symbol A
(the ch inich) and the symbol CH (the ch in Loch (loCH)).

In written German, you'll aso come across anew |etter: the consonant b (pronounced, es-zset). It's
acombination of the letters s and z, and is consdered a single consonant. When people can't find
the es-tset key on their word processor, they often write the estset as a double ess (ss). In either
casg, it should be pronounced like an .
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Conquering Consonants



Consonants All
the letters in the

alphabet other than
a4, 8,1, 0, and u.

Before you start Suttering out consonants, we should probably tell you alittle about how this section
works. The consonants in the following tables are not given in dphabetica order. They are grouped
according to pronunciation type. Y ou should read the pronunciation guide carefully from beginning
to end so that you'll know where to look later if you need to locate a specific consonant. For each
|etter, we provide English examples of how German consonants are pronounced dong with the
symbols used throughouit this book to represent the sounds. Keep in mind that the symbols
(consonants or combinations of consonants, lowercase or uppercase) are not the standard ones
used in the dictionary. Weve tried to choose symbols that correspond closdly to the sounds they
represent and are easy for English speakers to recognize at a glance. It may seem like drudgery to
read through these tables, but it's worth the effort: Y ou want to speak German, don't you?

The Very Same Letters You Know and Love

There are many consonants that are pronounced the same way in German as they are in English.
When you see them, just go ahead and pronounce them the way you would pronounce them if you
came across them in English words.

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

f,hkl,m,n,p,tx The same as English letters Pronounced the same asin English

Ex-plosives: B, D, and G

Achtung
The German L is not
articulated in pre-
cisely the same place in
the mouth as the
“~ English L. The English L

is dark, formed with the
tongue more relaxed. The
German L—light, nearly as
vibrant as the German R—is
formed with the tip of the
tongue just behind the upper
front teeth.

Let'stake alook at the letters b, d, and g. They are cdlled plosives because of they way thelr
sounds are articulated: with small explosions of ar. At the beginning of asyllable, b is pronounced
the sameway asit isin English: Bleistift (blay-shtift), braun (bRoun), aber (ah-buhR). When b



occurs at the end of a syllable, however, it is pronounced like ap: Laub (loup), Korb (koRp).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
b b Say b asinbig
b at the end of a syllable P Say p asinpipe
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At the beginning of asyllable, the d is pronounced like an English d: Dach (dACH), denken
(den-kuhn), or likethefirst din Deutschland (doytsh-IAnt). Atthe end of asyllable, thed is
pronounced like at: Leid (layt) or likethelast d in Deutschland (doytsh-1Ant).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
d d Say d asindog
t Say t asintail

At the beginning of asyllable, g is pronounced the same asit isin English: Gott (got). At the end of
agyllable, gispronounced likek: Weg (veyk). The consonant g has yet another pronunciation. In
certain words, usudly ones that have been assmilated into the German language from other
languages such as French, pronouncethe g asin: Massage (mA-sah-juh).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
g g Say g asin God
k Say k asinkitchen
Jj Say j asinjeans

fAs a Rule

When the letters iy occur at the end of a word, they are pro-

nounced the way ich is pronounced in the German word ich: trauriy
(tRou-RiH).

Freakin' Fricatives

Fricatives are consonants articulated when the air stream coming up the throat and out of the mouth



meets an obstacle, causng—you guessed it—friction. We have subdivided the German fricatives as
follows

Aw, Nuts: Z and Sometimes C

The z sound is made by combining the consonant sounds ¢ and s iNto one sound: zu (tsew), Zeug
(tsovk), Kreuz (kRoyts).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

z ts Say ts asinnuts
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In Germans, you probably won't run into a c that isn't followed by an h too often, but when you do,
it should be pronounced ¢s whenever it occurs before & e, i, or 0: CésaR (tsdh-zahR), or like the
fird cin circa (tseeR-kah). Otherwise, it should be pronounced like ak: Creme (kReym),
Computer (kom-pew-tuhR), or likethelast cin circa (tseeR-kah).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
c ts Say ts asinnuts
k Say k asinkiller

Got a Frog in Your Throat?: CH, CHS, H, J

Theré's no exact English equivalent to the ¢4 sound in German, but when you say words like
“hubrus’ and “human,” the sound you make when you pronounce the h at the very beginning of the
word is very close to the correct pronunciation of the German c/ inich (this ch sound being one of
the mogt difficult sounds, we might add, for English speakers learning to speak German). If you can
draw out this 2 sound longer than you do in these two English words, you should have very little
trouble pronouncing the following words accurately: ich (iH), manchmal (mAnH-mahl), vielleicht
(fee-layHt).

The second ¢/ sound is articulated at the same place in the back of the throat as &, but the tongue is
lowered to alow air to come through. To gpproximate this sound (represented in this book by the
symbol CH), make the dtered h sound you just learned farther back in your throat—allittle like
gargling. Can you pronounce Johann Sebasgtian Bach's name correctly? Give thisa shot: Yoh-hAn
zey-bAs-tee-ahn bahhhh (gargle and hiss like a cat Smultaneoudy at the end). Once you can do
this, you have nothing to worry about: Y ou've mastered this second ¢/ sound. Practice by reading
the following words doud: Buch (bewCH), hoch (hohCH), Rache (RA-CHuh).

In genera, when ch occurs e the beginning of aword, it is pronounced like ak: Chaos (kA-os),



Charisma (kah-ris-mah). There are exceptions, however, asin China, where the ch 1S pronounced
the sameway itisin ich.

The ch has afourth pronunciation: s4. This pronunciation is usudly used only for foreign words that
have been assmilated into the German language: Chef (shef), Chance (shahnsuh).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

ch H Close toh inhuman
CH No English equivalent
k Say k asincharacter
sh Say sh asinshape
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Y ou won't have any trouble at dl with the chs sound. Say: Fuchs (foox), Biichse (biixe).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

chs X Say x asinfox

Thehisdlent when it follows avowd to indicate that the vowd islong: Stahl (shtahl). In Some
casss, itisdlent whenit follows at, asin Theater (tey-ah-tuhR). Otherwise, it is pronounced very
much like the English h—just alittle breathier. Think of an obscene phone caller breething heavily on
the other end of theline and try the following: hallo (hA-loh), Weihe (vay-huh).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

h h Say h asinhouse

There is no English th sound in German. Either the h is silent, or
both t and h are pronounced separately, as in the compound words
Stadthalle (shfAEhA-Tul) and Misthaufen (mist-hou-fubn), both of which are
“divided” by a glottal stop between the syllables.

Whenever you see aj in German, pronounce it like an Englishy: Ja (vah), Jaguar (yah-gew-ahR).

German Letter Svmbol Pronunciation Guide



j y Say y asinyes

Double or Nothing: KN, PS, QU

The combinations of consonants in this section are pronounced together—theat is, one after another.

In English, the k isslent in words like “knight” and “knot.” In German, however, both k and n are
pronounced: Kneipe (knay-puh), Knie (knee).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

kn kn Say k asinkitchen andn asinnow
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Asin English, the consonants p/ are pronounced f: Photograph (foh-toh-gRahf), Physik
(fiih-sik).

In the other consonant combinations in this chart, both |etters are pronounced: Pfeife (pfay-fuh),
Pferd (pfeRt), Pseudonym (psoy-doh-niihm), Schlinge (shlin-guh).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide
pf pf No English equivalent
ph ] Say ph asinphoto

ps ps Say ps asinpsst

The qu sound in German is a combination of the consonant sounds &£ and v: Quantitdt
(kvAn-tee-tiht), Qual (kvahl), Quatsch (kvAtsh).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

qu kv No English equivalent

VeRRy Vibrant: The German R.



Cultere Shock

In southern Ger-

many (Miinchen

and Stuttgart) the R is

P rolled on the tip of the
tongue, while in the north
{Hamburg and Bremen) the B
is pronounced deep at the
back of the throat. This
“pvular” pronunciation of the
R is the most frequently used,
brut if you can't master it, try
rolling your Rs (if someone
asks about your accent, say
you studied German in
Stuttgart).

If you thought you were tongue tied the first time you asked a girl (or guy) for akiss, wait till you try
the German R. Think of it asafun chalenge for any tongue. The sooner you master it, the sooner
you'll betaking (practicdly) like andive.

Pogtion your lips asif about to make the » sound, and then make the same gargling sound you made
when making the German sound represented in this book by the symbol CH. The sound should
come from somewhere in the back of your throat. The » sound can be <oft, asin thewords. Vater
(fah-tuhR), Wasser (vA-suhR), or harder, asintheword: reich (ReyH). The distinction between
these soundsis a subtle one. This book uses the same symbal (R) for both sounds.

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

r R No English equivalent

Old Smoothies: S, b, SCH, ST, TSCH

Thes isgmilar to the English z: Sohn (zohn), Seife (zay-fuh), Rose (Roh-zuh). At the end of a
word, however, it is pronounced like the English s: Maus (mous), Glas (glahs).
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German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
s z Say z asinzero
s Say s asinhouse

The letter b (estset) and the letters ss are both pronounced like an unvoiced s: nab (nAs), dab



(dAs), Mabe (mah-suh), Rasse (RA-suh), Klasse (klA-suh), miissen (miis-uhn). In writter
German, the double sis used ingtead of b between two short vowels.

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

b, ss s Say s asinsalt

The consonants sch are pronounced sk: Scheibe (shay-buh), Schatten (shA-tuhn), schieben
(shee-suhn).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

sch sh Say sh asinshape

In German, §p is a combination of the si sound in “shake’ and the p sound in “pat.” Try saying
“ship” and leaving out the i. Now practice with these words: Spiel (shpeel), Spanien
(shpah-nee-uhn).

The st sound is acombination of the sk sound in “shake’ and the ¢+ sound in “take.” Try saying
“shot” without the o sound. Practice by saying the following words out loud: steigen (shtay-guhn),
Strabe (shtRah-suh), Stuhl (shtewl).

The st sound is pronounced in some words or Stuations the sameway asit isin English: Meister
(may-stuhR), Nest (nest).

German Letter(s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

sp shp No English equivalent

st sht Say shot without the o
st Say st asinstate

Four consonantsin arow! Don't panic. It's easier to read than it gppears. Tsch is pronounced 7ch,
asin theword witch. See? A breeze, right?. Matsch (mAtch), lutschen (loo-tchuhn), deutsch
(doytch).

German Letter (s) Symbol Pronunciation Guide

tsch tch Say tch asinswitch
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Herbie the Love Bug: The Classic VW

In most cases, thev ispronounced like an f: Vater (fah-tuhR), Verkehr (feR-keyR), viel (feel), but
in some cases, particularly with words that have been assmilated into the German language from
other languages such as French, the v is pronounced v.: Vampir (vAm-peeR), Vase (vah-zuh).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide
Y ] Pronounced asthey in father
v Sometimes asthe v invoice

Thew ispronounced like av: wichtig (viH-tiH), Wasser (vA-suhR), Wurst (vuRst).

German Letter Symbol Pronunciation Guide

w v Say v asinvast

Pronunciation Guide

When you are further dong in this book, you may not have time to flip through page after page
looking for the letter or the symbol you would like to know how to pronounce. Table 4.1 isan
abbreviated pronunciation guide of both vowels, modified vowels, diphthongs, and consonants that
differ in pronunciation from English consonants.

Table 4.1 Abbreviated Pronounciation Guide

Letter(s) Symbol English Example German Example
Vowels

a(short) A Closeto modern Mann

a(long) ah father Lage

e (short, stressed) e bed Bett

e (short, unstressed) uh ago Bitte

e (long) ey Closeto hey Weg

i (short) i wind Wind

i (long) ee See Wir

o (short) o lord Ort



o (long) oh Close to snow
u (short) 00 shook

u (long) ew Stew

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Verbot
Mutter

Versuch
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Letter(s) Symbol English Example

German Example

Modified Vowels

a (short) 7} fair

a(long) ah Closetofate
0 (short) 0 Closeto fur
06 (long) oh Closeto hurt
U (short) i Closetofood
U (long) tih Closetofood
Diphthongs

a, e ay 1

au ou couch

au, eu oy toy

Consonants that Differ from English

b b big
p pipe

c ts bats
k killer

ch H Close to suman
CH No equivalent

k character

Starke
Bdr
Loffel
schon
Qiick

lzigen

Bleistift
Frau

heute

Bleistift
obwohl
Cesar
Computer
ich
suchen

Character



sh shape Chef
chs X fox Fuchs
d d dog Dach
t time Wand
g g good grob
k kitten Weg
J jeans M assage
h h house Heimat
j y yes Jja
kn kn No equivalent Kneipe
pf pf No equivalent Preife
ph 7 photo Photo
ps ps psst! Pseudonyrr
ng ng ding Schlinge
qu kv No equivalent Quatch
r R No equivalent reich
(table continued on next page)
(table continued from previous page)
Letter(s) Symbol English Example German Example
S z Z€r0 Suppe
s mouse Glas
b, ss s sdlt Strabe, Masse
sch sh shape Schatten
sp shp No equivalent spidlen
st sht No eauivalent Sturm



st state Last

tsch tch Shitch deutsch
Y ] Jather Vater

v voice Vase
w v vast wichtig
z ts cats Zeug

Practice Makes Perfect

Have you practiced al these new sounds? If you have, we are willing to bet that you have
succeeded in making mogt if not al of the sounds you will need to pronounce German words
correctly. Now, practice some more by reading the following sentences out loud.

German English

Guten Tag, mein Nameist.... Good day, my nameis....

Ich komme aus den Vereinigten Staaten. I'm from the United States.

I ch habe gerade begonnen Deutsch zu lernen. | just started to learn German.

Die Ausspracheist nicht so schwer. The pronunciation isn't so difficult.
Deutsch ist eine schéne Sprache. German is abeautiful language.

The Least You Need to Know
* With some exceptions, German consonants are pronounced like their English equivaents.
* If you can't pronounce things exactly right, wing it. Y ou'll be understood.

* Read whatever you can get your hands on that has been written in German. What seems peculiar
in written German will soon become familiar to you, and soon—particularly if you listen to the
German being spoken on atape or by a native speaker—you will begin to associate letters with
their corresponding sounds.
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Chapter 5
You Know More Than You Think

@EétNNEN ’?)
4

In This Chapter

» Cognates will help you understand German

> German words in the English language

» Beware of false friends

Chances are, you've been spesking German for years without even knowing it! Kitsch, Wind,
Mensch, Angst, Arm, blond, irrational—the list of German words you aready know is longer than
you think. Thisis because there are many words in German that are Smilar to or exactly like their
English counterparts. These words are cdled cognates. There dso are many German words that
have been used so much by English speskers that they have been swallowed whole, so to spesk,
into the English language to become a part of our vocabulary. There are many other German words
thet are so Smilar to English words thet you can magter their meanings and pronunciations with little
effort. By the end of this chapter, you should be able to put together smple but meaningful sentences
in German.

Cognates: What You Already Know Can Help You

Y ou've been invited to an art opening by an artist-friend you haven't seen in years. She has been
living and teaching in Berlin for aslong as you can remember, and so you are
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surprised when you find the invitation in your mailbox. Y ou have a thousand questions you warnt to
ask her. What has it been like living in Berlin? Has she learned to spesk German yet?



What's What
Cognates Words
in German that are
similar to (near
cognates) or exactly
like (perfect cognates)
their English counterparts.

When the day of the show arrives, you go to the address on the invitation. Shortly after you push the
door open and step into anoisy, crowded room, you conclude that something must be wrong.
Everyone around you is speaking in tongues. Just as you are abott to turn and leave, your friend
pushes through the crowd and grabs you by the arm. Y ou have not, she assures you, been
kidnapped, drugged, and carried in someone's luggage to Berlin. You are in the right place. Almost
al of her admirers are Berliners, sre explains, and what you are hearing is German.

You stay closeto your friend dl night. Y ou listen to the conversations she carries on with other
people—auf Deutsch (ouf doytsh). What surprises you most is not how well your friend spesks
the language—it's how well you, having as little knowledge of it as you do, understand what is being
sad. You are able to pick up on certain words:. interessantes Object, gute Freundin,
phantastische Party, modern, blau, braun. Clearly, a new language—a hybrid, perhaps, of
German and English—is being spoken, possibly even invented by this sophisticated crowd. How
else would you be able to make sense of so many words?

Thefact is, German and English are not just kissing cousins—they're first cousns. It seems both
languages like to borrow words from the same places, namely Latin and Greek. Because they're
both members of the Germanic family of languages, they share alot of the same “ genetic
materid”—cognates, for one thing. But the redlly great part about cognates is that they have the
same meanings in German as they do in English. Pronunciation does vary, of course, but most of the
time, these words are as familiar to us as the rooms of our grandmother's old house seen again after
along absence. And don't forget! America has had such an influence on Germany since the late
‘40s, that the German language has taken many words from English, its American cousin, without
changing them at al: team, fitness center, aerobics, style, camping, and so on.

Perfect Cognates: Identical Twins

Table 5.1 lists by article perfect cognates—words that are exactly the same in English and German.
If you redlly want to get ahead of the game, use the pronunciation guide in Chapter 2 to pronounce
these words the way a German would.
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fAs a Rule

In English, we have only one definite article: “the.” In German,
there are three definite articles:

der is for masculine singular nouns
die is for feminine singular nouns
das is for neuter singular nouns

Remember: In German, all nouns are capitalized,

This doesn't mean that the noun following the article represents something male,
female, or sexless, however. Mildchen (miht-Huhn), for example, which means girl,
takes the neuter article das.

Nouns and their definite articles are explained in greater detail in Chapter 7.

Table 5.1 Perfect Cognates

Adjectives Nouns

Der Die Das
ambulant Alligator Adaptation Chaos
Am-boo-lAnt A-li-gah-toR A-dAp-tA-tsion kah-os
blond Arm Bank Element
blont ARm bAnk eh-leh-ment
elegant Bandit Basis Folk
e-le-gAnt bAn-deet bah-zis folk
formal Bus Hand Hotel
foR-mahl boos hAnt hoh-tel
international Café Inspiration Museum
in-teR-nA-tsio-nahl kA-fe een-spee-RA-tsion mew-zey-oom
irrational Chef I solation Nest
ee-RA-tsio-nahl shef ee-zo-1A4-tsion nest
irrelevant Hamburger Negation Optimun

ee-Re-le-vAnt

modern

moh-deRn

hAm-boor-guhr
Jaguar

vah-gooahr

ney-gA-tsion
Olive

ohlee-vuh

op-tee-moom
Organ

oR-cahn



v o

o

nonstop Moment Pause Panorama
non-shtop moh-ment pou-suh pA-no-Rah-mA
(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)
Adjectives Nouns

Der Die Das
parallel Motor Religion Photo
pA-rA-lehl moh-tohr rey-lee-geeohn foh-to
permanent Name Situation Pseudonym
peR-mA-nent nah-muh zee-t00-A-tseeohn psoy-doh-iihm
total President Tiger System
toh-tahl PpRey-zee-dent ee-guhr stis-teym
warm Wind Taxi
vahRm vint ta-xee
wild Tennis
vilt ten-is

How Much Do You Understand Already?

Now you could probably go back to your friend's art opening, or to some other gathering of
Germans, and carry on asimple conversation in German (with avery patient German). Let'simagine
that you are walking arm in arm with an attractive German beau or belle and making comments
about the subject matter of the paintings. How do we recommend that you practice pronouncing
these new words? If you haven't dready developed the habit of talking to yoursdlf, start talking now.
(Note: Ist expressesis in German.)

Example Y ou might say of apainting of atiger inajungle...

Tiger/wild: Der Tiger it wild.



1. You might say of apainting of acowboy in the Wild Wes...
Bandit/blond
2. You might say of a painting of the indgde of afuturigtic bank...
Bank/modern
3. You might say of apainting of George Washington...
President/elegant
4. You might say of the breeze coming in through the open window of the art gdlery...
Wind/warm

Close, But No Cigar

Table 5.2 ligs near cognates, words that are spelled dmost—>but not quite—the samein English
and German. Although their spdlings differ, their meanings are the same. Practice pronouncing the

German words correctly. Don't forget to gargle those CHs and Rs!
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Table 5.2 Near Cognates
Adjectives Nouns

Der Die Das
akademisch Aspekt Adresse Adjektiv
AkA-dey-mish As-pekt A-dRe-suh Ad-yek-teef
akustisch Autor Realitét Ballett
Akoos-tish ou-tohR Rey-ah-lee-tdt bA-let
amerikanisch Bruder Bluse Blut
Amey-Ree-kah-nish bRew-duhR blew-zuh blewt
aquivalent Charakter Energie Buch
dkvee-vah-lent kA-Rak-tuhR eh-neR-gee bewH
attraktiv Detektiv Existenz Ding
AtRAk-teev de-tek-teef ex-is-tents ding
blau Disput Familie Ende
blou dis-vewt fA-mee-lee-uh en-duh



direkt
dee-Rekt
dumm
doom
durstig
door-stik
frei

SRay
freundlich
froynt-liH
gut

gewt

interessant

in-tuh-Re-sAnt

jung
yoong
kalt
kAlt

kompetent

koom-puh-tent

lang

IAng

mystisch

miths-tish

x

Doktor
dook-tohr
Elefant
ele-fAnt

Ful

fews

Kaffee
kA-fey
Markt
mARkt
Muskel
moos-kuhl
Onkel
on-kuhl
Organismus
OR-gah-nis-moos
Ozean
ohtse-ahn
Pfennig
pfe-nik

Preis

pRays

Salat

zA-laht

(table continued on next page)

v

Gitarre
gee-tA-Ruh
Haare
hah-Ruh
Jacke
vA-kuh
Kassette
kA-se-tuh
Lampe
IAm-puh
Liste
lis-tuh
Logik
loh-gik
Medizin
meh-dee-tseen
Methode
me-toh-duh
Musik
moo-zeek
Nationalitét

nA-tseeo-ndh-lee-tdt

Natur

nA-tewR

Glas

glahs

Gras

gRahs
Haus

hous

Herz

heRts

Licht

liHt
Medikament
meh-dee-kah-ment
Ding

ding

Objekt
op-yekt
Papier
pah-peeR
Peradies
pA-RA-deez
Parfum

PAR-fiim

Phanomen

fah-noh-men



(table continued from previous page)
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Adjectives Nouns

Der Die Das
nervos Schock Optik Prinzip
neR-vohs shok op-tik PRin-tseep
passiv Skrupel Qualitat Produkt
pA-seef skRew-puhl kvah-lee-tdt pRoh-dookt
perfekt Stamm Rhetorik Programm
peR-fekt shtAm Reh-toh-Rik PpRo-gRAm
platonisch Strom Skulptur Resultat
plah-toh-nish shtRom skoolp-tewr Reh-zool-taht
popul &r Supermarkt Theorie Az
poh-pew-ldhR zew-peR-maRkt te-oh-Ree zAlts
primitiv Wein Tomate Schiff
pRee-mee-teef vayn toh-mah-tuh shif
sozia Wille Universitéat Skelett
zoh-tsee-ahl vi-luh Ew-nee-veR-zee-tit  skeh-let
tropisch Zickzack Walnub Telefon
tRo-pish tsik-tsAk wAl-noos teh-luh-fohn
wels Warnung Zentrurr
veis VaR-noong tsen-tRoom

What Do You Think?

Y ou have just boarded a deeper train from Kdln to Minchen. There is only one other person
sharing your compartment, a member—and a very atractive member, you are pleased to see—of
the opposite sex who aternates between reading a book and staring dreamily out of the window.
Y ou were tired when you first boarded the train, but now deeping is the farthest thing from your
mind. Use the adjective and noun cognates and near cognates you have learned to engage your

neighbor in conversation.



1. The weather is good.

2. Isthe book interesting?
3. The author is popular.

4. The perfumeis attractive.
5. Thewind iswarm.

6. The character is primitive.

7. The heart iswild.

Where the Action Is: Verb Cognates

What's What "ﬁf
Infinitive

form The

unconjugated form

of a verb. In German,

the infinitive form of verbs
end in en, or in some cases,
simply n. Verbs are listed in
the dictionary in the infinitive
form.
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It'stime now to take alook at verb cognates in their infinitive forms. The infinitive form of averb
does not refer to agrammetical ghost that floats around in German sentences for dl eternity. They
end, and when they do, it isusudly in en, asinthe words helfen (hel-fuhn), lernen (leR-nuhn), and
machen (mA-CHuhn). (In English, to be isaninfinitive)) Table5.3isalig of verbsthat are near

cognates in thar infinitive form.

@chtung

When you look up a verb in a dictionary, it’s important that you look it up
under its infinitive form—that is, under its unconjugated form—just as you
would if you were looking up a verb in English. Otherwise, you'll have trouble
finding the verb, because many German verbs change significantly (as do

many English verbs) after they are conjugated.

Table 5.3 Verb Cognates
German Pronunciation
backen bA-kuhn

baden bah-duhn



beginnen buh-gi-nuhn to begin
binden bin-duhn to bind
brechen bRe-Huhn to break
bringen bRin-guhn to bring
finden fin-duhn tofind
fUhlen [ h-luhn to feel
haben hah-buhn to have
helfen hel-fuhn to help
kommen ko-muhn to come
koénnen ké-nuhn can
kosten kos-tuhn to cost
machen mA-Huhn to make
mussen mii-suhn must
offnen of-nuhn to open
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
packen pA-kuhn to pack
parken paR-kuhn to park
planen plah-nuhn to plan
reservieren Rey-zeR-vee-Ruhn toreserve
rollen Ro-luhn torall
sagen zah-guhn to say
schwimmen shvi-muhn to swim
senden zen-duhn to send
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singen zin-guhn to sing

sinken zin-kuhn to sink
sitzen zi-tsuhn tosit
spinnen shpi-nuhn to spin
telefonieren tey-ley-foh-nee-Ruhn to telephone
trinken tRin-kuhn to drink

This Is Easy

Thisignt so bad, isit? Y ou can probably aready read and understand the following fun and fanciful
German sentences.

1. Der Président und der Bandit backen Tomaten.
deyR pRd-zee-dent oont deyr bAn-deet bAk-uhn toh-mah-tuhn
2. Der Onke trinkt Wein.
deyR on-kuhl tRinkt vayn
3. Der Tiger und der Elefant schwimmen in dem Ozeen.
deyR tee-guhR oont deyr ey-ley-fahnt shvi-muhn in deym oh-tsey-ahn
4. Der FIm beginnt in einem Supermarkt.
deyR film buh-gint in ay-nuhm zu-peR-mArkt
5. “Religion oder Chaos? Ein modernes Problem,” sagt der junge, intelligente Autor.

“Rey-lee-geeohn o-duhr kah-os? Ayn moh-deR-nuhs pRo-bleym,” zAkt deyR yoon-guh,
in-tey-lee-gen-tuh ou-tohR

6. Das Baby liegt in den Armen der Muitter.

dAs bd-bee leegt in deyn AR-muhn deyR moo-tuhR
7. Mein Bruder hat eine Guitarre.

mayn bRew-duhR hAt ay-nuh gee-tA-Ruh
8. Der Aligator kostet $10,000.

deyr ah-lee-gah-toR kos-tet $10,000.
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False Friends

No shortcut iswithout its pitfalls. Now that you've mastered the art of using words you aready
know to figure out wordsin German you didn't know you knew, we must warn you about false
friends, or falsche Freunde (fAl-shuh fRoyn-duh). Inlanguage asin life, false friends are
mideading. What are fase friends in language? They are words spelled the same or dmost the same
in German and in English that have different meanings. If you drink Bier (beeR) for two weeks
draight at the Oktoberfest in Miinchen, for example, you may end up destroying your liver and lying
on abier shortly after your return to the U.S. Asyou can see, these two words, which are spelled
exactly the same, have totaly different meanings. A word of caution: Cognates can be of help to you
in learning German, but false friends can trip you up. Don't assume you dready know the meaning of
every German word that looks like an English word. It's not dways that Smple. Table 5.4 lists some
common fase friends.

Table 5.4 False Friends
Part of

English Part of Speech  German Speech Meaning

after adverb der* After noun anus
Af-tuhR

aso adverb aso conjunction  so, therefore
Al-zoh

bald adjective bald adverb soon
bAlt

blaze, blase noun die* noun bladder,
Blase blah-zuh blister, or bubble

brief adjective der Brief noun letter, official
bReef document

chef noun der Chef noun boss
shef

closet noun das* Klosett noun toilet bowl
kloh-zet

sympathetic adjective sympathisch adjective nice
ziim-pah-tish

kind adjective dasKind noun child
kint

knack noun der Knacker noun old fogy

knA-kuhR



lusty adjective lustig adjective

loos-tik

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

funny

Part of
English Part of Speech  German Speech Meaning
most adjective der Most noun young wine
most
note verb die Note noun grade
noh-tuh
see verb der See noun lake
zey
sin noun der Sinn noun sense

zin

*der is pronounced deyR, die is pronounced dee, and das is pronounced dAs.

The Least You Need to Know

* By using cognates you can express yourself in German with very little effort.

» Many German words and expressons are in use every day in English.

* Beware of false friends. Don't let them trick you into saying things you don't mean.

Chapter 6
Are Idiomatic Expressions for Idiots?
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In This Chapter

> Idiomatic expressions

> Expressions of time, location, direction, and weather
» EXpressions you can use to get your opinion across

» Saying it right with German savings

It'sraining cats and dogs and you're bored to tears so you Sit down to hit the books and study alittle
German. Today you're going to focus on common expressons in German, many of which are
idioms. What are idioms? They are combinations of words peculiar to a given language. What can
happen when you don't learn idioms?

Let's say you fdl in love with a German politician and have a shotgun wedding. He's anxious for you
to meet his mother, and the two of you fly to Koln after your honeymoon. Unfortunately, he's caled
away suddenly on atop secret mission. He arranges for you to have breskfagt at the hotel with his
mother the following morning. That night, you're so worried about your Mann (mAnn) that you are
unable to deep. You read afew children's sories to yoursdlf, something that has aways soothed
and relaxed you, and soon you fal adeep. The following morning at breskfast your mother-in-law
asks you how you managed to get through the night without her son. Y ou have aworking
knowledge of German, and you know that Bett (bet) means bed and that Geschichte
(guh-shiH-tuh) means Sory, S0 you say, “Mit einer Bettgeschichte.” Y our mother-in-law goes pae,
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rises from her chair and ssumbles from the room. Without redizing it, you have used the German
idiom for having a one-night stand.

What Are Idiomatic Expressions, Anyway?



"""""f'{;f What's What
Idiomatic
expression Speech
form or expression

hat cannot be under-

stood by literal translation.

The German expression for being lucky is Schawein haben (shvayn hah-buhn) which, literdly
trandated, means “to have pig.” Don't be too quick to take offense a something that sounds like an
inqult; it may be an idiomatic expression. Idiomatic expressions ae speech forms or expressions
that cannot be understood by literal trand ation—they must be learned and memorized aong with
their meanings. Mogt differ greetly from their English counterpartsin meaning aswel asin
construction, but there are perhaps an even greaster number that differ only dightly. In English, you
say, “I'm going home.” In German you say, Ich gehe nach Hause, or “I'm going to home.” Because
prepositionsin generd areidiomatic, it helpsto learn them with certain expressons. Mogt of the
expressons you will be learning belong to this second group, and will differ from their English
counterparts only dightly.

To help you get a clearer idea of what idiomatic expressons are, here are afew in English:

Hesworth hisweight in gold. Don't blow your top.
Shel'ssick asadog. Hold your horses!

He's under the wesather. Beat it!

Idiomatic Expressions in German

Y ou probably won't be using too much German dang at hotels and restaurants, but you will certainly
find it useful to learn and memorize idiomatic expressions, which are expressions that cannot be
literaly trandated without forfeiting some or al of therr true meaning. Table 6.1 ligsafew of the
most commonly used German idiomatic expressions (along with their corresponding English
meanings).

Table 6.1 Common German Idiomatic Expressions

Idiom Pronunciation Meaning

Er tickt nicht richtig. eR tikt niHt RiH-tiH He'snot all there. (Literally, he
isn't ticking.)

Ich habe die Nase vol. iH hah-buh dee nah-zuh I've had enough. (Literally, my

fol noseisfull.)



Jetzt geht esum die

v

yetst geyt es oom dee

s

Now or never. (Literally, now it

Wurst. vooRst gets about the sausage.)
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Idiom Pronunciation Meaning

Nimm mich nicht aufden nim miH niHt oufdeyn Don't pull my leg.

Arm. ARm

Siehat nicht alle
Tassenim Schrank.

zee hAt niHt A-luh
tA-suhnim shRAnk

Ich binverrlickt nach Dir.  iH bin fe-Riikt nACH
deeR

Austiefstem Herzen.

Ich driicke Dir
dieDaumen.

iH dRii-kuh deeR
deedou-muhn

ous teef-stuhm heR-tsuhn

(Literally,don't take mein your
arms.)

She'smissing afew
marbles.(Literdly, al her cups
aren'tin the cupboard.)

I'm crazy about you.

From the bottom of myheart.
(Literally, out of thedeepest
heart.)

| crossmy fingersfor
you.(Literaly, | pressmy
thumbsfor you.)

Off You Go.

Caltare Shock

Literally translated,

the Genman slang

expression Das ist wifr

Whorst (dAs ist meeR

violtst) means “That's sausage
to me."” Although a great

many Germans appear to love
their sausage, this expression
is used to show indifference,
The idiomatic equivalent
would be Das ist mir egal (das
ist meeR ey-gahl), which means
“[t's the same to me.”
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Let's say you live in Wisconsin and you're going away for the weekend to your parents farmin
Vancouver, Canada. One of your new German friends (who doesn't speak any English) asksyou
how you're getting there. You are at aloss for words. The truth is, you will be traveling by planeto
Vancouver and then by car from the airport to the |ake on the other side of your parents house, and
then you'll be traveling by boat across the |ake to the dock where there will be a horse waiting for
you, which you will then ride to—but how in the world are you going to start explaining this? What

you need are some expressions for travel and trangportation. Look at Table 6.2 for some

suggestions.

Table 6.2 Expressions for Travel and Transportation

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

mit dem Bus mit deym boos by bus

mit dem Fahrrad mit deym fah-RAt by bicycle

mit dem Flugzeug mit deym flewk-tsoyk by plane

mit dem Motorad mit deym moh-toh-RAt by motorcycle
mit dem Schiff mit deym shif by boat
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

mit dem Zug mit deym tsewk by train

mit den Rollschuhen mit deyn Rol-shew-uhn by rollerskates
mit der U-Bahn mit deyR ew-bahn by subway
mit einem Auto mit ay-nuhm ou-toh by car

mit einem Pferd/zu Pferd mit ay-nuhm pfeRt/tsew pfeRt  on ahorse
zuFub tsew fews by foot

Putting Your Expressions to Use I (or How to Get There From Here)

Page 48

Now it'stimeto practice what you've learned. Use Table 6.2 to help you fill in the blanks of the



following sentences with the correct German expressons.

1. Ich fahre

Vancouver.)

2. Ich fahre
3. Ichfahre

4. Ichrate

It's Time to...

von Wisconsin nach Vancouver. (1 travel

vom Fughafen zum See. (I trave

Uber den See. (I go

zum Hause meiner Eltern. (I ride

over thelake)

from Wiscondn to

to my parents house.)

from the airport to the lake.)

Weve dl benefited from—and suffered from—the vagaries of time expressions. What do people
mean when they say, “I'll seeyou soon,” or “I'll see you later”? It's hard to say. Sometimes it means
tommorow, sometimes in ten years. Many time expressions have awide range of interpretations,
while others are more grounded and specific. Table 6.3 has afew time expressions you should

know.

Table 6.3 Time Expressions

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

am Endevon Am en-duh fon at the end of
auf Wiedersehen ouf vee-deR-zey-huhn goodbye
bisbald bis bAlt see you soon

bis heute Abend

bis hoy-tuh ah-buhnt

seeyou thisevening

bis Morgen bis moR-guhn see you tomorrow
bis spater bis shpdh-tuhR seeyou later
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

(zu) froh (tsew) fRiih (too) early

(zu) spéat (tsew) shpdht (too) late
gleichzeitig glayH-tsay-tiH simultaneously
auten Taa/Abend gew-tuhn tahk/ah-buhnt aood dav/evenina
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hallo

ineiner Weile
jetzt
monatlich
plétzlich
punktlich
regelmabig
sofort

taglich

von morgens bis
abends

von Tag zu Tag
von Zeit zu Zeit
wochentlich

zur gleichen Zeit

o

hA-loh

in ay-nuhR vay-luh
yetst

moh-nAt-liH
plots-liH
plinkt-1iH
rey-guhl-mdh-siH
zoh-foRt

tihk-l1iH

fon moR-guhns bis
ah-buhnts

fon tahk tsew tahk
fon tsayt tsew tsayt

vo-Hent-liH

tsewR glay-Huhn tsayt

~ s ~

hello

in awhile
now
monthly
suddenly
punctually
regularly
immediately
daily

from morning till night

from day to day
fromtimetotime
weekly

at the sametime

Putting Your Expressions to Use II (or What Time Is It?)

What German idioms of time would you use in the following Stuations?

1. When your partner leaves on abusiness trip for the weekend you say:

2. When you say goodbye to afriend you will be seeing later that evening, you

say.

3. If themovie beginsat 5 p.m. and you arrive & 5 p.m., you arrive:
4. If the movie beginsat 5 p.m. and you arrive a 7 p.m., you arrive;
5. If themovie beginsat 5 p.m. and you arrive a 4 p.m., you arrive:
6. If you watch TV every now and then, you watch it:

7. Y ou should brush your teeth:

Go Left, Right, Straight, and Then Left Again

Some of the most useful vocabulary you can learn, particularly if you plan to trave through



Germany, are the words for expressing location and direction. To use many of these expressions,
you need to know about cases in German (see Chapter 9). Table 6.4 focuses on smple termsto
help you get to wherever you're going.

Table 6.4 Expressions Showing Location and Direction

Expression Pronunciation Meaning
drauben dRou-suhn outdoors
entlang ent-l1Ang aong
gegenliber ge-geyn-ti-buhR opposite, facing
geradeaus gey-Rah-duh-ous ahead

hinter hin-tuhR behind

(nach) links (nACH) links (to the) left

(nach) rechts
neben
seitlich

uber

unter

vor

(nACH) ReHts
ney-buhn
zayt-liH
tih-buhR

oon-tuhR

fohr

(to the) right
beside
at the side

over, across

beneath, below, under

in front of
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Putting Your Expressions to Use III (or Just Getting There in One Piece)

Now you can get anywhere, right? Herés asmplified map of asreet. Seeif you can fill in the

blanks correctly by following directionsin German.



der
Spielplatz
die Post das Café die Backerei
I
e W P achTio=g
der Parkplatz
der Bahnhof das Hotel das Museum

ool | | E2 <

A German street.
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Example: Rechts neben dem Café ist die Backerei.
1. Gegenllber der Post ist

2. Vor dem Musaum ist

3. Links neben dem Hotd ist

4. Hinter dem Caféist

5. Die Backerel ist gegentiber
So, What Do You Think?

Opinions—who doesn't have them? Some of us seem to have more of them than most people.
Why? We express them. We tell you how the food was. We tell you how the movie was. We tdll
you what we think of the government in our country and of the governmentsin ather countries and of
governments that don't even exist yet but should. Now it's your turn: Express yourself—auf
Deutsch, bitte (ouf doytch, bi-tuh). (See Table 6.5.)

Table 6.5 Expressing Your Opinions

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

Mir geht es &hnlich. Meer geyt es dhn-liH. | feel similarly.

bestimmt buh-shtimt certainlv



Dasist mir egal.

Das macht nichts.
genau

Ich habe keine Ahnung.
nattrlich

offensichtlich/klar/
einleuchtend

ohne Zweifel/zweifellos

Du/Sie hast/haben recht.

selbstverstandlich
Dasist falsch.
Dasist viel besser.
Dasist vallig richtig.

Dasfindeich
gut/schlecht.

Dasist eine
tolle/schlechte I dee.

dAs ist meeR ey-gahl

dAs maHt niHts

guh-nou

iH hA-buh kay-nuh ah-noong
nah-tuR-liH

of-en-siHt-liH/kIAR/
ayn-loyH-tend

oh-nuh
tsvay-fuhl/tsvay-fuhl-lohs

Dew/zee hAst/hah-buhn ReHt.

selbst-feR-shtint-liH

dAs ist fAlsh

dAs ist feel be-suhR

dAs ist fo-liH riH-giH

dAs fin-duh iH gewt/shleHt

dAs ist ay-nuh
to-luh/shleH-tuh ee-dey

s

That's all the sameto me.
It doesn't matter.

exactly

| have no idea

of course

obviously

without a doubt; doubtless

You areright.
self-evident

Y ou are wrong.
That's much better.
That's entirely right.

That's good/bad.

That's a good/bad idea.
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Putting Your Expressions to Use IV (or What's Your Opinion?)

Imagine this. Y ou're spending the weekend with afriend. She (or he) suggests ways for the two of
you to spend the afternoon. Fill in the blanks with the gppropriate German suggestions and the
English meanings.
Your friend: Heute scheint ein schoner Tag zu sein. Denkst du das es regnen wird? (Today
looks like a beatiful day. Do you think it will ran?)

You: .Ich habe den Wetterbericht nicht gelesen.
( 1 haven't read the weather report today.)

Your friend: Hast du lugt heute Nachmittag schwimmen zu gehen? (Do you fed like going
swimming this afternoon?)



You: Jch schwimme gern! ( 1 love
svimming!)

Your Friend: Vidleicht sollten wir zunéchst den Wetterbericht lesen. Das Wetter kbnnte sich
andern. (Maybe we should read the wesather forecast first. The weather may change.)

You: .Dasist mir schon oft passiert.
( It's happened to me before.)

Your Friend: Welche Zeitung sollen wir kaufen? (Which newspaper should we buy?)

You: Jch glaube in jeder Zeitung finden wir einen Wetterbericht.
( 1 think that we can find a weather report in any newspaper.)

How Do You Feel?

Many physicd and emotional conditionsin German can be expressed with the verb sein (zayn), that
means “to be,” just as they would bein English: | am sad, | am happy, and so on. To express many
other conditions, however, you must use the verb haben (hA-buhn), “to have” For example, in
German, you would say Ich habe Angst (iH hah-buh Angst), literdly, “1 have fear.” To express
certain physical conditions you can use both sein and haben. Chapter 9 discusses these verbs and
their conjugations further. For now, concentrate on expressing how you fed: ich bin (iH bin), for
expressonswith sein, and ich habe (iH hah-buh), for expressonswith haben. (See Table 6.6.)
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Table 6.6 Physical Conditions

Expression Pronunciation Meaning

.Jahrealt sein ..yah-Ruh Alt zayn to be...yearsold
Angst haben (vor) Ankst hah-buhn (foR) to be afraid (of)
argerlich sein dR-guhR-liH zayn to be angry

beleidigt sein buh-lay-diHt zayn to be offended
beschamt sein buh-shdmt zayn to be ashamed (of)
besorgt sein/Sorgen haben  buh-zoRkt zayn/zoR-guhn to be worried/to have

hah-buhn

worries

durstig sein/Durst haben dooR-stiH zayn/dooRst to be thirsty
hah-buhn

glicklich sein gliik-1iH zayn to be happy

héblich sein hds-liH zavn to be ualv



hungrig sein/Hunger haben

mide sein

Schmerzen haben

schon sein
traurig sein

verliebt sein

v

hun-gRiH zayn/hun-guhR
hA-buhn

miih-duh zayn

shmeR-tsuhn hah-buhn

shéhn zayn
tRou-RiH zayn

feR-leept zayn

~ s

to be hungry

to betired

to have an ache, to be
inpan

to be beautiful
to be sad

tobeinlove

fs a Rule

Feelings that are expressed with the verb haben are followed by a
noun. Feelings that are expressed with the verb sein are followed by an
adjective.

fchtung

If you say “1 am hot”

in German, you are cer-
tain to be misunderstood.

Ich bin heip (iH bin hays),
expresses the speaker's
level of sexual arousal. To
express that you are hot
physically, yvou would say,
Mir ist heil (mmeeR ist hays).

Express how you fed, usng the expressions in the previous section.
1. Ichbin (I antired.)
2. Mirigt (I am cold.)
3. Sewent. Seigt .(Shecries. Sheissad.)

4. Ich bin ,dab das Wetter gut ist. (I'm happy that the weather is good.)
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5. Mein Magen knurrt. Ich bin . (My stomach is growling. I'm hungry.)

6. Ich bin .(I'minlove)



How About This Weather We're Having?

Caltare Shock

In German, as in En-
glish, many weather
conditions are expressed
impersonally, as in “It is
raining,” or “It is cloudy.”

Not only is weather dways a good conversation sarter, it is bound to be—no matter what country
you're in—atopic of conversation. Table 6.7 lists Smple sentences with the most common wesather
expressions and the infinitive form of the verb. Note: The infinitive form of isz issein.

Table 6.7 Weather Expressions

Weather Expression
and Infinitive

Pronunciation

Meaning

Esregnet. (regnen)
Es schneit. (schneien)
Esist windig.
Esblitzt. (blitzen)

Es donnert. (donnern)
Esist regnerisch.
Esist feucht.

Esist stirmisch.

Das Wetter ist schon.

Das Wetter ist
schlecht.

Das Wetter ist
herrlich.

Esist sonnig.

Esregnet in Stromen.

es Rek-nuht (Rek-nuhn)
es shnayt (shnay-uhn)
es ist vin-diH

es blitst (blits-uhn)

es do-nuhRt (do-nuhRn)
es ist Rek-nuh-Rish

es ist foyHt

es ist shtiiR-mish

dAs ve-tuhR ist shéhn

dAs ve-tuhR ist shleHt

dAs ve-tuhR ist heR-IiH

es ist so-niH

es Rek-nuht in
shtROh-muhn

Itisraining. (torain)

It is snowing. (to snow)
Itiswindy.

Thereislightning. (to lightning)
It isthundering. (to thunder)
Itisrainy.

Itishumid.

Itisstormy.

The weather is beautiful.

The weather is bad.

The weather iswonderful.

Itissunny.

Itis pouring.

Putting Your Expressions to Use VI (or How's the Weather?)

Look at the weather map of Germany. Tell what the weether will be in the following cities:



Magdeburg
Dresden
Stuttgart
Munich
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3 Bewolkt

W Regnerisch
‘%ﬁ%’ Sonnig

f Gewitter

Heiter bis
Wolkig

A weather map of Germany.
Example: (city name): regnerisch
1.
2.
3.
4.

Saying the Right Thing

Y ou know the saying, the early bird gets the worm. Do you know what it means? Neither do 1. Still,
sayings are everywhere in language, embodying familiar truths and generdly accepted beliefsin
colorful, expressive language. Here are afew German sayings and the English counterparts (see
Table 6.8).



Table 6.8 Sayings

German Saying

Pronunciation

English Equivalent

Wer zuerst kommt,
mahlt zuerst.

Wasich nicht weis,

macht mich nicht heib.

Wer zuletzt lacht,
lacht am Besten.

Wer lUgt, der stiehlt.
Ib, wasgar ist, trink,

wasKlar ist, sprich
waswahr ist.

veyR tsew-eRst komt,
mahlt tsew-eRst

vas iH niHt ways, mAHt
miH niHt hays

veyR tsew-letst [AHt,
[AHt Am bes-tuhn

veyR liihkt, deyR
shteelt

is, vAs gahR ist, tRink,
vAs klahR ist, shpriH
vAs vahR ist

The early bird gets the worm.

Wheat | don't know can't hurt me.

He who laughs last, laughs best.

Hewho lies, steals.

Eat what is cooked, drink what is
clear, speak what istrue.

The Least You Need to Know

* All languages have idiomatic expressons that are particular to that language.
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* There are certain terms, phrases, and expressons in German that will be useful to you when you
want to express location, direction, or an opinion.

» When you use sayings, don't trandate from English to German. There are many sayings in German

which, athough they have the same sense as English sayings, are expressed using different

words.

Chapter 7

The Joy of Gender
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In This Chapter

» How to determine the sex of words
»> Sex changes

» Pluralities

Think agirl isfemde (das Mddchen)? Think your femae baby-stter isfemae (der Babysitter)?
Think your infant girl isfemde (der Sdugling)? Not to a German. In this chapter, you'll learn
everything you need to know about the sex of German nouns.

Determining Gender: Is It a Girl or a Boy—or Is It Neuter?

If you have taken any French or Spanish, you have aready dedlt with nouns that have two genders.
In German, it's more complex: German nouns have three distinct genders. Believe it or nat, the
English language usad to share this fixation on gender with our German cousins. But very early on,
even before Chaucer was writing hisbawdy Canterbury Tales, English-speakers were quite
politically correct. We began referring to everything as a genderless “the” If you've been reading this
book carefully, you've probably aready noticed that German nouns are preceded by three distinct
definite artides: the masculine
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aticdleder (deyR), thefeminine atide die (dee), or the neuter article das (dAs). All plurd nouns are
preceded by the plurd article die (dee).



What's What
Definite
article The
masculine (der),
feminine (die), or
neuter (das) article that
precedes German nouns and
corresponds with “the” in
English, Unlike the English
“the” these articles show the
gender and number of a
Lo,

variety of articles, such as
der, die, das, or die (the
equivalent of “the” for plural
nouns), gin the equivalent of
“a” for masculine or neuter
nouns, or eine, the equiva-
lent of “a" for feminine
TOUTNS.

|

Determining gender can be tricky. Often, the natural gender of the noun and the grammeatica gender
of the definite article work the way you'd expect them to; Herr (heR), for example, the noun for
“man” takes the masculine artide der (deyR).

\ Noun marker Any of a

But more often, you can't get the article for anoun just by looking at it. Wak on the noun, shake i,
turn it upside down, throw it againg the wall and till you will be no closer to uncovering its gender.
(It would, of course, be quicker and more effective to look the noun up in adictionary, where
measculine nouns are followed by m., feminine nounsby f., and neuter nouns by #.) Scholars have
come up with many theories about why some nouns take certain definite articles, but the truth is, in
German, there are no Imple rules or explanations for determining gender. Why is the mesat you eat
a dinner neuter (das Fleisch), the potato feminine (die Kartoffel), and the cauliflower masculine
(der Rosenkohl)? Y our guessis as good as ours.

Other than learning the gender and plurd of anoun dong with the noun itsdlf, there is no fall-safe
way of ensuring that you know the correct gender of the German noun you are about to usein a
sentence. The gender of anoun affectsits relationship to ather words in a sentence, and if you learn
the definite articles dong with the nouns, it will be easier for you to form sentences correctly later.
There are afew tricks, however, for determining the gender of certain nouns as well asfor dtering
the gerder of certain other nouns, asin English when you change the word “waiter” to “waitress”
WEIl share them with you later in this chapter. Keep reading!

The noun marker for plural nouns (die) should not to be confused
with the feminine singular definite article {die). Only singular noun
markers clearly show the gender of a noun.




Absolutely, Definitely Definite Articles

Before you get into German nouns, there's one little obstacle you have to take a running legp over:
The noun marker that precedes the noun. We use the term noun marker to refer
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to an article or adjective that tells us whether anoun ismasculine (M.), feminine (f.), neuter (n.),
singular (S.), or plural (p.) The most common noun markers, shown in Table 7.1, are definite
artidles expressng “the’ and indefinite articles expressing “a” “an,” or “one.”

Table 7.1 Singular Noun Markers

Masculine Feminine Neuter
the der die das
one, a, an en eine en

Singular Nouns

The nounsin Table 7.2 are easy to remember. There is an obvious correspondence between the
grammatica gender of the noun marker and the natural gender of the noun.

Table 7.2 Gender-Obvious Nouns

Masculine Feminine

Noun Pronunciation English Noun Pronunciation English
der Bruder deyR bRew-duhR  the brother die Schwester  dee shves-tuhR the sister
der Cousin deyR koo-zin the cousin die Cousine dee koo-zee-nuh the cousin
der Freund deyR fRoynt thefriend die Freundin dee froyn-din thefriend
der Onkel deyR on-kuhl the uncle die Tante dee tAn-tuh the aunt
der Opa deyR oh-pah the grandfather dieOma dee oh-mah the grandn
der Vater deyR fah-tuhR the father die Mutter dee moo-tuhR the mother
ein Mann ayn mAn the man eine Frau ay-nuh fRou the woman
ein Sohn ayn zohn the son eine Tochter ay-nuh toCH-tuhR the daught




Asa Il;le

The days of the week, the months of the year, and the four seasons
(discussed in Chapter 13) take masculine noun markers: der Montag
(deyR mohn-tahk), der Januar (deyR yah-new-ahR), der Sommer (deyR zo-muhR),
and so on.
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Even in aworld where hardly anything iswhét it seems, there are il certain kinds of nouns whose
gender you can determine even if you haven't memorized their definite articles. For example, nouns
referring to male persons (der Mann, der Sohn), nouns of professonsending in -er, -or, -ler or
-ner (der Pastor, der Bdcker), and most nouns referring to male animals of a species (der Fuchs,
der Lowe) take the article der. Tables 7.3 through 7.5 group endings that will help you to identify
the gender of nouns.

Table 7.3 Masculine Nouns

Masculine Endings Example Pronunciation English Meaning
-ich der Strich deyR shtRiH theline

-ig der Honig deyR hoh-niH the honey

-ing der Ring deyR Ring thering

-ling der Stréfling deyR shtRdhf-ling the prisoner

Exception: dasDing (dAs ding), thething

Generdly, two-syllable nouns ending in -e such as Sonne (zo-nuh), and Blume (blew-muh), take
the feminine article die.

Table 7.4 Feminine Nouns

Feminine Endings Example Pronunciation English Meaning
-el dieMalerei dee mah-ley-Ray the painting
-heit die Gesundheit dee gey-soont-hayt  the health

-keit die Leichtigkeit dee layH-tiH-kayt the lightness
-schaft die Gesellschaft dee gey-zel-shAft the company

-ung die Wanderung dee vAn-dey-Rung the walking tour




@As a Rule

Even if you aren’t a botanist, it may be helpful to keep in mind that
most trees and flowers take the feminine article: die Tulpe {dee fool-puh),
die Rose (dee Roh-suh), die Eiche (dee ay-Huh).

Das Berlin, das Deutschland, das Paris—ocountries, towns, and cities dl take the neuter article
das. So do the letters of the dphabet: das A, das B, das C, das D, and so on.
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Table 7.5 Neuter Nouns
Neuter Endings Example Pronunciation English Meaning
-lein das Fréulein dAs fRoy-layn the young lady
-chen das Hiindchen dAs hiint-Huhn the doggy
-nis das Ergebnis dAs eR-gep-nis the result
-tel das Drittel dAs dRi-tuhl thethird
-tunr das Eigentum dAs ay-guhn-tewm the property

Exceptions. der Irrtum (deyR iR-tewm), the error; der Reichtum (deyR RayH-tewm), the wedth;
die Erlaubnis (dee eR-loup-nis), the permisson; and die Erkenntnis (dee eR-kent-nis), the
knowledge.

In German, there are certain nouns that never change their gender, regardless of whether they refer
to amale or afemae person or animd. Here are afew of them.

German Pronunciation English
dasKind dAs kint the child

das Model dAs moh-del the model
das Individuum dAs in-dee-vee-doo-oom theindividual
der Flichtling deyR fliiHt-ling the refugee
das Opfer dAs op-feR thevictim
das Genie dAs iev-nee the aenius



g o ~

die Person dee peR-zohn the person

In most cases, making nouns feminine is as easy as dropping the vowd (if the noun endsin avowe),
adding -in to the masculine noun, and, if the noun containsan «, an o, or au, modifying this vowd:
der Koch (deyR koCH), for example, becomes die Kochin (dee kéHin). Table 7.6 lists some
common nouns that can undergo sex changes.

Table 7.6 Sex Changes
Feminine

Masculine Ending  Pronunciation Ending Pronunciation Meaning
der Lehrer deyR ley-Ruhr dieLehrerin dee ley-Ruh-Rin the teacher
der Schiler deyR shiih-luhr die Schilerin dee shiih-luh-Rin  the school

boy/girl
der Arzt deyR aRtst die AArtztin dee diRts-tin the doctor
der Bauer deyR bou-uhr die Béuerin dee boy-eyR-in the farmer
der Lowe deyR I6h-wuh dieLowin dee I6h-vin thelion
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Compound Nouns

M eeresgrundforschungd aborauswertungsberi cht—jpronounced
mey-Ruhs-gRoont-foR-shoonks-lah-bohR-ous-veR-toonks-buh-RiHt—what in the world, you
may ask, isthat? Believeit or not, that is aword—a compound noun, to be exact. It means
“sea-floor research lab evauation report.” In English, there are words such as “nightgown” that have
been formed out of more than one noun, but compound nouns of the cargo-train variety are a
German phenomenon. Don't et these words frighten you. If you can recognize the individiad nouns
out of which the longer word is formed, you should have no trouble figuring out whet the word
means. Remember that when you string nouns together to form a compound noun, it's the last noun
in the word that determines the gender for the entire noun.

Seeif you can put the following nouns together to form compound nouns:
Example:

die Zeit (time) + der Gaist (Spirit) = der Zeitgeist

1. das Hotdl (hotel) + die Kette (chain) =



2. die Musik (music) + das Geschéft (store) =

3. das Geschenk (gift) + das Papier (paper) =

4. das Blut (blood) + der Druck (pressure) =

5. der Brief (letter) + der Kasten (box) =

Ann or an s 1S sometimes used between nouns to connect them:
die Tomate (tomato) + der Saft (juice) = der Tomatensaft

die Liebe (love) + die Erklarung (declarations) = die Liebeserklarung

When There's More Than One Noun

In English, it's relaively easy to talk about more than one thing—usudly, you just add an s to aword
But there are pluras that sump learners of our language. How many childs do you have, or rather
children? Arethey slly little gooses, uh, geese? And what about those fishes in the deep blue
sea—arent they fish? In German pluras seem to be confusing too, but there is amethod to the
madness. In German, there are rules about forming plurds, in fact, an abundance of rules. Thisis
what makes forming plurasin German such a chdlenge. For now, remember that when anoun
becomes plura in German, the noun marker becomes plurd with it. In German, the articles der, die,
and das dl become die in ther plurd form (see Table 7.8).

Page 63

Table 7.8 Plural Noun Markers

Masculine Feminine Neuter

the die die die

Pluralities.

Everybody knows that if you've got more than one cat you've got cats (and ayear's supply of kitty
litter); if you buy more than one red Corvette you've got Corvettes (and a serious midlife crigs). In
German, however, it's alittle trickier. When nouns become plurd in German, the noun ether remains
unchanged (Mdidchen, for example, remains Mddchen in the plurd) or takes -¢, -er, -n, -en, or ina
few cases -s. Many nouns undergo avowe modification. There are rules for forming plurdsin
German, however, and many exceptions to these rules. The best way to be sure that you are forming
the plurd of anoun correctly isto memoarize it dong with the noun and the article. The fallowing
tables give you some basic rules on how to form pluras.

When the nounsin Table 7.9 and Table 7.10 become plurd, they take either -n or -en. A mgority
of German nounsfdl into this group, including most feminine nouns. The nouns in this group never



take an umlaut in the plurd, but if they dready have onein the Sngular, it is retained.

When the nounsending in -e, -e/, and -er in Table 7.9 become plurd, they take -n.

Table 7.9 Plural Nouns: Group I

German Noun

German Noun

Singular Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation English Meaning
das Auge dAs ou-guh die Augen dee ou-guhn eye(s)

der Bauer deyR bou-uhR die Bauern dee bou-uhRn farmer(s)

der Junge deyR yoon-guh die Jungen dee yoon-guhn boy(s)

der Name dyeR nah-muh dieNamen dee nah-muhn name(s)

die Gruppe dee gRoo-puh die Gruppen dee gRoo-puhn group(s)

die Kartoffel dee kAR-to-fuhl dieKartoffeln  dee kAR-to-fuhln potato(es)

die Schissel dee shii-suhl die Schisseln  dee shii-suhin bowl(s)

die Steuer dee shtoy-uhR die Steuern dee shtoy-uhRn tax(es)

The mgority of the nounsin Table 7.10 that take the ending -ex in the plurd are feminine nouns
endingin -ung, -ion, -keit, -schaft, and -tdt. All nouns referring to female persons or animals ending

in-in double the » in the plurd form.

Table 7.10 Plural Nouns: Group II
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German Noun German Noun English

Singular Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation Meaning

dasHerz dAs heRts dieHerzen dee heR-tsuhn heart(s)

das Ohr dAs ohR die Ohren dee oh-Ruhn ear(s)

der Mensch deyR mensh die Menschen dee men-shuhn human
being(s)

die Freiheit dee fRay-hayt die Freiheiten dee fRay-hay-tuhn liberty(ies)

die Konigin dee kéh-nee-gin die Koniginnen dee kéh-nee-gi-nuhn  the queen(s)

dieLowin dee l6h-vin die Lowinnen dee l6h-vi-nuhn the lioness(es)

die Mannschaft dee mAn-shAft die Mannschaften  dee mAn-shAf-tuhn crew(s),

team(s)



die Méglichkeit

die Qualitat dee kvah-lee-tiht

die Religion dee
Rey-lee-gee-ohn

die Zeit dee tsayt

die Zeitung dee tsay-toong

dee mo-kliH-kayt

die Mdéglichkeiten

die Qualitéaten

die Religionen

die Zeiten

die Zeitungen

dee mo-kliH-kay-tuhn
dee kvah-lee-tih-ten

dee
Rey-lee-gee-oh-nuhn

dee tsay-tuhn

dee tsay-toon-guhn

possibility(ies)
quality(ies)

religion(s)

time(s)

newspaper(s)

The nounsin Table 7.11 take no ending in their plurd form. Some of the masculine nounsin the
group undergo avowd modification, as do the only two feminine nouns in this group. The neuter

nouns don't change.

Table 7.11 Plural Nouns: Group III

German Noun German Noun

Singular Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation English Meaning
das Mittel dAs mi-tuhl die Mittel dee mi-tuhl the mean(s)

das Zimmer dAs tsi-muhR die Zimmer dee tsi-muhR the room(s)

der Garten deyR gAR-tuhn die Gérten dee gdR-tuhn the garden(s)

der Lehrer deyR ley-RuhR die Lehrer dee ley-RuhR the teacher(s)
der Vater deyR fah-tuhR dieVater dee fah-tuhR the father(s)

die Mutter dee moo-tuhR die Mtter dee mii-tuhR the mother(s)

die Tochter dee toCH-tuhR die Tochter dee toH-tuhR the daughter(s)
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When the nounsin Table 7.12 become plurd, they take the ending -e. All neuter and feminine nouns
that end in -nis double the s in the plurd form.

Table 7.12 Plural Nouns: Group IV

German Noun German Noun English

Singular Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation Meaning
dasEreignis dAs eR-ayk-nis die Ereignisse dee eR-ayk-ni-suh  the event(s)
das Gedicht dAs eev-diHt die Gedichte dee gev-diH-tuh the noem(s)



das Jahr
das Pferd
der Baum
der Brief

der Zusammenhang

die Kenntnis
die Kunst

dieWand

o v

dAs yahR

dAs pfeRt

deyR boum

deyR bReef

deyR
tsew-sA-men-hAng
dee kent-nis

dee koonst

dee vAnt

o v

die Jahre dee yah-Ruh the year(s)

die Pferde dee pfeR-duh the horse(s)
dieBaume dee boy-muh the tree(s)
dieBriefe dee bRee-fuh the letter(s)

die dee the connection(s)
Zusammenhénge  tsew-sA-men-hdn-gu

die Kenntnisse

die Kinste

dieWande

dee kent-ni-suh

dee kiins-tuh

dee vin-duh

the knowledge
the art(s)

thewall(s)

The plurds of the nounsin Table 7.13 end in -er. Wherever possible, vowels are modified. Wher
they cannot be modified, asin the noun das Bild, (the vowels e and i never take an umlaut in
German) the word takes the -er ending.

Table 7.13 Plural Nouns: Group V

German Noun

German Noun

Singular Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation English Meaning
dasBild dAs bilt dieBilder dee bil-duhR the painting(s)
das Buch dAs bewCH die Bucher dee bii-HuhR the book(s)
dasLand dAs IAnt die Lander dee ldn-duhR the country(ies)
der Geist deyR gayst die Geister dee gay-stuhr the ghost(s)

der Mann dyeR mAn die Manner dee md-nuhR the man(men)
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As a Rule

Compound nouns take the plural form of the last noun. Der
Fahnarzt (deyR tsahn-ARtst), for example, is made up of the two
words der Zahn and der Arzt (deyR ARtst). Because Arzt comes last, it is the only
part of the compound noun which becomes plural.

Singular Plural English
der Zahnarzt die Zahnirzte the dentist(s)
deyR tsahn-ARsT dee fsahn-idRis-tuh

der Weisheitszahn die Weisheitszihne the wisdom tooth (teeth)
deyR vays-hayts-tsahn  dee vays-hayts-tsih-nuh

Practice Those Plurals

fchtung
Some nouns in Ger-
man are used only in
their plural forms. These
are worth noting, particu-
" larly because you don't
hawve to worry about whether the
articles preceding them are mas-
culine, feminine, or neuter. They
always take the plural article die.

German English
die Ferien vacation

die Geschwister  brothers
and sisters

die Leute people
die Eltern parents

Itsyour firg day in Berlin. Practice telling people what you're looking for in the plurd.
Example: Y ou need some peace and quiet. Y ou are looking for parks.
Ich suche die Parks.

1. Y ou need to have your wisdom tooth removed. Y ou ask someone where you can find dentists in
Berlin. Tel this person that you need the names of afew dentigts.

Wo findeich ?Ich brauche die eniger Zahnarzte.

2. You would like to relax somewhere and drink a cup of coffee. Ask someone where some nice
cafés aein Belin.

Wo finde ich einige schone in Berlin?

3. Yourelooking for the brothers of afriend in acafé. Y ouve never met them before. Ask two
men sitting at atable if they're your friend's brothers.



Sind Sedie von Marc?

4. You're curiousto find out what the weather will be like tomorrow. Stop at akiosk and ask the
mean a the counter if dl German newspapers have westher forecasts.

Haben dle Deutschen enen Wetterbericht?
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As a Rule

A few nouns in German take an -s to form the plural. These are
usually either words ending in “a,” “i,” or “u.” Add “s” in the plural
for nouns of foreign origin, such as die Kamera (die Kameras), das Café (die
Cafés), das Biiro (die Biiros).

5. You enter the lobby of ahotdl. Ask the receptionist how expensive the rooms are.

Wieteuer sind lhre ?

What Have You Learned About Gender?

In the following ads, which employers are seeking male employees? Which are seeking femae
employees? Which ads are open to gpplicants of both sexes?

1. Deutsche Rockband sucht englischsprachige Sangerin. Unsere Musikrichtung ist vollig gemischt
und reicht von Billie Holiday bis Janis Joplin. Alle Bewerberinnen sollten Gitarre spiden kdnnen.

2. Das Knappschaftskrankenhaus sucht dringend Pfleger und Pflegerinnen, welche ab sofort mit
ihrer Tétigkeit beginnen kénnen. Eine Aushildung in diesem Bereich it erforderlich. Bitte
kontaktieren Sie uns fur weitere Informationen.

3. Wir suchen zu baldmdglichem Antritt eine freundliche Apothekerin (Vollzeit). Wir bieten eine
egengténdinge und verantwortungsvolle Arbeit in einem kleinen, freundlichen Team.

4. Sekretédr/in gesucht! Deutsche Muttersprache/gute Englischkentnisse/PC- Erfahrung (Internet)/bis
40 Jahre/Gehat nach Vereinbahrung.

5. Restaurant sucht Koch zur Aushilfe. Wir betreiben einen Apfdweinloka in Frankfurt und suchen
umgehend einen Aushilfskoch/Gehdt nach Absprache.

The Least You Need to Know

* Thereis no sure-fire way of determining gender other than memorizing the definite article with the
noun.

* The mgority of nouns referring to male persons and animals become feminine nouns when -in is
added.



* There are many exceptions to rules about forming plurds. Plura forms of nouns should be learned
aong with the noun and the definite article.
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Chapter 8
The Case of the Declining Noun

In This Chapter
* Cases in German
» The declension of nouns

*> An introduction to subject pronouns

Before we gtart, we should probably warn you that this chapter introduces some new grammatical
concepts and that it just might take some time before you fully understand these new concepts.
More understanding will come with time—and with exposure to the language. We dl know that
learning grammar can be about as exciting as watching grass grow, but lots of people have doneiit
and are now happier, German-spesking individuas.

Now that you have familiarized yoursdlf with nouns, it's time to learn how to start forming sentences.
In English, once you have the subject, the verb, and the direct object, thisis an easy enough thing to
do; you put the wordsin the right order and start talking. It doesn't work thisway in German,
however, Word order—the position of words in a sentence—isn't as crucid in German asitisin
English. The reason for thisis that in German, nouns, pronouns, articles, adjectives, and prepostions
occur in four cases. nominative, accusative, detive, and genitive.
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The Four Cases in German



What's What
Word order The
position of words
in a sentence,

Y ou don't have to be Sherlock Holmes to figure out casesin German. Cases are the form nouns,
pronouns, adjectives, and prepositions take in a sentence depending on their function. When we
gpeak of cases and nouns, we are speaking of their articles, snceit is primarily the article that comes
before a noun that indicatesits gender, number, and—you guessed it—case. There are four casesin
German: nominative, accusative, detive, and genitive. Don't be put off. Basically, the nominative case
indicates the sLbject of a sentence, the accusative case indicates the direct object of a sentence, and
the dative case indicates the indirect object of a sentence.

Subject Verb Direct Object Indirect Object

Theqgirl eats thetail of thefish

What's What

Case The form
ICAITLS, DIOTOLIS,
adjectives, and pre-

positions take de-

pending on their function

in a senterce.

The genitive caseis used to show possession, asin the phrase “the figh's tail.”

In German, cases enable you to vary the order of nouns and pronouns without changing the overal
meaning of the sentence.

Das Mé&dchen ibt den Fisch.
Den Fisch ibt das M adchen.

It may look to you like the fish is eating the girl in the second sentence. However, thisis not true
thanks to the cases taken by nouns das Mddchen (nom.) and den Fisch (acc.). Despite the position
of the nouns, the noun markers remain the same in both sentences, clearly indicating that the fish is
being eaten by the girl, and not that the girl is being eaten by the fish.

Starting with the Nominative Case

Y ou begin with the nominative case. Nominative is the case of the subject of the sentence, that is, of
the noun or pronoun performing the action (or undergoing the state of being) of the verb.

Nominative (Subiect) Verb



Ich (1) trinke (drink)
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What Gets the Action: The Accusative Case

The accusative case is the case you use with the direct object. The direct object refersto a who or
what the action of the verb is being directed. Y ou aso use the accusative case with time and
messuring deta that answers the questions how short, how soon, how often, how much, how old,
and so on.

Nominative (Subject) Verb Accusative (Direct Object)

Er (he) schickt (sends) ein Paket (a package)

Indirectly: The Dative Case

The dative case can be used instead of a possessive adjective with parts of the body and after
certain verbs, prepositions, and adjectives. It is used primarily to indicate the indirect object,
however. The indirect object is the object for whose benefit or in whose interest the action of the
verb is being performed.

Nominative Dative (Indirect Accusative (Direct

(Subject) Verb Object) Object)

Er (he) schickt (sends) seinem Bruder (his ein Paket (a package)
brother)

It's All Mine: The Genitive Case

The genitive case indicates possesson.

Nominative Dative (Indirect Genitive Accusative
(Subject) Verb Object) (Possessive) (Direct Object)
Er (he) schickt der Frau (the wife) seines, ein Paket (a
(sends) Bruders (of his  package)
brother)

Declension of Nouns.



What's What
Declension The
pattern of changes
oCCurTing in
NOWNS, PrOnOUns,
articles, adjectives, and
prepositions in each of the
four different cases.

Conjugation does not happen with nouns and pronouns. Only verbs can be conjugated. The term
used to talk about the changes occurring in aword taking the four different casesis declension.
Declension refers to the patterns of change followed by different groups of words in each of the four
cases. When it comes to the declension of nouns in German, there are SO many exceptions that at
timesit seems like there are as many
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ways of grouping and classifying German noun declensions as there are actud German nouns. For
amplicity's sake, we are going to stick to three very basic declensons of German nouns. masculine,
feminine, and neuter. Remember, thisis only one way of grouping nouns and noun declensions.

fAs a Rule

Be sure that when you are looking up a noun, you look for it under
its nominative singular form. This is the form under which nouns appear

in the dictionary.

The Case of the Definite Article

In German, there are four possible declensions for each definite article (remember, definite articles
are used when you are speaking about a particular person or thing). The plura form of der, die, and
das have its own separate declension.

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
Nom. der die das die
deyR dee dAs dee
Acc. den die das die
deyn dee dAs dee
Dat. dem der dem den

devm devR devm devn



Gen.

des

des

der

deyR

des

des

der

deyR

Masculine Nouns

Most nouns have the ending -(e)s in the genitive case. Some end with -e in the dative case.

Case Noun Pronunciation Noun Pronunciation
Nom. der Fall deyR fAl der Vater deyR fah-tuhR
Acc. den Fall deyn fAl den Vater deyn fah-tuhR
Dat. dem Fdle deym fA-luh dem Vater deym fah-tuhR
Gen. desFalles des fA-luhs desVaters des fah-tuhRs
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A few masculine nounsend in -(e)nin al cases except the nominative case.

Case Noun Pronunciation Noun Pronunciation
Nom. der Student deyR shtew-dent der Junge deyR yoon-guh
Acc. den Studenten deyn shtew-den-tuhn ~ den Jungen deyn yoon-guhn
Dat. dem Studenten deym shtew-den-tuhn ~ dem Jungen deym yoon-guhn
Gen. des Studenten des shtew-den-tuhn des Jungen des yoon-guhn

Feminine Nouns

Areyou ready for the good news? The declension of feminine nounsis apiece of cake. They remain
unchanged when they are declined.

Case Noun Pronunciation Noun Pronunciation
Nom. die Lust dee loost die Blume dee blew-muh
Acc. die Lust dee loost die Blume dee blew-muh
Dat. der Lust devR loost der Blume devR blew-muh



Gen. der Lust

v

deyR loost

der Blume

v

deyR blew-muh

Neuter Nouns

Neuter nouns end in -(e)s in the genitive case. Some take the ending -e in the dative case.

Case Noun Pronunciation Noun Pronunciation
Nom. das Jahr dAs yahR dasLicht dAs liHt

Acc. das Jahr dAs yahR dasLicht dAs liHt

Dat. dem Jahre deym yah-Ruh dem Licht deym liHt
Gen. des Jahres des yah-Ruhs desLichts des liHts
Plurals

Other than the dative case, dl nounsin the plurd form end in -er. Nounsin the dative case end in -n.

Case Plural Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation
Nom. die Véter dee fih-tuhR dieLichter dee liH-tuhR
Acc. dieVéter dee fih-tuhR die Lichter dee liH-tuhR
Dat. den Vétern deyn fih-tuhRn den Lichtern deyn liH-tuhRn
Gen. der Véter deyR fah-tuhR der Lichter deyR liH-tuhR
Plurd nounsthat end in -n or -s remain unchanged.

Case Plural Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation
Nom. die Blumen dee blew-muhn dieHotds dee hoh-tels
Acc. dieBlumen dee blew-muhn dieHotds dee hoh-tels
Dat. den Blumen deyR blew-muhn den Hotels deyn hoh-tels
Gen. der Blumen deyR blew-muhn der Hotels deyR hoh-tels
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The Case of the Indefinite Article

fAchtung
In some cases, the
endings of nouns
change along with their

definite article, There are

three different possible
endings for nouns. These are
-{e)s, -(eln, and -e,

The English equivdent for the indefinite atide is“d’ or “an.” Indefinite articles are used when you
are gpeaking about a noun in generd, and not about a specific noun. There are only three possible
declensons for the indefinite article, Snce indefinite articles do not occur in the plurd.

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural

Nom. einayn eineay-nuh einayn none

Acc. einenay-nuhn  eineay-nuh einayn none

Dat. einem einer ay-nuhr  €inem none
ay-nuhm ay-nuhm

Gen. einesay-nuhs  einer ay-nuhr einesay-nuhs  none

Subject Pronouns

What's What
Indefinite

article Articles
used when you are
speaking about a
noun in general, and not
about a specific noun.

Before you can form sentences with verbs in German, you will have to know something about
subject pronouns. A subject pronoun is, as its name suggests, the subject of a sentence; the verb
must agree with it (grammaticaly spesking, thet is, in person and rumber—we al know verbs don't
have opinions of their own). The German subject pronounsin Table 8.1 have aperson (first person
is“l,” second personis“you,” third personis“he” “she” or “it,” etc.) just as subject pronounsdo in
English, and in number (singular or plurd).
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Table 8.1 Subject Pronouns

Person Singular English Plural English
First ichiH | Wir veer we
Second du dew you ihr eer you
Third er, sie, eseR, zee, he, she, it siezee they

es
Formal Siezee you

Du versus Sie—Informal versus Formal

When was the last time you got up from your seet on a crowded bus, turned to someone and said
“Would thee like to sit down?” Today the only place you're going to come across “theg’ isin
Shakespeare (“Shdl | compare thee to asummer'sday?’) In German, however, Sie (the polite formn
for you) is ill very much apart of the German vocabulary. Generdly, Sie is used with people you
don't know, or to indicate respect. Du, the informd “you,” is used more casudly; with those who
are your peers or with those you know well. Seeif you can figure out which of the following
questions you would address to your teacher and which you would use to initiate a conversation
with afelow student.

Wie heibt du? What's your name?
vee hayst dew

Wieheben Se7  What'syour name?
vee hay-suhn zee

fchtung

Be careful when you

use the pronoun “sie.”
Don't mix up the
singular sie (she) with
the plural sie (they). The

verb indicates whether the
pronoun sie is belng used as
third person singular or third
person plural. The formal Sie
{pronoun) is always capital-
ized.




What would happen if pronouns were outlawed? “ So, Beste, isit true that Beate is going to the
Oktoberfest with Maria and Bob? Are Maria and Bob meeting Besate at the Oktoberfest or are
Maria and Bob meeting Beate later?’ If you had to spesk like this, it would only be a matter of days
before there was a revolution to reinstate the pronoun so that people could once again say, “So,
Beste, isit true that you are going to the Oktoberfest with Maria and Bob? Are they meseting you
there or are you meeting them later?’

Pronouns streamline your speech. Y oull note from the following examples that the gender of the
pronoun must correspond with the gender of the noun.
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Noun(s) Pronouns
Stefan er
Karin se
Mark und Frank se
Beate und Anne se
Juliaund Klaus se

Y ou can aso use pronouns to replace the name of a common noun referring to a place, thing, or
idea; note from the examples that the gender of the pronoun must correspond to the gender of the
noun:

Noun Pronunciation Pronoun Meaning

das Restaurant dAs Res-tou-Rant es the restaurant

die Bank dee bAnk se the bank

das Café und das Kino dAs kah-fey oont dAs se the café and the
kee-noh movie theater

der Hafen und das Schiff deyR ha-fuhn oond dAs  sie the harbor and the
shif ship

die Strabe und die Kirche dee ShtRah-suh oond se the street and the
dee KeeR-Huh church

das Geschéft und die dAs guh-shdft oond dee  Se the store and the

Schuhe shew-huh shoes




Er, Sie, Es?

Imagine that your boss marries awoman young enough to be his granddaughter. Y ou attend the
wedding reception with your best friend. Toward the end of the Feier (fay-uhR), his ex-wife barges
in and takes a hatchet to the wedding cake. Eventudly, she is subdued and escorted to the door.
The guests recover their poise and the festivities continue. Y ou and your friend don't get a chance to
talk about this scandalous turn of events until you are in the elevator on your way to the parking lot.
Y ou don't know exactly who isin the elevator with you, so you try to keep your use of peoples
names to a minimum. Which pronouns would you use to talk about the in-laws? The bride? The
groom? Which pronoun would you use to talk about the hatchet? The party? The hotel ? The other
people in the elevator?
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Example Der Ehemann kibte seine Frau.
Answer: Er kibte seine Frau.
1. Die Schwiegerdtern tanzten.
2. Die Musk war heter.
3. Die Mutter des Ehemanns weinte.

4. Der Onkd der Ehefrau war betrunken.

The Least You Need to Know.

* The function of German nouns and pronounsin a sentenceis indicated by their case, which can be
ather nominative, accusative, dative, or genitive.

* The declension of nounsisthe pattern of changes a particular group of nouns undergoesin the four
Cases.

* Subject pronouns streamline your speech. The gender of the pronoun must correspond with the
gender of the noun.

» These concepts are new to those of us accustomed to English grammar, and they take alittle
getting used to. Try referring back to this chapter as you work through this book and assmilating
the basic concepts of cases and declensions gradualy.
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Chapter 9
Click Your Heels Together and Say: There's No Place Like



Deutschland

In This Chapter

> Understanding subject prenouns

» Conjugating weak and strong verbs

» Using common weak and strong verbs

» Learning how to ask questions

In the previous chapter you learned about determining the gender, number, and case of nouns, and
you were introduced to German pronouns. Now, it's time to move on to verbs. Verbs, the Arnold
Schwarzeneggers of the language s&t, convey action in a sentence. To communicate it is crucid to
develop abasic understanding of verbs. In this chapter, you'll be introduced to wesk and strong
verbs.

What's the Subject?

Y ou sign up for aspecid travel package to Germany that includes hotd accommodations and
arfare. What this package aso includes—and this becomes clear to you as you are on the airplane
listening to others who have signed up for this package ded—is that you'll be spending your week of
vacation with 10 other people, dl with their own agendas. You want to take qui€t, relaxing strolls
through churches and parks. The woman to your |eft
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wants the group to spend three days shopping in Zrich. The mother and daughter team Sitting in the
row aheed tell you that ¢zey intend to hang out at nightclubs to experience what they refer to as “the
red Germany.” The tour guide is anding in the aide looking at dl of you and rolling his eyes.



What's What
Imperative
form The form
a verb takes to

indicate a com-
mand. In the imperative
form, the understood subject
is always you.

To express what people want to do, you need verbs, and verbs, of course, require a subject:
You want to take quiet, relaxing strolls through churches and parks.
The woman wants to spend three days shopping in Zurich.

When a sentence takes the imperative form, the form of acommand, the subject (you) is
understood:

Go shopping.
Subjects can be either nouns or pronouns that replace nouns.
The man ate the entire chicken.

He ate the entire chicken.

As a Rule

Unlike German nouns, which are capitalized no matter where they
appear in a sentence, most pronouns take a capital letter only when they
begin a sentence. The only exception to this rule is the pronoun Sie (the polite
form for du and ifir}, which is capitalized no matter where it appears in a sentence.

Verb Basics

It's eeder to understand how a plane takes off if you know something about its parts. It's the same
with verbs. Here are some basic things you should know about verbs before you start using them.

What Do Flowers and Verbs Have in Common?

So, what do flowers and verbs have in common? The answer is, sems. The slem of averb isn't long
and green, though. The stem of averb refersto what you get when you remove
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the ending -en from the German infinitive. The stem vowel refersto the vowe in thisstem. In
English, for example, when you conjugate the verb run (I run, you run, she runs) it retains the same
stem vowe throughout the conjugation. What exactly is meant here by conjugation? Conjugation



refersto the changes in the verb (with weak verbs, the changes occur in the endings) which keep the
verb agreeing with the subject.

What's What
Conjugation The
changes of the
verb that occur to
indicate who or

what is performing the action
{or undergoing the state of
being) of the verb and when
the action (or state of being)
of the verb is occurring: in the
present, the past, or the future.

Verbs in Motion

If you were given aweek of absolutely commitment-free time, what would you do with it? Would
you go scuba diving? Would you chase butterflies? Or would you ride through Italy on atandem
bicycle?

What's What ""'"'{;ﬁ '
Weak verbs

Verbs that follow a

set pattern of rules

and retain the same

stem vowel throughout their
conjugation,

No matter what you do, you need verbs to express action, motion, or states of being. In German,
the most common way of grouping verbsisweak, strong, or mixed. \When verbs are conjugated, a
relaively predictable pattern of endingsis attached to the stem of weak verbs. Strong verbs have a
relatively predictable pattern of endings when they are conjugated in the present tense (theform a
verb takes to indicate that action is occurring in the present), but both the sem and the endings
become irregular (they don't follow a set pattern) in the past tense. Mixed verbs have features of
both weak and strong verbs. The rest of this chapter examines weak and strong verbsin the present
tense. Mixed verbs are discussed in Chapter 14.

Weak Verbs: Followers

In Chapter 5, you learned about the infinitive, or unconjugated, form of verbs. Weak verbs are
verbs that, when conjugated, follow a set pattern of rules and retain the same stem vowel
throughout. Think of them as being too “wesk” to ater the patternsthey follow. Let'sfollow f1y
through its full conjugation.

Person Singular Plural

First | flv weflv



s s

Second you fly you fly

Third he/sheflies they fly
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The mgjority of German verbs fall into the category of weak verbs (see Table 9.1).

Table 9.1 Conjugation of a Weak Verb 1: leben

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich lebe I live wir leben welive
iH ley-buh veeR ley-buhn

Second du lebst you live ihr lebt you live
dew leybst eeR leybt

Third er, sie, eslebt he, she, sieleben they live
eR, zee, es lebt itlives zee ley-buhn

Formal (sing. Sieleben you live

and plural) zee ley-buhn

Verbs whose ssem endsiin -d, -t, -n, or -tm keep the -e after the stem throughout the conjugation
(see Table 9.2).

Table 9.2 Conjugation of a Weak Verb 2: reden

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich rede | talk wir reden wetalk
iH Rey-duh veeR

Rey-duhn

Second du redest you talk ihr redet you talk
dew Rey-dest eeR Rey-duht

Third er, sie, esredet he, she, siereden they talk
eR, zee, es Rey-duht  ittaks zee Rey-duhn

Formal (sing. Siereden you talk

and plural) zee Rey-duhn

The Endings of Weak Verbs



Think of week verbs astimid, law-abiding creatures that would never cross the street when the light
isred. Thisisthe great thing (for those of you embarking on learning the German language) about
week verbs. they obey grammar laws and follow a predictable pattern of conjugation. Once you've
learned this pattern (and the few exceptions to this pattern), you should be able to conjugate wesk
verbsin German without too much difficulty. To conjugate wesk verbs, drop the -en from the
infinitive and then add the following endings.
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Person Singular Ending Plural Ending
First ich e wir en
Second du (e)st ihr (e)t
Third er, sie, es (e)t sie en
Formal (sing. and Se en
plural)

Conjugation 101

fichtung

There is a small

number of verbs

whose infinitives take

-n and not -en. The
conjugated form of

these verbs in the first and

third person plural is the
same as the infinitive form.
Handeln (hAn-duhin), which
means “to act,” becomes wir/
sie handeln (we/ they act) in
the first and third person
plural.

Now it'stimeto practice alittle of what you've learned. Seeif you can use the correct form of the
verbsin the following sentences. Remember, the verb must agree with the subject!

1. (suchen) Ich das Museum.

2. (resrvieren) Klaus ein Hotelzimmer.

3. (warten) Sie (Anne und Frank) auf den Bus.

4. (mieten) lhr ein Auto.

5. (fragen) Wir nach der Adresse.



6. (lernen) Ich Deutsch.

7. (reisen) Ich nach Hamburg.

8. (brauchen) Er

an Taxi.

In Table 9.3 you will find some of the most commonly used week verbs in German. Read through
them afew times, and see if you can commit them to memory.

Table 9.3 Common Weak Verbs

Verb Pronunciation Meaning

antworten Ant-voR-tuhn to answer

arbeiten AR-bay-tuhn towork

blicken bli-kuhn to look, glance

brauchen bRou-Chuhn to need

danken dAn-kuhn to thank

fragen fRah-guhn to ask

glauben glou-buhn to believe

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Verb Pronunciation Meaning

kosten ko-stuhn to cost, to taste, to
try

lernen leR-nuhn to learn, to study

lieben lee-buhn tolove

machen mA-CHuhn to make, to do

mieten mee-tuhn torent

rauchen Rou-CHuhn to smoke

reisen ray-suhn to travel

reservieren rev-seR-vee-Ruhn toreserve
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v

sagen sah-guhn to say, to tell
schicken shi-kuhn to send
sehen zey-huhn to see
spielen shpee-luhn to play
suchen zew-Huhn to look for
tanzen tAn-tsuhn to dance
telefonieren tey-ley-foh-nee-Ruhn to telephone
warten VAR-tuhn to wait
wohnen voh-nuhn toreside
zeigen tsay-guhn to show, to indicate
Strong Verbs

Verbs dont, of course, lift weights or have muscles. Y ou can' tell the difference between a strong
verb and aweek verb just by looking at them. The only way you can distinguish between themisto
look up their conjugations and see whether the stem changes.

Ch-ch-ch-Changes: My, What Strong Verbs Have to Go Through!

What's What
Strong verb A
verb whose stem
vowel undergoes

a change or a

modification when
conjugated in the past tense,
Omly some strong verbs
undergo a vowel modifica-
tion in the present tense,

Strong verbs are “strong” because they dter the patterns that “weaker” verbs follow. Some strong
verbs change their sem vowel in the present tense; the endings, however, are the same for both
weak and strong verbsin al tenses. In the present tense, there are some changes that occur in the

second and third person in the stem vowe:
a, o, u becomesd, o, ii
e changesinto -, or -ie
au changesinto diu



Table 9.4 Conjugation of a Strong Verb 1: sehen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich sehe | see wir sehen we see
iH zey-huh veeR zey-huhn

Second du siehst you see ihr seht you see
dew zeest eeR zeyt

Third er, sie, essieht he, she, sie sehen they see
eR, zee, es zeet it sees zee zey-huhn

Formal (sing. and Sie sehen you see

plural) zee zey-huhn

Table 9.5 Conjugation of a Strong Verb 2: fallen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ichfalle | fall wir fallen wefall
iH fA-luh veeR fA-luhn

Second dufallst you fall ihr fallt you fall
dew filst eeR fAlt

Third er, sie, esfalt he, she,itfals  siefallen they fall
eR, zee, es falt zee fA-luhn

Formal Siefdlen you fall
zee fa-luhn

Conjugation 102

Now seeif you can conjugate the strong verbs in the following sentences:

1. (essen) Hans gern Bratwurst.

2. (geben) Er mir einen guten Tip.

3. (schen) Ich einen Biergarten.

4. (treffen) Se ihre deutsche Brieffreundin.

5. (sprechen) Du sehr gut Englisch.
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6. (lesen) Karl die Sliddeutsche Zeitung.
7. (fahren) Karin nach Kaln.

8. (hdten) Der Bus vor der Kirche.

In Table 9.6, you will find some commonly used strong verbs. Read through them afew times, as
you did with the weak verbs. Y ou shouldn't have too much trouble memorizing them—many of them

are near cognates!

Table 9.6 Common Strong Verbs

Verb Pronunciation Meaning
beginnen be-gi-nuhn to begin
bleiben blay-buhn to remain
essen es-uhn to eat
fahren fah-ruhn todrive
finden fin-duhn tofind
fliegen flee-guhn tofly
geben gey-buhn togive
halten hAl-tuhn to hold/to stop
helfen hel-fuhn to help
leiden lay-duhn to suffer
lesen ley-zuhn toread
nehmen ney-muhn to take
schlafen shlah-fuhn to sleep
schreiben shray-buhn to write
sprechen shpRe-Huhn to speak
treffen tRe-fuhn to meet
trinken tRin-kuhn to drink

Page 86



Ask Me Anything

Okay, now go back to where you were at the beginning of this chapter, planning atrip. Suppose
you're planning another trip—aone, thistime. Y ou'll probably find that there are alot of questions
you'll want to ask when you get where you're going. You'l dea with more complicated questionsin
Chapter 10. For now, stick to the easy questions—the ones that can be answered with asmple yes
or no.

There are other ways, besides the confused ook on your face, to show that you're asking a
question: through intonation, the addition of the tag nicht wahr, and inverson.

Intonation

One of the eesest ways to indicate you're asking a question is by smply raising your voice dightly a
the end of the sentence. To do this, spesk with arisng inflection.

Du denkst an die Reise?
Dew denkst An dee Ray-zuh
Are you thinking about the trip?
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Nicht Wahr?

One easy way of forming questionsin German is by adding the tag nicht wahr (niHt vahR) t0 your
satements. Nicht wahr means, “Ian't thistrue?’

Du denkst an die Reise, nicht wahr?
Dew denkst An dee Ray-zuh, niHt vahR
Y ou think about the trip, don't you?

Inversion

What’s What
Inversion
Reversing the
word order of the
subject, noun, or
pronoun and the conjugated
form of the verb to make a
statement a questiun.

Thefind way of forming aquegtion isby inversion. Inverson iswhat you do when you reverse the
word order of the subject nouns or pronouns and the conjugated form of the verb. If you're up to
the chdlenge of inverson, follow these rules:



* Avoid inverting with ich. I1t's awkward and rarely done.

* Only invert subject nouns or pronouns with conjugated verbs. Read the following examples and
seeif you can get afed for how inverson works.

Du gehst nach Hause. Gehst du nach
Hause?

Er spricht Deutsch. Spricht er Deutsch?

Wir reisen nach Berlin. Reisen wir nach
Balin?

Ihr ebt Sauerkraut. Ebtihr Sauerkraut?

Setrinken Bier. Trinken Se Bier?

Du féhrg mit dem Zug. Fahrst du mit derr
2ug?

Remember that whether you are using intonation, nicht wahr, or inverson, you are asking for exactly
the same information: ayes or no (ja oder nein) anSwe.

Ask Me If You Can

Now it'stime to put what you've learned about inversion to use. You're in an airport and you need
information. After waiting in line a the information counter, it's findly your turn. See if you can use
inverson to provide the questions for the following statements.

Example: Das Hugzeug fliegt um 10 Uhr. (The plane leaves a 10.)

Answer: Hiegt das Hugzeug um 10 Uhr?

1. Das Ticket kostet 500 DM. (The ticket costs 500 DM.)

2. Dasig der Termind fUr internationde Hige. (Thisisthe termind for internationd flights.)
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3. Die Hugnummer steht auf dem Ticket. (The flight number isindicated on the ticket.)

4. Esgibt Toiletten auf dieser Etage. (There are bathrooms on thisfloor.)



5. Der Hug daurert zwel Stunden. (The flight is two hours long.)
And the Answer Is...

If you are someone who has learned to look on the bright side of things, you'll probably want to
know how to answer “yes” To answer in the affirmative, use ja (yah), and then give your Satement.

Sprichst du Deutsch? Ja, ich sp reche
shpRiHst doo doytsh Deutsch.
yvah, iH shpRe-Huh
doytsh

Or if your timeis vauable and you are congtantly being harangued to do things you have no interest
in doing, you should probably learn to say “no.” To answer negatively, use nein (nayn) a the
beginning of the statement, and then add nicht (niHzt) a the end of the statement.

Rauchen Sie? Nein, ich rauche nicht.
Rou-Chuhn zee nayn, iH Rou-CHuh niHt

Y ou can vary the forms of your negative answers by putting the following negetive phrases before
and after the conjugated verb.

...nig(mds) Never
nee(mahls)
Ich rauche nigmals). | never smoke.

iH Rou-CHuh nee(mabhls).

...nicht mehr No longer
niHt meyR
Ich rauche nicht mehr. I no longer smoke.

iH Rou-CHuh niHt meyR

...(gannichts Anything, nothing
(eAR)niHts



Ich rauche nichts. I'm not smoking
iH Rou-CHuh niHts anything.

If you want to form simple sentences in the present tense, you'll need to have as many verbs as
possible a the tip of your tongue. Review Tables 9.4 and 9.6, which provide you with ligts of the
most frequently used weak and strong verbs.

The Least You Need to Know
» Weak verbs, with afew exceptions, follow a set pattern of rules.
* Strong verbs undergo a stem vowel change in the past tense.

* You can ask questions by using intonation, invergtion, or the tag nicht wahr.
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PART 2
UP, UP AND AWAY

Once you've got the basics down, the next step is to start learning how to have simple
conversations (don't worry about being left behind; we'll be taking baby steps through-out
this section). One of the first things you'll acquire—a working knowledge of common
introductory phrases used by German speakers in a variety of situations—can be used as a
tool to start conversations and expand your vocabulary.
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Chapter 10
Take Me to Your Leiter: Making Friends.

In This Chapter

¥» Common greetings
» The verb scin

» Professions

» Getting the information vou need

In the previous chapter, you learned how to create smple German sentences (using subject nouns,
pronouns, and verbs) and how to ask basic yes or no questions. Now you're going to put some of
what you learned to work. It'stime to Start engaging in conversation.

Y ou are Sitting done on an arplane, admiring the view of clouds and sky through the window. The
person in the seet next to you is German; it's time to use this opportunity to test some of your newly
acquired language skills.,

Conversation Openers: Greetings and Salutations

Let'sfaceit: you can listen to a thousand tapes at the library, you can read every language book in
the bookstore—the moment of truth arrives only when you are face to face with
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another human being who is gpeaking to you in German. If this human being is Sitting next to you on
the airplane, dl the better because he can't get away. Each and every German spesker you meet
before arriving at your destination will give you the chance to practice what you've learned o far.



Y ou may find the following conversation openers useful.

Calture Shock

One of the subtle

differences between

German and American

" cultures is the use of the
phrase “How are you?” In
America, it's almost an ex-
tension of a greeting and usu-

ally the response an American
expects is the simple answer,
"I'm fine.” If you ask a Ger-
man, “How are you?" be
prepared for a lengthy disserta-
tion. Your question will
probably be taken seriously.

Formal Greetings and Salutations

It is sometimes congdered rude to use the du form of address with someone who isn't afriend or
relaive. Because you don't know the person you're spesking to, it is definitely best to take the
formal gpproach. It is worth noting, however, that younger generations are tending more and more

to usetheinformd du form.

German Pronunciation Meaning

Guten Tag. gew-tuhn tahk Hello.

Guten Abend. gew-tuhn ah-bent Good evening.

mein Herr mayn heR Sir

meine Dame may-nuh dah-muh Miss, Mrs.

Ich heibe... iH hay-suh My nameis...

Wie heiben Sie? vee hay-suhn zee What is your name?

Wie geht eslhnen?

vee gayt es ee-nuhn

How areyou?

Sehr gut. zeyR gewt Very well.
Nicht schlecht. niHt shleHt Not bad.
Es geht so. es gayt zo So so.

Informal Greetings and Salutations



What's What
Saying Hello
“Hallo” is infor-
mal for “hello”
practically every-

where, but in Southern
Germany and Austria, “Grif
Gott (gRiis gof)” 1s used
formally instead of “Guten
Tag (gew-tuhin tAK)."

You hit it off with your plane buddy right away, and he says, “Dutzen Se mich, bitte (dew-tsuhn zee
miH, bi-tuh),” which means, “Please, use du with me” When this happens, it means that you've
earned theright to a certain degree of intimacy with this person. Y ou can now use the following

phrases:

German Pronunciation Meaning
Hallo! hA-lo Hi!

Ich heibe... iH hay-suh My nameis...

Wie heibt du? vee hayst dew

(table continued on next page)

What isyour name?

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation

Meaning

Wie geht's? vee gayts
Wiegehtesdir?  vee gayt es deeR
Wasmachstdu  vAs mACHst
S0? dew zo

Ganz gut. gAns gewt

Ich kann nicht iH kAn niHt
klagen. klah-guhn

Mal so, mal so. Mahl zo, mahl
zo.

How areyou?

How'sit going with
you?

What's up?

Okay.

| can't complain.

S0 so.
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What Planet Are You From?

Cultore Shock

You should address

a man as Herr (heR)
So-and-50 and a

woman as Frau (flon)
So-and-So (although Fraulein

{fRoy-layn) does mean Miss,
most young women in Ger-
many prefer to be addressed as
Frau). Unlike hMister, Madam,
and Miss in English, Herr,
Frau, and Friulein cannot be
used on their own.

If, after you have made your initid introductions, you find the person to whom you are spegking
interesting, you will probably find yoursalf wondering about hisidiosyncrases—at the peculiar lilt in
his voice when he speaks, at certain gestures you have never seen anyone make before, and at his
use of idioms. Eventudly, you are going to want to know where the person to whom you are
gpesking isfrom. Y ou also are going to want to respond correctly when he asks you where you are
from. To do this, you will need to familiarize yoursdf with the irregular verb kommen (ko-muhn)
(see Table 10.1).

Table 10.1 The Verb kommen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich komme | come wir kommen we come
iH ko-muh veeR ko-muhn
Second du kommst you come Sie kommen
dew komst zee ko-muhn
(Formdl) ihr kommt you come Siekommen
eeR komt zee ko-muhn
Third er,se eskommt  he, she, siekommen they come
eR, zee, es komt it comes zee ko-muhn

To question someone about his or her origins, try the following:
Formd use:

Woher kommen Se?
voh-heR ko-muhn zee
Where are you from?
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It's generally consid-
ered quite rude to
address someone infor-
mally unless you have
established a friendship
or bond with them. To dutzen
{dew-fsuhn) someone—in other

words, to use the informal di
form of address with a per-
son—may alienate the stranger,
distant relative, or business
acquaintance you are address-
ing. Generally, vou have to
earn the privilege to use the
informal du with people you
don't know.

Informd use

Woher kommst du?
voh-heR komst dew
Where are you from?

Ich komme aus. ..
iH ko-muh ous...
| comefrom...

Keep in mind that most countries, towns, and cities are neuter nouns and take the article das. Die
USA. (dee ew-es-ah) and die Vereinigten Staaten (dee feR-ay-nik-tuhn shtah-tuhn), or United
States, are exceptions; because they are plurd, they take the plurd article die. Some other
exceptionsare: die Schweiz (dee shvayts), or Snitzerland, die Tiirkei (dee tiiR-kay), der Irak
(deyR ee-Rahk), der Iran (deyR ee-Rahn), der Libanon (deyR lee-bah-non), or Lebanon, der
Kongo (deyR kon-go), or Congo. (Well discuss countries further in Chapter 16.)

When you use countries, cities, or towns with the neuter article, drop the article das:

Ich komme aus New Y ork.
iH ko-muh ous new yoRk

Ich komme aus Amerika
iH ko-muh ous ah-mey-Ree-kah

Be careful with countries that take der and die articles. The articles are not dropped, and they must
be declined correctly (that isto say, they must take the appropriate case).

Die USA, whichisplurd, takes the detive plurd article den:



Ich komme aus den USA.
iH ko-muh ous deyn ew-es-ah

Die Schweiz, which isfeminine, takes the feminine dative atidle der:

Ich komme aus der Schweiz.
iH ko-muh ous deyR shvayts

Der Libanon, which is masculine, takes the masculine dative article dem :

Ich komme aus dem Libanon.
iH ko-muh ous deym lee-bah-non
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To Be or Not to Be?

After you've established where someone is from, you will probably want to find out more about
what he does. But what if, ingtead of answering you directly, he gives you awhimsical amile, and
says, “Raten Semd (Rah-tuhn zee mahl),” which means, bluntly, “Guess.” What can you do?
Youll probably have to recite alist of professons in the hopes that sooner or later you'll happen on
the right one. To do this, you should learn the conjugation of theirregular verb sein (zayn), or “to
be.” See Table 10.2.

Table 10.2 The Verb sein

Person Singular English Plural English
First ichbin | am wir sind weare
iH bin veeR zint
Second du bist you are ihr seid you are
dew bist eeR zayt
(Formd) Siesind Siesind
zee zint zee zint
Third er, sie, esist he, she, itis siesind they are
eR, zee, es ist zee zint
Formd:
Was sind Se von Beruf?
VAs sint zee fon bey-Rewf

What is your professon?

Informd:



Was bist du von Beruf?
VAs bist dew fon bey-Rewf
What isyour professon?

Was machst du?

vAs maCHst dew

What do you do?

Ichbin...

iH bin ...

| am...
Table 10.3 Professions
Profession Pronunciation English
der Kellner deyR kel-nuhR waiter, waitress
(die Kellnerin) (dee kel-nuh-Rin)
der Sekretér deyR sek-Rey-tihR secretary
(die Sekretarin) (dee sek-Rey-tih-Rin)
der Arzt deyR ARtst doctor
(die“Arztin) (dee "ARts-tin)
der Doktor deyR dok-tohR doctor
der Elektriker deyR ey-lek-tRi-kuhR electrician
(die Elektrikerin) (dee ey-lek-tRi-kuh-Rin)
der Student deyR shtew-dent student
(die Studentin) (dee shtew-den-tin)
der Krankenpfleger deyR kRAn-kuhn-pfley-guhR nurse
(die Krankenschwester) (dee kRAn-kuhn-shves-tuhR)
der Mechaniker deyR mey-Hah-ni-kuhR mechanic
(die Mechanikerin) (die mey-Hah-ni-kuh-Rin)
der Feuerwehrmann deyR foy-uhR-veyR-mAn firefighter
der Friseur deyR fRee-z6hR hairdresser
(die Frieseuse) (dee fRee-z6h-zuh)
der Rechtsanwalt deyR ReHts-An-vAlt lawyer

(die Rechtsanwaltin)

der Polizist
(die Polizistin)

(dee ReHts-An-vdl-tin)

deyR poh-lee-tsist
(dee poh-lee-tsis-tin)

policeman, policewoman
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Use It or Lose It

Y ou've been introduced to the verb sein and to some of the most common professions. But what's
the use of dl this newly acquired information if you can't useit? Try putting what you've learned to
use by trandating the following sentences into English.

1. Ich bin Kellner.

2. Er igt Elektriker.

3. Seig AArztin.

4. Ich bin Rechsantwalt.
5. Du big KdInerin.
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As a Rule

In German, the indefinite article einfe) is generally not used when a
person states his profession unless the profession is qualified by an
adjective. To say, “I'm a policeman,” vou would say, “Ich bin Polizist (ich bin
poh-lee-tsist).” To say, “I'm a good policeman,” however, you would say, “Ich bin ein
guter Polizist (iH bin ayn gew-tuhR poh-lee-tsisf).”

L/]

o

Get Nosy

When you learn anew language, you often revert to what feds like a somewhat infantile sate of
exisence. Y ou have alimited vocabulary and, at best, a somewhat sketchy understanding of
grammar. You point to thingsalot and ask, “What isthat?' or “Was ist das (vAs ist dAs)?” ad
“What does that mean?’ or “Was bedeutet das (vAs be-doy-tuht dAs)?” But anyone who has
been around children for more than afew minutes knows that it is possible to convey a broad range
of meaning with alimited knowledge of alanguage.

One of the advantages of learning a new language is that you can get away with acting alittle
childish. So get nosy. Start asking about everything. Make faux pas. People will think you're just
trying to expand your vocabulary (see Table 10.4).

Table 10.4 Information Questions

German Pronunciation English

mit werr mit vem with whom

um wieviel Uhr oom vee-feel 00R at what time



vonwem von vem of, about, from whorr
wann vAn when
warum/wieso/weshalb va-Rum/vee-soh/ves-hAlp why
was vAs what
wer veR who
wie vee how
wieviel vee-feel how much, many
WO voh where
woher voh-heR fromwhere
wohin voh-hin where (to)
womit/mit was voh-mit/ mit vas with what
(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)
German Pronunciation English
woruber voh-Riih-buhR what about
wovon/von was voh-fon/fon vas of, about, from what
zuwem tsoo vem to whorr

Getting Information the Easy Way

A good looking member of the opposite sex is Stting across from you in atrain. He or she has been
glancing over in your direction for some time now. Y ou've finally mustered up the courage to say
something. What's your opening line? Y ou put aside “What's your Sgn” astoo old hat. How about
“Hi, where are you from?’ If you're charming enough, you might get away with it. Here are some

other ways of breaking the ice.

Formal Informal

English



o

Mit wem reisen Sie? Mit wem reist du? With whom are you traveling?

mit vem Ray-zuhn zee mit vem Rayst dew

Von wem sprechen Sie? Von wem sprichst du? Who are you speaking about?
fon vem shpRe-chun zee von vem shpRichst dew

Warum reisen Sie? Warum reist du? Why are you traveling?
vah-Room Ray-zuhn zee vah-Room Rayst dew

Wielangereisen Sie? Wielangereist du? How long are you traveling for?
vee [An-guh Ray-zuhn zee vee [An-guh Rayst dew

Wo wohnen Sie? Wo wohnst du? Where do you live?

voh voh-nuhn zee voh vohnst dew

Woher kommen Sie? Woher kommst du? Where are you (coming) from?
vo-heR ko-muhn zee vo-her komst doo

Wohin reisen Sie? Wohinreist du? Where are you traveling?
voh-hin ray-suhn zee voh-hin rayst dew

Wovon sprechen Sie? Wovon sprichst du? What are you speaking about?
voh-fon shpRe-chun zee voh-fon shpriHst doo

Wieviele Geschwister/ How many sisters and brothers/
Kinder haben Sie? children do you have?

vee-fee-luh guh-shvis-tuhR/
kin-duhR hah-buhn zee
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Ask Away

Each of the following paragraphsis an answer to a question. See if you can ask the questions that
the paragraphs answer. In thefirgt paragraph, use the informa du to ask questions about Klaus. In
the second paragraph, use the third person singular sie to ask questions about Lynn. Don't forget
what you learned about inverson in Chapter 9!

Example: Ich hebe Klaus. Answer: Wie habt du?

* Ich heibe Klaus und ich komme aus Berlin. Ich reise mit meiner Schwester nach Hamburg. Ick
rese gern.

* Lynn kommt aus den Vereinigten Staaten. Se reist einen Monat lang durch Deutschland. Thr gefallt
die Bundesrepublick. Sie mub bald wieder nach Hause zurtickfliegen.

The Least You Need to Know.



* Don't use du with strangers or with your superiors! The greetings you use depend on your
familiarity with a person.

* The verb kommen is used to ask someone where they're from.
* For most professions, smply add an -in to speak about afemale.

* You can get information by learning and asking afew key questions.
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Chapter 11
I'd Like to Get to Know You

In This Chapter

> Introducing your relatives

» Expressing possession

> Introducing yourself

* More about the irregular verb haben

By now you should be well on your way to introducing yourself and your friends to other people.
But what if your mother, father, uncle, and in-laws are dl traveling with you, peering over your
shoulder every time you strike up a conversation? Perhaps the best thing to do isto find people to
introduce them to s0 you can snesk away and findly have aredly intimate conversation with
someone. That's the firgt thing you'll learn to do in this chapter.



The next thing you'l learn about is how to find about other people. One way of doing thisis by
asking the object of your curiosity what they think about themsalves: Do they congder themsdlvesto
be cretive, intdligent, sengitive, or adventurous? To ask someone what they think about themsalves,
you're going to need adjectives, and to use adjectives correctly you must decline them properly, just
asyou did with nouns in Chepter 8.
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We Are Family

Have you ever been introduced to a group of people sitting around atable and said, “Oh, and this
must be your lovely daughter,” only to find yoursdf the object of puzzled, nervous glances? Was the
slence broken when the gentleman you were addressing said, “ Actudly, no. Thisismy wife” Of
course, if you find yoursdf putting your foot in your mouth in German, you can dways dam that you
are dill learning your vocabulary. Start practicing now with the following words for family members
in Table 11.1.

Table 11.1 Family Members

Male Pronunciation  English Female Pronunciation  English

dasKind dAs kint child dasKind dAs kint child

der (Ehe) deyR husband die (Ehe)Frau dee wife

Mann (ey-huh)mAn (ey-huh)fRou

der Bruder deyR brother die Schwester  dee sister
brew-duhR shves-tuhR

der Cousin deyR cousin die Cousine die cousin
kew-zahN kew-see-nuh

der Freund deyR fRoynt boyfriend die Freundin dee fRoyn-din  girlfriend

der Neffe deyR ne-fuh nephew die Nichte dee niH-tuh niece

der Onkel deyR on-kuhl  uncle die Tante dee tAn-tuh aunt

der Opa/ deyR oh-pah/  grandfather die Omal dee oh-mah/ grand-

Grobvater gRohs-fah-tuhR Grobmutter gRohs-moo-tuhk mother

der Schwie- deyR shvee- son-in-law die Schwie- dee shvee- daughter

gersohn guhR-zohn gertochter guhR-toCH-tuht -in-law

der Schwie- deyR shvee- father-in- die Schwie- dee shvee- mother-

gervater guhR-fah-tuhR  law germutter guhR-moo-tuhR in-law



der Sohn deyR zohn son die Tochter

der Stief deyR shteef- step-brother die Stief-
bruder bRew-duhR schwester
der Stief- deyR shteef- step-son die Stief-
sohn zohn tochter
der Vater deyR fah-tuhR  father die Mutter

dee
toCH-tuhR

dee shteef-
shves-tuhR

die shteef-
toCH-tuhR

dee moo-tuhR

daughter

step-sister

step-

daughter

mother

Here are some ussful plurals and their spdllings:

Plural Pronuciation English

die Kinder dee kin-duhR the children

die Eltern dee el-tuhRn the parents

die Grobeltern dee gRohs-el-tuhRn the grandparents
die Schweigereltern dee shvee-guhR-el-tuhRn thein-laws

Are You Possessed?
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We're dl somebody's something. Y ou're your mother's daughter or son, your uncle's nephew or

niece, your wife's husband or your husband's wife. There are two principa ways of showing

possession in German: by using the genetive case and by using possessive adjectives.

The Genitive Case: Showing Possession

What's What

Genitive -s:  This

method of show-

ing possession can

be used with family
members and proper names.

To say, “Stephanie’s father,”
you would say, Stepharnies
Vater (ste-fah-nees fah-tuhR). To
say, “father’s daughter,” vou
would say, Vaters Tochter {fah-
tuhRs toH-tuhR).




The genitive case is used to show possession or dependence. To do this, you must decline the noun
and the noun marker correctly. Have you forgotten what noun marker means? Refresh your
memory: noun marker refersto any of avariety of articles, such asder, die, das, or die (the
equivaent of “the” for plurd nouns), ein, the equivadent of “&’ for masculine or neuter nouns, or
eine, the equivaent of “& for feminine nouns. See Chapter 8 for how to decline masculine, feminine,
and neuter nouns in the genitive case. Here is an abbreviated version of the declension of the definite
aticlesder, die, and das and of the plurd article die. When you use proper names or are speaking
of family members possessing someone or something, you can use the genetive -s to show
possession (add the -s without an apostrophe to the end of the word).

Masc. Fem. Neuter Plural (All
Genders)
des der des der
German Pronunciation Meaning
Dasist der Sohn dAs ist deyR zohn That isthe man's son.
des Mannes. des mA-nuhs
Dasist der dAs ist deyR That isthe woman's husband.
Ehemann der Frau. ey-huh-mAn deyR fRou
Die Mutter des dee moo-tuhR des The child's mother is beautiful.
Kindesist schon. kin-duhs ist shéhn.
Mine, All Mine
TR SRS ee]
What's What
Possessive

adjectives The
adjectives mein,
dein, sein, ihr, and
unser show that something
belongs to someone,

The possessive adjectives my, your, his, her, and so on, show that something belongs to somebody.
In German, possessive adjectives agree in number and gender with the noun they are describing
(thet isto say, with the thing being possessed rather than with the possessor). Keegp in mind that in
the singular, the endings
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for possessive adjectives are the same ones used for the declension of the indefinite article ein



(declined in Chapter 8).

English

German + Proununciation

Heloves hisfather.

Heloves his mother.

She loves her father.

She loves her mother.

Er liebt seinen Vater.

eyR leept zay-nuhn fah-tuhR.

Er liebt seine Mutter.

eyR leept zay-nuh moo-tuhR

Sieliebt ihren Vater.

Zee leept ee-Ruhn fah-tuhR

Sieliebt ihre Mutter.

Zee leept ee-Ruh moo-tuhR

Table 11.2 shows you the possessive adjectives and Tables 11.3 and 11.4 help you with the

declension of these adjectives.

Table 11.2 Possesive Adjectives

Person Singular Meaning Plural Meaning

First mein nmy unser our
mayn oon-zuhR

Second dein your euer your
dayn oy-uhR

(Formal) Ihr Ihr
eeR eeR

Third sein, ihr, sein his, her, its ihr their
zayn, eeR, zayn eeR

Table 11.3 The Declension of the Possesive Adjective I

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“your man” “your woman” “your child”

Nom. dein Mann deine Frau dein Kind
dayn mAn day-nuh fRou dayn kint

Acc. deinen Mann deine Frau dein Kind
day-nuhn mAn day-nuh fRou dayn kint

Dat. deinem Mann deiner Frau deinem Kind

dav-nuhm mAn

dav-nuhR fRou

dav-nuhm kint



v

v v

v

Gen. deines Mann(e)s deiner Frau deines
day-nuhs mAn(uh)s day-nuhR fRou Kind(e)s
day-nuhs
kind(uh)s
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Table 11.4 The Declension of the Possesive Adjective I1
Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“your men” ‘“your women” “your children”
Nom. deine Méanner deine Frauen deine Kinder
day-nuh md-nuhR day-nuh fRou-uhn day-nuh
kin-duhR
Acc. deine Manner deine Frauen deine Kinder
day-nuh md-nuhR day-nuh fRou-uhn day-nuh
kin-duhR
Dat. deinen Ménnern deinen Frauen deinen Kindern
day-nuhn md-nuhR day-nuhn fRou-uhn day-nuhn
kin-duhR
Gen. deiner Manner deiner Frauen deiner Kinder
day-nuhR md-nuhR day-nuhR fRou-uhn day-nuhR
kin-duhR

Achtung

There are many
meanings in German
for the word ihr (geR). As
a possessive adjective it

can mean ker, their, or

your, One way of avoiding
confusion in written German
is by remembering to capital-
ize Ihr when it means your.

Now that you know how to express possession with the genetive case and with possessive
adjectives, seeif you can express these relationships in German:

Example: her father
Answer: ihr Vater

1. hissger



2. the girl's brother

3. the man's mother

4. the child's parents

5. the husband of my sster

Using Possessive Adjectives to Show Your Preference

Everyone has favorites. What's your favorite color, song, or city? In German, use the adjective
lieblings (leep-links) 10 express “favorite’ after the gppropriate possessive adjective (mein for der,
meine for die, and mein for das in the nominative case). The word lieblings islinked to the noun to
form acompound noun: Lieblingsfarbe (leep-links-faR-buh) for favorite color; Lieblingslied
(leep-links-leet) for favorite song; Lieblingsstadt (leep-links-shtAt) for favorite city.

Heré's an example:

Mein Lieblingsschauspider ist Robert de Niro.
mayn leep-links-shou-shpee-luhR ist Roh-beRt de nee-Roh
My favorite actor is Robert de Niro.

Let Me Introduce You
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I ntroductions keep people from standing on opposite Sdes of the room staring at their feet all

evening. They break moreice than the Titanic and, whether you like them or not—Ilet's face it—it's
pretty tough to get by without them. Practice afew of the following phrases and see if you can't get
the hang of introducing yoursdif.

German

Pronunciation

English

Darf ich mich
vorstellen? Mein
Nameist....

Kennen Sie (kennst
du) meine Schwester
Anna?

Kommen Sie (komm),
ich stelle lhnen

(dir) meine
Schwester Annavor.

Dasist meine
Schwester Anna.

dARfiH miH foR-
shte-luhn? mayn
nah-muh ist

ke-nuhn zee (kenst
dew) may-nuh
shves-tuhR

A-nah

ko-muhn zee (kom),
iH shte-luh ee-nuhn
(deeR) may-nuh
shves-tuhR A-nah foR

dAs ist may-nuh
shves-tuhR A-nah

May | introduce myself? My
nameis....

Do you know my sister
Anna?

Come on, let me introduce my
sister.

Thisismy sister Anna.




Strictly Formal

Y ou wouldn't greet the Prime Minister of England with a quick “Hey, man, what's happenin'?’
German has similar rules about the proper and improper way to ded with formal introductions. If
you are being introduced at a business mesting to the head of a company, you will be given aforma
introduction. Y our response, in turn, should be expressed formaly. Here are some forma ways of
reponding to an introduction.

Esfreut mich, See kennenzulernen.
es froyt miH, zee ke-nuhn-tsew-leR-nuhn
It isa pleasure to meet you.

Youre a aparty and afriend wants to introduce you to someone; you'l probably find yoursalf
caught up in an informal introduction. Here are some informa ways of responding to an introduction.

Es freut mich, dich kennenzulernen.
es froyt miH, diH ke-nuhn-tsew-leR-nuhn
Great mesting you.
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Coltare Shock

You don't have to

g0 to Germany to

find somebody who

will help you practice

your German. Go to Canada
or to Latln America, or trave]
across the United States in a
convertible shouting “Guten
Tag!" at stoplights; sooner or
later, someone will shout
“Guten Tag!” back. There are
five million native German
speakers in Canada and the
United States, and two
million in Latin America.

To reply to an informa introduction, say:

Das Vergniigen ist ganz auf meiner Seite.
dAs feR-gniih-guhn ist gAnts ouf may-nuhR zay-tuh
The pleasureismine.

Breaking the Ice

Okay, you've learned dl about family names, showing possession, and introductions. Now you're



ready to get out there and converse! Imagine you and afew members of your family are taking a bus
to aloca museum. Soon after you board, an interesting-looking individua whom you seem to
remember having seen somewhere before Sts next to you and begins flipping through a magazine.
Seeif you can do the following.

1. Introduce yourself.
2. Ak him if he knows amember of your family.
3. Introduce amember of your family to him.

4. Imagine tha he introduces himself to you, and express pleasure at having met him.

Getting Involved in Conversation.

A verb that you will find useful when you have a conversation with someone isthe verb haben
(hah-buhn), to have. In German, you use this verb to express many things concerning yoursdlf,
induding how long you've been living in aparticular place. Like the verbs kommen and sein, haben
isirregular and there's just no way around it: Y ou've got to bite the bullet and memorize its
conjugation (see Table 11.5).

Table 11.5 The Verb haben

Person Singular Meaning Plural Meaning

First ich habe | have wir haben We have
iH hah-buh veeR hah-buhn

Second du hast Y ou have ihr hAbt Y ou have
dew hAst eeR hAbt

(Formal) Sie haben Sie haben
zee hah-buhn zee hah-buhn

Third er, sie, es, hat he, she, it, has sie haben They have
eyR, zee, es, hAt zee hah-buhn
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Express Yourself with Haben

Y ou can take alook at Chapter 6 to review the idiomswith iaben that express physica conditions.
Here youll pick up some new expressons with zaben. Maybe you want to express how happy you
areto have the opportunity (die Gelegeheit haben) t0 engage in conversation with someone, or to
express how lucky you are (wieviel Gliick du hast) to be ableto vist Germany. Table 11.6
provides you with some new idomatic phrases using haben to express luck, intention, and

opportunity.



Table 11.6 Expressions with haben

Idiom Pronunciation Meaning

die Gelegenheit dee gey-ley-guhn-hayt to have the opportunity
haben hah-buhn

die Zeit haben dee tsayt hah-buhn to havetime

das Glick haben dAs gliik hah-buhn to be lucky

die (An)Gewohnheit  dee (An)geuh-vohn-hayt to be accustomed to
haben hah-buhn

die Absicht haben dee Ap-ziHt hah-buhn to have the intention

das Recht haben dAs ReHt hah-buhn to have theright

Be sure to conjugeate the verb haben correctly when you useit in a sentence.

German English

Du hast die Gelegenheit reich zu werden.
Wir haben Gliick im Spidl.

Ich habe keine Zeit.

Sie haben das Recht zu schweigen.

I hr habt die schlechte Angewohnheit zu
rauchen.

Er hat die Absicht sie zu heiraten.

Y ou have the opportunity to becomerich.
We arelucky in the game.

| have no time.

Y ou have theright to be silent.

You all have the bad habit of smoking.

He has the intention of getting married.

Using Idioms with Haben

These idiomatic expressons are of little use to you in their infinitive form. See how successfully
you've memorized them by completing the following sentences with the correctly conjugated form of

the verb haben.

das Glick haben  die Gewohnhait
haben

die Absicht haben die Zeit haben
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1. Hans i verliebt. Er ZU heiraten.

2. Essnd Ferien. Anne und Mark e ne Reise nach Deutcshland zu machen.

3. Ihr habt in der Lotterie gewonnen. Ihr im Spid.
4. Du dehgt gdndig fern. Du , ZWvid fernzusehen.

What's He/She Like?

What good isarock star if she's not blonde and gritty? Or a basketbal player if he's not tall and
athletic? Without adjectives—words that describe nouns—describing someone is about as easy as
brain surgery. With them, you can paint pictures with words. What are adjectives? Basically, they're
just words that describe nouns. If you want to describe someone or something, you will need to use
descriptive adjectives. German adjectives decline—when they come immediately before the noun
they agreein gender (masculine, feminine, or neuter), number (Sngular or plurd), and case
(nominative, accusative, dative, or genitive). Many adjectives, however, don't precede a noun or
form a part of the noun. These adjectives—ones that occur after the noun—don't decline.

A dedlining adjective:

Die kranke Frau schl&ft.
dee kRAn-kuh fRou shldft
The sick woman deeps.

A non-declining adjective:

Die Frau ist krank.
dee fRou ist kRAnk
Thewoman issck.

All adjectives, no matter how many there are, that precede a noun
have the same ending: das schiine, lustige, kleing, intelligente Médchen
(the pretty, funny, small, intelligent girl).
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The Weak, Strong, and Mixed Declensions of Adjectives

Adjectives can have weak, strong, or mixed declensions. Wesk adjective endings are used after a
word that already shows gender and case. Because the adjective ending doesn't have to perform



thisfunction, it is“weak.” If thereis no word before the adjective showing gender and case, then the
adjective hasto do it and the ending must be “strong.” Mixed declensions share characterigtics of
both weak and sirong declensions. The good newsis that these declensons are dl quite regular.

The wesk declension of adjectivesisused after these words: der (the), dieser (this), jeder (each),
Jjener (that), mancher (many @), solcher (such), welcher (which, what). See Table 11.7.

Table 11.7 The Weak Declension of an Adjective with a Singular Noun

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“the little boy” “the little cat” “the little pig”
Nom. der kleine Junge diekleine Katze daskleine
deyR klay-nuh yoon-guh dee klay-nuh kA-tzuh Schwein
dAs klay-nuh
shvayn
Acc. den kleinen Jungen diekleine Katze daskleine
deyn klay-nuhn yoon-guhn  dee klay-nuh kA-tzuh Schwein
dAs klay-nuh
shvayn
Dat. dem kleinen Jungen der kleinen Katze dem kleinen
deym klay-nuhn deyR klay-nuhn Schwein
yoon-guhn kA-tzuh deym klay-nuhn
shvayn
Gen. des kleinen Jungen der kleinen Katze deskleinen
des klay-nuhn yoon-guhn deyR klay-nuhn Schweins

kA-tzuh

des klay-nuhn
shvayns

Asyou can seein Table 11.8, adjectives with plura nouns in the wesk declension al take the same

ending: -en.

Table 11.8 The Weak Declension of an Adjective with a Plural Noun

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“the little boys” “the little cats” “the little pigs”
Nom. die kleinen Jungen diekleinen Katzen diekleinen Schweine
dee klay-nuhn yoon-guhn dee klay-nuhn kA-tsuhn dee klay-nuhn shvay-nuh
Acc. die kleinen Jungen diekleinen Katzen die kleinen Schweine
dee klay-nuhn yoon-guhn dee klay-nuhn kA-tsuhn dee klay-nuhn shvay-nuh
Dat. den kleinen Jungen den kleinen Katzen den kleinen Schweinen

deyn klay-nuhn yoon-guhn

deyn klay-nuhn kA-tsuhn

deyn klay-nuhn
shvav-nuh



v

Gen. der kleinen Jungen der kleinen Katzen der kleinen Schweine
deyR klay-nuhn yoon-guhn  deyR klay-nuhn kA-tsuhn  deyR klay-nuhn
shvay-nuh
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When there is no article preceding anoun, adjectives take the strong declension: “ Schones Wetter,
was? (sho-nuhs ve-tuhR, vAs)” Nice weather, isnt it? The strong declension is used after cardind

numbers.

drei weibe Blumen
dRay vay-suh blew-muhn
three white flowers

The strong declenson adso is used in the sdutetion of aletter:

Lieber Vater
lee-buhR fah-tuhR
Dear father

Table 11.9 The Strong Declension of an Adjective with a Singular Noun

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“beautiful moon” “beautiful sun” “beautiful
girl”
Nom. schéner Mond schone Sonne schones
sho-nuhR mohnt shoh-nuh zo-nuh Madchen
shoh-nuhs mdt
Huhn
Acc. schénen Mond schone Sonne schones
sho-nuhn mohnt shoh-nuh zo-nuh Madchen
shoh-nuhs mdt
Huhn
Dat. schénem Mond schéner Sonne schénem
sho-nuhm mohnt shoh-nuhR zo-nuh Madchen
shéh-nuhm
mdt-Huhn
Gen. schénen Monds schéner Sonne schonen
sho-nuhn mohnt shoh-nuhR zo-nuh Madchens
shoh-nuhn

mdt-Huhns




Strong adjectives with masculine, feminine, and neuter plurd nouns share the same declension. See

Table 11.10.

Table 11.10 The Strong Declension of an Adjective with a Plural Noun

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“beautiful moons” “beiutiful suns” “beautiful girls”
Nom. schone Monde schone Sonnen schoéne Madchen
shé-nuh mohn-duh shéh-nuh zo-nuhn shoh-nuh mdt-Huhn
Acc. schone Monde schone Sonnen schoéne Madchen
sho-nuh mohn-duh shoh-nuh zo-nuhn shoh-nuh mdt-Huhn
Dat. schénen Monden schénen Sonnen schoénen Méadchen
sho-nuhn mohn-duhn shoh-nuhn zo-nuhn shoh-nuhn
mdt-Huhn
Gen. schéner Monde schéner Sonnen schoéner Madchen

shé-nuhR mohn-duh

shoh-nuhR zo-nuhn

shoh-nuhR mdt
Huhn

When adjectives come after the following words, they take the mixed declension: ein, kein, mein,
dein, sein, ihr, (fem.) unser, euer, ihr (plurd), Ihr (forma). See Table 11.11.

Table 11.11 The Mixed Declension of an Adjective with a Singular Noun
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Case Masculine Feminine Neuter
“my big brother” “my big sister” “my big house”

Nom. mein grober Bruder meine grobe Schwester mein grobes Haus
mayn gRoh-suhR may-nuh gRoh-suh mayn gRoh-suhs hous
bRew-duhR shve-stuhR

Acc. meinen groben Bruder meine grobe Schwester mein grobes Haus
may-nuhn gRoh-suhn may-nuh gRoh-suh mayn gRoh-suhs hous
bRew-duhR shve-stuhR

Dat. meinem groben Bruder meiner groben Schwester  meinem groben Haus
mayn-uhm gRoh-suhn may-nuhR gRoh-suhn may-nuhm gRoh-suhn
bRew-duhR shve-stuhR hous

Gen. meines groben Bruders meiner groben Schwester  meines groben Hauses

may-nuhs gRoh-suhR
bRew-duhRs

may-nuhR gRoh-suhn
shve-stuhR

may-nuhs gRoh suhn
hou-suhs




The mixed declension of adjectives with plural nounsis the same as the weak declension of

adjectives with plural nouns: All adjectives take the ending -en. See Table 11.12.

Table 11.12 The Mixed Declension of an Adjective with a Plural Noun

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter

Nom. meine groben Brider meine groben Schwestern meine groben Hauser
may-nuh gRoh-suhn may-nuh gRoh-suhn may-nuh gRoh-suhn
bRiih-duhR shve-stuhRn hoy-suhR

Acc. meine groben Brider meine groben Schwestern meine groben Hauser
may-nuh gRoh-suhn may-nuh gRoh-suhn may-nuh gRoh-suhn
bRiih-duhR shve-stuhRn hoy-suhR

Dat. meinen groben Briidern meinen groben Schwestern meinen groben
may-nuhn gRoh-suhn may-nuhn gRoh-suhn Hausern
bRiih-duhRn shve-stuhRn may-nuhn gRoh-suhn

hoy-suhRn
Gen. meiner groben Brider meiner grof3en Schwestern meiner groben Hauser

may-nuhR gRoh-suhn
bRiih-duhR

may-nuhR gRoh-suhn
shve-stuhRn

may-nuhR gRoh-suhn
hoy-suhR

Mary, Mary Quite Contrary
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Are you fickle? Knowing adjectives and their opposites comesin handy if you're congtantly changing
your mind. If you find something interesting one moment and boring the next, you may want to

memorize the adjectivesin Table 11.13 dong with their opposites.

Table 11.13 A List of Useful Adjectives

German Pronunciation = Meaning German Pronunciation = Meaning
at Alt old, aged jung yoong young
dick dik fat or thick dinn diin thin
gesund guh-zoont healthy krank kRAnk sick
grofid gRohs big klein klayn small
hart hArt hard weich vayH soft

hell hel bright dunkel doon-kuhl dark

hoch hohCH hiah tief teet low



interessant
kalt
klug
lang
lustig
muide
mutig
nab
reich
scharf
schon
schwer
stark
suib
teuer
traurig
weib
dreckig
leer
falsch
wahr

stotz

in-tey-re-sAnt
kAlt
klewk
lAng
loos-tiH
miih-duh
mew-tiH
nAs
RayH
shArf
shéhn
shveR
shtARk
ziihs
toy-uhR
tRou-RiH
vays
dRe-kiH
leyR
fAlsh
vahR

shtolts

interesting
cold

smart
long
funny
tired
brave

wet

rich

sharp
beautiful
hard or heavy
strong
sweet
expensive
sad

white
dirty
empty
wrong
true

proud

langweilig
warm
dumm
kurz
ernst
munter
feige
trocken
arm
stumpf
hablich
leicht
schwach
sauer
billig
glucklich
schwarz
sauber
voll
richtig
falsch

bescheiden

[Ang-vay-liH
vahRm
doom
kooRts
eRnst
moon-tuhR
Jay-guh
tRo-kuhn
Arm
shtoompf
hés-liH
layHt
shvACH
zou-uhR
bi-liH
gliik-I1iH
shvARts
sou-buhR
fol
RiH-tiH

FAlsh

buh-shay-duhn

boring
warm
dumb
short
serious
awake
cowardly
dry

poor
blunt
ugly
easy or light
weak
sour
cheap
happy

black
clean
full
right
untrue

humble

Complete the Descriptions
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Y ou're degp in conversation with a new friend. How would you describe the Berlin Wall, your
fantasy man or woman, or your dream house? Complete the following descriptions with German



adjectives usng the rules you've learned in this chapter.
1. Mein Opa bringt mich zum Lachen.

2. Der Freundin meiner Frau geht esnicht gut. Seist .

3. Der Bruder ihrer Tante hat vid Gdd. Er ist sehr )

The Least You Need to Know
* To show possession in German, use the genitive case or possessive adjectives.

* Haben isnt just an important irregular verb that expresses physica conditions; it aso can be used
in certain idiomatic expressions of luck, intention, and opportunity.

» German adjectives agree in gender, number, and case and have three declensions. wesk, strong,
and mixed.
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Chapter 12
Finally, You're at the Airport




in This Chapter

» Mainly on the plane

> The verb gehen

> Giving and receiving directions

» Gefting help when you don't understand

You'vedoneit. You've planned atrip, you've driven to the airport, you have your passport, you
remembered your camera. Y ou've finaly boarded the plane. Y ou've even managed to have a
somewhat gtilted but successful chat with a German massage therapist who turns her head from sde
to side and dtretches her arms above her head throughout your entire conversation. She's given you
the names of afew good hotds in the city where you plan to spend afew relaxing, fun-filled days
and nights.

A voice comes on the overhead speaker tdlling you that your plane will be landing soon. You teke a
deep breath, close your eyes, and begin to make amentd list of al the things you have to do before
you find ahotel. Y ou have to pick up your bags, pass customs, figure out whether you're going to
take ataxi, rent acar, or locate a bus that goesto the city. What if no one at the airport speaks
English? Don't worry: By the end of this chapter, you'l be able to accomplish dl of these thingsin
German.
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Inside the Plane

Evenif you're not afraid of heights, claustrophobic, or dlergic to perfume, it's tough stting in the
window segt next to a Sumo wrestler who smells like he's been dunked in avat of danddion air
freshener. If this should happen to you, you'll probably need to get the flight attendant's attention to
find out if you can move to a different seet. This section gives you the vocabulary you need to solve
plane problems.

Mainly on the Plane.

Soon after the plane takes off, a voice on the overhead speaker begins referring to items on the
plane that are above and around you. This familiarizes the passengers with safety festures and with
the actions taken in the event of an emergency. The vocabulary in Table 12.1 will hep you
undergtand this information and will help you learn how to solve any problems you might have on
your flight.

Table 12.1 Inside the Plane

English German Pronunciation

(no) smokina (nicht) Raucher (miHt) Rou-CHuhR



airline

airplane
airport

by the window
emergency exit
gate

hand luggage
landing

lifevest

ontheade

passenger

saf ety precautions

seat

takeoff

terminal

to get off of or exit the

plane

to smoke

die Fluglinie

das Flugzeug
der Flughafen
am Fenster

der Notausgang
der Flugsteig
das Handgepack
die Landung

die Rettungsweste or
Schwimmweste

im Gang

der Passagier

die Sicherheitsvorkehrungen
der Sitz

der Abflug

der Terminal

aus dem Flugzeug aussteigen

rauchen

s

dee flook-lee-nee-uh
dAs flook-tsoyk
deyR flook-hah-fuhn
Am fen-stuhR

deyR noht-ous-gAng
deyR flook-tsoyk
dAs hAnt-guh-pdk
dee IAn-dung

dee Re-toonks-ves-tuh

im gAng

deyR pA-sA-jeeR

dee zi-HuhR-hayts-vor-key-Run-guhn
deyR zits

deyR ap-flook

deyR teR-mee-nahl

ous deym flook-tsoyk ous-shtay-guhn

Rou-Chuhn

Airline Advice

Page 117

Airlines may charge an am and aleg, but in exchange they give nifty advice to make your flight more
enjoyable. Can you jot down in English the rules and regulations being outlined in the following Sgn?

Im Rugzeug:

Bitte nehmen Sie, fr Ihren eigenen Komfort und Ihre eigene Sicherheit, nur ein

Handgepéackstiick mit an Bord des Flugzeugs.

On the Inside



The stewardess has moved you away from the Sumo wrestler. Overdl, you've had a pleasant flight.
Finaly, the plane lands. There is a mad scramble for the aide and passengers begin opening the

overhead compartments. As you leave the plane, there are Sgns everywhere, dl of them pointing in
different directions. Y ou make it through customs without any difficulties and drag your bags off the

luggage bdt. Where should you go now?
Finding the Right Words

Y ou may want to ask someone where the baggage carts are. After that, you'll probably want to
change some money (particularly because most of these baggage carts take coins). Do you need to
freshen up alittle? Y ou can wander around looking for those signs with the generic men and women
on them, or else you can ask someone where the nearest Toilette (toee-le-tuh) is. Table 12.2 gives

you dl the vocabulary you'll need to identify where you need to go in and around the arport.

Table 12.2 Inside the Airport

English German Pronunciation

arrival die Ankunft dee An-koonft

arriva time die Ankunftszeit dee An-koonfts-tsayt
baggage claim die Gepackausgabe dee guh-pdk-ous-gah-buh
bathroom die Toilette dee toee-le-tuh

bus stop die Bushaltestelle dee boos-hAl-tuh-shte-luh
car rental der Autoverleih deyR ou-toh-feR-lay
carry-on luggage das Handgepack dAs hAnt-guh-pdk
departure der Abflug deyR Ap-flook
departuretime die Abflugzeit dee Ap-flook-tsayt

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

English German Pronunciation
destination das Flugziel dAs flook-tseel
elevators der Aufzug deyR ouf-tsook

exit der Ausoana

devR ous-eAne
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flight

flight number

gate

information

luggage cart

money exchange office
passport control

security check

stopover

suitcase

taxi

the airline company
ticket

to misstheflight

~ -~

der Flug

die Flugnummer

der Flugsteig

die Information

der Gepackwagen

die Geldwechsel stube
die Pabkontrolle

die Sicherheitskontrolle

der Zwischenstop
der Koffer

das Taxi

die Fluggesellschaft
das Ticket

einen Flug verpassen

v o o

deyR Flook

dee flook-noo-muhR

deyR flook-shtayk

dee in-foR-mah-teeohn
deyR guh-pdk-vah-guhn
dee gelt-vek-suhl-shtew-buh
dee pAs-kon-tRo-luh

dee
zi-HuhR-Hayts-kon-tRo-luh

deyR tsvi-shuhn-shtop
deyR ko-fuhR

dAs tah-ksee

dee flook-guh-zel-shAft
dAs ti-ket

ay-nuhn flook veR-pA-suhn

Signs Everywhere

Thereis generdly tighter arline security on internationd flights. Y ou should be able to read signs
giving travelerstips and warnings and indicating rules and regulations. Even if you bresk arule
unintentionaly and are treated with repect by the airport police, chances are that being questioned
in German and searched for illegal wegpons is an experience you'd rather avoid.

The following Sgns provide examples of information you might seein an airport serving
German-spesking populaions. Read the Sgns carefully and then try to maich the sign with its
corresponding bulleted question from the list that follows.

A. ACHTUNG:

Geféhrden Se nicht Ihre eigene Sicherheit: Nehmen Sie keine Gepackstiicke von anderen
Personen an.

B. Ihr gesammtes Gepack, einschlieblich Thres Handgepécks wird kontrolliert.
C. Das Benutzen von Gepéckwagen ist aLb schlieblich im Hughafengebédude gedtaitet.
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D. ACHTUNG:

Aus Sicherheitsgriinden werden ale zurlickgel assenen Gepackstiicke von der Sicherheitspolizel
zerstort.

Esist dehab notwendig, deb Sie Ihr Gepéck standig mit sich fihren.
E. AN DIE FLUGAASTE
Das Mitfuhren von versteckten Waffen an Bord eines Flugzeuges ist gesetzlich Verboten.

Esig gesetzlich vorgeschrieben, deb dle Gepackstiicke, einschlieblich des Handgepéacks, von
der Sicherheitskontrolle Gberprift werden.

Diese Durchsuchung kann verweigert werden. Passagiere, welche die Durchsuchung
verweigern, snd nicht befugt, die Sicherheitskontrolle zu passieren.

Which 9gnistdling you that:

1. If you leave something behind it might be destroyed?
2. All of your luggage will be checked, even carry-on?

3. You may be searched for a hidden wegpon?

4. You can only use the baggage carts within the airport?

5. 'Y ou shouldn't accept packages from anyone you don't know, or from anyone you know if you
don't know what'sin the package?

Going Places

Y ou will undoubtedly find the verb gehen (to go) handy as you make your way out of the airport to
the taxi stand. The sooner you commit the conjugation of the verb gehen (see Table 12.3) to
memory, the sooner you'll get to wherever it isyou're going.

Table 12.3 The Verb gehen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich gehe I go wir gehen wego
iH gey-huh veeR gey-huhn

Second du gehst you go sie gehen they go
dew geyst zee gey-huhn

(Formal) ihr geht you go Sie gehen they go
eeR geyt zee gey-huhn

Third er, sie, esgeht he, she, it sie gehen they go

eR, zee, es geyt goes zee gey-huhn
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Contractions with Gehen

What's What
Contraction A
single word made
out of two words.
In (rerman, no
apostrophe is used.

The verb gehen is often followed by the preposition zu (to). When this preposition is used to
indicate location, the entire prepositiond phrase is dative, and if the location toward which the
subject is heading is masculine (der) or neuter (das), zu contracts with the article dem to become
zum (tothe). A contraction isasingle word made out of two words, asin theword “it's” Ir
German, contractions don't take an gpostrophe. When gehen is followed by the prepositions auf or
in, the prepositiona phrase isin the accusdtive; if the location toward which the subject isheading is
neuter, auf contracts with das to become aufs and in contracts with das become ins.

Ich gehe zum Bahnhof.
iH gey-huh tsoom bahn-hohf
I'm going to the airport.

Ich gehe zum Geschéft.
iH gey-huh tsoom guh-shdft
I'm going to the store.

If the location toward which the subject is heading is feminine, zu (to) contracts with the feminine
dative article der (the) to become zur (to the).

Ich gehe zur Kirche.
iH gey-huh tsooR keeR-Hu
I'm going to the church.

If the location toward which the subject is heading is neuter and the prepogition being useisin or
auf (t0), in contracts with the neuter accusative article das (the) to become ins (to the). Auf
contracts with the neuter accusative article das to become aufs.

Ich gehe insKino.
ich gey-huh ins kee-noh
| go to the movies.

Er geht aufs Polizerevier.
eR geyt oufs po-lee-zay-Ruh-veeR
He goes to the police Sation.
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¥ ) Achtang

o In certain situations, you use the preposition nach to indicate where you are

going.

With continents, countries and towns:
Ich gehe nach Berlin.
iH gey-hith iwAH beR-Tin
I'm going to Berlin.

When speaking of a direction; north, south, east, west:

- Du gehst nach MNorden.
dew gevst nAH noR-duhn
You're going north.

With prepositions that show direction:

Er geht nach rechts.
€R geyt nAH reHts
He's going to the right.

How Do You Get to...?

Y ou may get disoriented in anew place; the best thing to do is to ask someone how to get to
wherever it isyou want to go. Here are some ways of asking questions.

Wo ist der Ausgang?
voh ist deyR ous-gAng
Where isthe exit?

Der Ausgang, hitte.
deyR ous-gAng, bi-tuh
The exit, please.

Wo snd die Taxis?
voh sindt dee tah-ksees

Where are the taxis?

Die Taxis, hitte.
dee tah-ksees, bi-tuh
The taxis, please.
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If you're not sure whether what you're looking for is nearby, or if you just want to know if whatever
you're looking for isin the vicinity, use the phrase gibt es (isthere, are there). It's auseful way of



finding things out. To answver a question beginning with gibt es affirmatively, reverse the word order.

Gibt es Toiletten in der Néhe?
gipt es toee-le-tuhn in deyR ndh-huh
Arethere toilets nearby?

Ja, es gibt Toiletten in der Néhe.
vah, es gipt toee-le-tuhn in deyR ndh-huh
Y es, there are toilets nearby.

Take a Left, Climb Across the Bridge, and After That, Go Down a Flight
of Stairs...

What if the place you're looking for isn't within pointing distance? If this turns out to be the case,
you'd better know the verbs people use when they give directions (see Table 12.4).

Table 12.4 Verbs Used When Giving Directions

German Pronunciation English

abblegen ap-bee-guhn toturn

gehen gey-huhn togo

laufen lou-fuhn towalk

nehmen ney-muhn to take
weitergehen* vay-tuhR-gey-huhn to go on, continue

Verbs with Separable Prefixes

Some of the verbsin Table 12.4 (the ones with asterisks next to them) have separable prefixes,
verba complements that are placed at the end of the sentence when the verb is conjugated
(separable prefixes will be addressed at greater length in Chapter 14). Some of the most common
separable prefixes are auf, hiniiber, aus, an, hinunter, hinauf, weiter, bei, mit, nach, and zu.
When you use a verb with separable prefixes, the verb comes near the beginning of the sentence and
the prefix comes at the end:

Du biegst rechts ab.
dew beekst reHts Ap
You turn right.
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Er geht waiter zum Termind.
eyR geyt vay-tuhR tsoom teR-mee-nahl



He continues to the termindl.

Giving Commands.

When someone tells you how to get somewhere, generdly they give you a command. Because
you're being addressed, the subject of the command is you. Because you can address someone
formaly or informdly in German, there are two different command forms.

Informa sngular:
Gehe nach rechts.

gey-huh nAH ReHts

Go right.
Informd plurd:

Geht nach rechts.
geyt nAH reHts
Goright.

Formd sngular and plurd:

Gehen Sie nach rechts.
gey-huhn zee nAH reHts

Go right.

Take Command

Y ou need to practice recaiving and giving commands before you can effectively do ether. Complete
the following exercise by filling in the gppropriate command forms and their meanings.

Verb Du
abbiegen

gehen Gehel
weiterheher

laufen

Thr

Geht!

Sie

Gehen Sel

English

Turn!

Go!

Continuel

Walk!

Prepositions: Little Words Can Make a Big Difference
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Prepositions are useful for giving and receiving directions. Prepositions show the relationship of a
noun to another word in a sentence. If you turn back to the idiomatic expressons in Chapter 4,
you'l seethat they are in fact prepositional phrases. Table 12.5 contains some useful prepositions

for getting where you want to go.

Table 12.5 Prepositions

German Pronunciation English
auf ouf on

bei bay at

fern feRn far

gegen gey-guhn against
hinter hin-tuhR behind

in in in

nach naCH after

nah nah near
neben ney-buhn next to
ohne oh-nuh without
um...zu oom...tsew in order to
unter oon-tuhR under
von fon fromr

vor JoR in front of
Zu, nach tsew, naCH to, at
zwischen tsvi-shuhn between

Are You Out of Your Mind?

What's What
Prepositions
Words that show
the relation of a
noun to another
word in a sentence.




Weve dl asked for directions and then immediatdly regretted it. This generaly happens when the
person giving us the directions gives us more rights and | efts than we can handle. It is perhaps as
useful to know how to show lack of understanding in aforeign country asit isto show
understanding. In addition to scratching your head like crazy, use some of the phrasesin Table 12.6
to let people know that you just don't understand.
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Table 12.6 Expressing Incomprehension and Confusion

German Pronunciation English
Entschuldigen Sie ent-shool-dee-guhn zee Excuse me (formal)
Entschuldigung, ich habe Sienicht  ent-shool-dee-goonk, Excuse me, | didn't
verstanden. iH hah-buh zee niHt understand you.

feR-shtan-duhn
Ich verstehe nicht. iH feR-shtey-huh niHt I don't understand.

Sprechen Sielangsamer, bitte. shpRe-Hun zee Please speak more slowly.
IAng-zah-muhR, bi-tuh

Was haben Sie gesagt? vAs hah-buhn zee What did you say?
guh-zahkt

Wiederholen Sie, bitte. vee-deR-hoh-luhn zee, Please repeat (what you
bi-tuh just said).

The Least You Need to Know

* Learning afew useful vocabulary words will help you figure out airport Sgnsin German.
* Theirregular verb gehen isused to give directions.

* There are three ways of forming commands.

* The subject “you” is understood when commands are given.

* If you don't understand the directions being given to you, don't be afraid to say, “Ich verstehe
nicht. Wiederholen Sie, bitte (iH feR-shtey-huh niHt, vee-deR-hoh-luhn zee, bi-tuh).”

Page 127

Chapter 13



Heading for the Hotel

In This Chapter

» Getting around

» Renting a car

» Counting with cardinal numbers
> Telling time

We're going to take it for granted that when you step outside of the international departures termind,
theré's no flamingo-colored limousine with glittering hubcaps waiting for you and your luggage (if
there was, the driver got tired of waiting and |eft). There are no taxis anywhere in Sght, so you find a
bus and take it into the center of the city. Now you have to find a reasonably priced but comfortable
hotel where you can settle down and begin to figure out how to get a number of things done,
induding renting acar (your rather roo adventurous bus ride to the hotel has made you anxious to
make these arrangements as soon as possible). This chapter examines ways to get things done
effectivey and efficiently.

Ticket to Ride

Therés only one way to get to know the city you're traveling around in: by traveling around init.
Y ou have a number of options, of course. Walking is fun and chesp (but it can get tiring); taking a
bus affords you an overhead view of the shops, sidewalks, and
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people aong the streets (but it takes some know-how in aforeign country); taking ataxi is
convenient and—idea ly—comfortable (but it can be expensive). Of course, the mode of travel you
choose will depend on many factors—including how near or distant your destination is. Whichever
mode of trave isright for you, you should familiarize yoursdlf with the correct terms.



Buses, Trains, and Automobiles

Whether you see yoursdf zipping aong on the Autobahn with a WWI flying-ace scarf trailing behind
you, or hob-nobbing with the locas on a bus, knowing the words listed here will help you get
around.

German Pronunciation English
das Auto dAs ou-toh car

das Taxi dAs tAk-see taxi

der Bus deyR boos bus

der Zug deyR tsewk train

die U-Bahn, S-Bahn dee ew-bahn, es-bahn subway
die Strabenbahn dee shtRah-suhn-bahn streetcar

A Means to an End

Youll usethe verb nehmen (ney-muhn), to take, to express how you are going to get from where
you are to where you are going. Nehmen can be classified as a strong verb. The ssem vowd e
changesto i and the sllent his dropped in the second and third person singular forms (see Table
13.1).

Table 13.1 The Verb nehmen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich nehme | take wir nehmen wetake
iH ney-muh veeR ney-muhn
Second du nimmst you take ihr nehmt
dew nimmst eeR neymt
Sie nehmen

zee ney-muhn

(Formdl) Sie nehmen you take
zee ney-muhn

Third er, se, esnimmt he, she, it takes sie nehmen they take
eR, zee, es nimt zee ney-muhn
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Seeif you canfill in the blanks in these sentences with the correct form of the verb.

1. Ich an Taxi, um zum Gechéft zu kommen.

| take the bus to get to the store.

2. Wir die Strab enbahn, um in die Innengtadt zu kommen.

We take the streetcar to get downtown.

3. Er das Auto, um zur Kirche zu fahren.

He takes the car to get to the church.
4. Se dasFahrrad, um aufs Land zu fahren.

You (forma) take the bicycle to ride to the country.

Which (or What) Do You Prefer?

Someone tells you that to get to the local museum, you must go straight past a building, and then
take aleft on a street. What building are they talking about? Which street do they mean? When
you'e traveling—and particularly when you're asking directions—one word in German will be
indispensable to you: welcher (vel-HuhR), the word for “which” or “what.”

Welcher with Singular and Plural Nouns.

When welcher comesimmediately before a noun and introduces a question, it is consdered ar
interrogative pronoun and must agree in number, gender, and case with the noun it precedes. Some
common pronouns that follow the same declension patterns as welcher are: dieser (this), jeder
(each, every), mancher (many, many @), and solcher (such, such @). Tables 13.2 and 13.3 give the
declenson of welcher with Sngular and plurd nouns.

Table 13.2 The Pronoun Welcher with Singular Nouns

Case Masculine Feminine Néuter

Nom. “which bus’ “which direction” “which car”
welcher Bus welche Richtung welches Auto
vel-HuhR boos vel-Huh RiH-toong vel-Huhs ou-toh

Acc. welchen Bus welche Richtung welches Auto
vel-Huhn boos vel-Huh RiH-toong vel-Huhs ou-toh

Dat. welchem Bus welcher Richtung welchem Auto
vel-Huhm boos vel-HuhR RiH-toong vel-Huhm ou-toh

Gen. welches Buses welcher Richtung welches Autos

vel-Huhs boosuhs vel-HuhR RiH-toong vel-Huhs ou-toh




Table 13.3 The Pronoun Welcher with Plural Nouns

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter

Nom. “which “which directions” “which cars”
buses” welche Richtungen welche Autos
welche Buse vel-Huh  vel-Huh RiH-toon-guhn vel-Huh ou-tohs
boo-suh

Acc. welche Buse welche Richtungen welche Autos
vel-Huh boo-suh vel-Huh RiH-toon-guhn vel-Huh ou-tohs

Dat. welchen Busen welchen Richtungen welchen Autos

vel-Huhn boo-suhn vel-Huhn RiH-toon-guhn

Gen. welcher Buse welcher Richtungen
vel-HuhR boo-suh vel-HuhR RiH-toon-guhn

vel-Huhn ou-tohs

welcher Autos
vel-HuhR ou-tohs

The Third Degree

Page 130

Y ou should be prepared for questions which begin with welcher (in its declined form). Here are
some common questions you may be asked while traveling around the city.

Welchen Bus nehmen Se?
vel-Huhn boos ney-muhn zee

Which bus are you taking?

In welche Richtung féhrt der Bus?
In vel-Huh RiH-toong fihRt deyR boos
In which direction is the bus going?

Welches Auto mieten Se?
vel-Huhs ou-toh mee-tuhn zee
Which car are you renting?

Mit welcher Maschine fliegen Se?
mit vel-HuhR mah-shee-nuh flee-guhn zee
On which plane are you flying?

Using What and Which

Have you ever spoken with someone who immediately assumes you know what they are spesking
about no matter what they are saying? Seeif you can properly decline the interrogetive pronoun

welcher 10 find out the specifics of the statements given here.



Example: Ich nehme die U-Bahn. (Welche U-Bahn?)

German

Pronunciation

English

Sie nehmen den Zug.
Ichfahrein die Stadt.

Er mietet ein Auto.

Ich besuche einen Freund.

Wir gehen in ein Museum.

Sie sucht ein Hotel.

zee ney-muhn deyn tsook
iH fah-Ruh in dee shtAt
eR mee-tuht ayn ou-toh

iH buh-zew-CHuh ay-nuhn
fRoynt

veeR gey-huhn in ayn
mew-zey-oom

zee zewCHt ayn hoh-tel

They take the train.
I'm driving into town.
Herentsacar.

I'mvisiting afriend.

We're going to a museum.

She'slooking for ahotel.

On the Road
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Y ou may want to take atrip around the countryside and the ideal way to do that isto rent acar. The
following phrases are useful when renting acar.

Ich mdchte en Auto mieten.
iH méH-tuh ayn ou-toh mee-tuhn
| would like to rent acar.

Wievid kogtet esam Tag (in der Woche)?

vee-feel kos-tuht es Am tahk (in deyR vo-CHuh)

How much does it cost per day (per week)?

We ches Auto empfehlen Se mir?
vel-Huhs ou-toh em-pfey-luhn zee meeR
Which car do you recommend?

Ist das Benzin im Preis enthaten?
ist dAs ben-tseen im pRays ent-hAl-tuhn
Isthe gasoline included in the price?

Wieteuer it die Verdcherung?
vee toy-uhR ist dee veR-si-Huh-Roong
How expensive isthe insurance?

Outside the Car



If you decide to rent a car, don't forget to check in the trunk for the regulation jack—in German, der
Wagenheber (deyR vah-guhn-hey-buhR)—and the sparetire, or der Ersatzreifen (deyR

eR-zAts-Ray-fuhn).
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Here are afew terms you might find useful when talking about the various features of acar.

German Pronunciation English
das Fenster dAs fen-stuhR window
das Nummernschild dAs noo-meRn-shilt license plate
das Rad dAs Raht wheel

das Rucklicht dAs Riik-liHt tail light

der Auspuff deyR ous-poof exhaust

der Benzintank deyR ben-zee-tAnk gastank
der Blinker deyR blin-kuhR turn signal
der Keilriemen deyR kayl-ree-muhn fan-belt

der Kofferraum deyR ko-fe-roum trunk

der Kotflugel deyR koht-flii-guhl fender

der Kihler deyR kiih-luhR radiator

der Motor deyR mo-tohR motor

der Scheibenwischer deyR shay-buhn-vi-shuhR windshield wiper
der Turgriff deyR tiihR-gRif door handle
der Vergaser deyR feR-gah-suhR carburetor
die Antenne dee An-te-nuh antenna

die Batterie dee bA-te-Ree battery

die Motorhaube dee mo-tohR-hou-buh hood

die Reifen dee Ray-fuhn tires

die Scheinwerfer dee shayn-weR-fuhR headlights
die Stobstange dee shtohs-shtAn-guh bumper

die Windschutzscheibe dee vint-shutz-shav-buh windshield



v

die Zundkerzen dee tsiint-ker-tsuhn sparkplugs
Inside the Car

Here are afew useful termsfor thingsinsde acar.

German Pronunciation English

das Amaturenbrett dAs A-mA-tew-ruhn-bRet dashboard

das Gaspedal dAs gahs-pey-dahl accelerator

das Handschufach dAs hAnt-shew-fACH glove compartment
das Lenkrad dAs lenk-raht steering wheel
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
dasRadio dAs Rah-deeoh radio

der Blinker deyR blin-kuhR turn signal

der Riickspiegel deyR Riik-shpee-guhl rear-view mirror
die Bremsen die bRem-suhn brakes

die Hupe dee hew-puh horn

die Kupplung dee kup-lung clutch

die Schaltung dee shAl-tung gear shift

die Zundung dee tstin-dung ignition
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It might be helpful you if you can ask someone if you're heading in the right direction. Y ou never
know when you're going to get lost in the woods without your compass.

nach Norden

nahCH noR-duhn

to the north



nach Siden nahCH siih-duhn 1o the south
nach Westen nahCH ves-tuhn to the west

nach Osten nahCH os-tuhn to the east

Your Number's Up

Sooner or later you're going to have to learn numbersin German. Numbers are used for telling time,
for making dates, for counting, for finding out prices—they're even used to refer to the pages, tables,
and chaptersin this book! So pull out your abacus and start counting.

Count Me In

One, two, three, four... as children, one of the first things we learn to do is count (today's children,
tomorrow's taxpayers). Numbers that express amounts are known as cardinal numbers. The
sooner you learn cardind numbersin German the better, because you're going to need to use
numbers for everything from renting a car to locating your gete in an airport (see Table 13.4).

Table 13.4 Cardinal Numbers

German Pronunciation English
null nool 0
eins aynts 1

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
zwel tsvay 2
drei dRay 3
vier feeR 4
funf fiing 5

sechs zeks 6



sieben

acht

neun

zehn

elf

zwolf

dreizehn
vierzehn
fanfzehn
sechzehn
siebzehn
achtzehn
neunzehn
zwanzig
einundzwanzig
Zweiundzwanzig
dreiundzwanzig
vierundzwanzig
funfundzwanzig
sechsundzwanzig
siebenundzwanzig
achtundzwanzig
neunundzwanzig
dreibig

vierzig

funfzig

sechzig

siebzia

zee-buhn

aCHt

noyn

tseyn

elf

tsvolf

dRay-tseyn
feeR-tseyn

fiinf-tseyn

zeks-tseyn

seeb-tseyn

aCH-tseyn
noyn-tseyn

tsvAn-tsik
ayn-oont-tsvAn-tsik
tsvay-oont-tsvAn-tsik
dRay-oont-tsvAn-tsik
feeR-oont-tsvAn-tsik
finf-oont-tsvAn-tsik

zeks-oont-tsvAn-tsik

zee-buhn-oont-tsvAn-tsik

ACHt-oont-tsvAn-tsik
noyn-oont-tsvAn-tsik
dRay-sik

feeR-tsik

fiinf-tsik

zeH-tsik

zeen-tsik

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

26

27

28

29

70



~

x

achtzig ACH-tsik 80

neunzig noyn-tsik

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
hundert hoon-deRt 100
hunderteins hoon-deRt-aynts 101
hundertzwei hoon-deRt-tsvay 102
zweihundert tsvay-hoon-deRt 200
zweihundereins tsvay-hoon-deRt-aynts 201
zweihunderzwei tsvay-hoon-deRt-tsvay 202

tausend tou-zent 1000
zweitausend tsvay-tou-zent 2000
hunderttausend hoon-deRt-tou-zent 100,000

eine Million aynuh mee-leeohn 1,000,000
zwei Millionen tsvay mee-leeoh-nuhn 2,000,000
eine Milliarden ayn mee-lee-AR-duh 1,000,000,000
zwei Milliarden tsvay mee-lee-AR-duhn 2,000,000,000

What's What

Cardinal

numbers Numbers
used in counting.

After you've learned the basics of counting in German, the main things to remember are;
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* After the number 20, numbers are expressed in compound words with the one, two, three. ..



coming firgt: one-and-twenty, two-and-twenty, three-and-twenty... Don't forget to drop the -s
from eins before einundzwanzig, einunddreibig, and so on.

* Und (and) is used to connect the numbers 1 through 9 to the numbers 20, 30, 40, 50, and so on.

* The -sisdropped from sechs to form sechzehn (16) and sechzig (60). Smilarly, the-enis
dropped from sieben to form siebzehn (17) and siebzig (70).

* After 100, und is dropped and numbers are expressed the same way they are in English with one
hundred, one thousand, one million, and so on, coming first. In German, however, you do not
say “one hundred” or “onethousand.” You Smply say hundert (hoon-deRt) or tausend
(tou-zent).

As a Rule

Because the sound of zwei (tsvay) and drei (dRav) is so similar, zwo
(tsvoh) is often used for “two” in official language and when giving
numbers on the telephone.
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What Time Is It?

Now that you have familiarized yoursdf with German numbers, it should be relatively easy for you to
tell time. The Implest way to question someone about the time is by saying:

Wievid Uhr ig es?
vee-feel ewR ist es
What timeisit?
Wie spét ist es?
vee shpdht ist es
What timeisit?
To answer aquestion about time, start out with Es isz... asin the examples that follow:

Esig...
es ist

Itis...

Look at Table 13.5 for some common phrasesto help you tell time.

Table 13.5 Telling Time

German Pronunciation English

Esist ein Uhr. es ist avn ewR Itis1:00.



v

Esist funf (Minuten) nach zwei. es ist fiinf (mee-new-tuhn) nACH Itis2:05.
tsvay
Esist zehn (Minuten) nach drei. es ist tseyn (mee-new-tuhn) nACH Itis3:10.
dRay
Esist Viertel nach vier. es ist feeR-tuhl nACH feeR Itis4:15.
Esist zwanzig nach finf es ist tsvAn-tsik nACH fiinf Itis5:20.
Esist zehn vor halb sechs. Es ist tseyn foR hAlp zeKs Itis6:25.
Esist funf vor halb sieben. es ist fiinf foR hAlp zee-buhn Itis6:25.
Esist halb acht. es ist hAlp ACHt Itis7:30.
Esist funf nach halb acht. es ist fiinf nACH hAlp ACHt Itis7:35.
Esist zehn nach halb acht. es ist tsehn nACH hAlp ACHt Itis8:40.
Esist zwanzig vor neun. es ist tsvAn-tsik foR noyn Itis8:40.
Esist Viertel vor zehn. es ist feer-tuhl foR tseyn Itis9:45.
Esist zehn vor €lf. es ist tseyn foR elj Itis10:50.
Esist funf vor zwolf. es ist fiinf foR tsvolf Itis11:55.
Esist Mitternacht. es ist mi-tuhR-nACHt [tismidnight.
Esist Mittag. es ist mi-tahk It isnoon.
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* To express the time after the hour, give the number of minutes past the hour firg, then nach, then
thehour: Es ist Viertel nach fiinf (it's aquarter past five).

* To express the time before the hour, give the number of minutes before the hour fird, then vor,
thenthehour: Es ist Viertel vor fiinf (it's a quarter to five).

» With dl other hours, ialb is used to express hdf theway to the hour. Halb sechs does not mean
haf past sx, but haf way to sx (5:30).



Cultare Shock

In Germany, as in

most European

countries, colloguial

time is given without

any reference to a.m. or p.m.
Often the twenty-four hour

system—what we call “offi-
cial” or “military” time—is
used, One o'clock p.m. is
thirteen o'clock, or dreizehn
Uhr (dray-tsepn ewR), two
o'clock p.m. is vierzehit Ul
{feeR-tseyn ewR), and so0 on.

It isn't enough to be able to plod dong through numbers and tell people what timeit is. Y oull need
to know more genera time expressons. Table 13.6 provides you with some common time

expressions.

Table 13.6 Time Expressions

German Pronunciation English

eine Sekunde ay-nuh zey-koon-duh asecond

eine Minute ay-nuh mee-new-tuh aminute

eine Stunde ay-nuh shtoon-duh an hour

morgens moR-guhns mornings

am Morgen Am moR-guhn in the morning
abends ah-buhnts evenings

am Abend Am ah-buhnt in the evening (p.m.)
nachmittags nACH-mi-tahks afternoons (p.m.)
am Nachmittag Am nACH-mi-tahk in the afternoon
umwieviel Uhr oom vee-feel ewR at what time

genau um Mitternacht

genau um ein Uhr

um ungefdhr/um etwa zwei
Uhr

eineviertel Stunde

guh-nou oom
mi-tuhR-nACHt

guh-nou oom ayn ewR

oom oon-guh-fihR/oom
et-vah tsvay ewR

avn feeR-tuhl shtoon-duh

at exactly midnight

at exactly 1:00

at about 2:00

auarter of an hour
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eine halbe Stunde ay-nuh hAl-buh shtoon-duh half an hour
in einer Stunde in ay-nuhR shtoon-duh in an hour
biszwei Uhr bis tsvay ewR until 2:00
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

vor drei Uhr foR dRay ewR before 3:00
nach drei Uhr nACH dRay ewR after 3:00
Seit wann? zayt vAn since when?
Seit sechs Uhr zayt zeks since 6:00
vor einer Stunde foR ay-nuhR shtoon-duh an hour ago
jede Stunde yey-duh shtoon-duh every hour
stiindlich shtiint-liH hourly

frih fRiih early

spat shpdht late

Achtung
The word seit (since)
is used to express a
period of time beginning
in the past and extend-
ing into the present. To
express that you have been

living in Berlin for three

years, you would say: Seit drei
Jahren wohne ich in Berlin.
Keep this in mind and avoid
becoming one of the many
English speakers who misuse
the word fiir (for) for seit.
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The Least You Need to Know

What's What
Usually, the
preposition um
means “around,”

but in time eXpres-

sions it means “at.” Um &
Uhr beginnt das Theaterstiick
(oort noyn ewR bub-gint dAs
tey-ah-teR-shtiik), or “The
play begins at 9 o'clock.”

* Theirregular verb nehmen is used to indicate what trangportation you are taking to get from one
place to another.

* Welcher isthe interrogative pronoun “which or what.”
* Torent acar, you'll need to know some basic vocabulary for the parts of a car.

» Whether you're telling someone the time or listening to the teller count your money & a bank,
sooner or later you're going to need to know German cardind numbers.
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Chapter 14
Yippee, You've Made It to the Hotel!




In This Chapter

» Checking out hotel facilities

» Counting with ordinal numbers
* Learning about mixed verbs

» Using verbs with prefixes

Y ou selected the method of transportation that suits your luggage Situation and the purchasing power
of your walet. You pay the taxi driver, get off the bus, or exit the subway to find yoursdf in front of
your hotdl.

For some of us, abed isal we look for in ahotdl. For others, cable TV, atelephone, a sauna, and a
garden-view balcony are the bare necessities. Whatever your persona needs may be, this chapter
will help you be comfortable in a German hotd.
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What a Hotel! Does It Have...?

Calture Shock
For travelers interested
in cheap, no-frills
sleeping, there is die Pen-
P sion (dee pen-zeeohn), essen-
tially a boarding house. For those

interested in something cozier,
there is das Gasthaus (d4s gdst-
hous), which is more expensive
than a Pension, but not as ex-

pensive as a Hotel. And finally,
there is das Hotel (d4s hoh-tel).

Some people enjoy the adventure of wandering around for hours looking for ahotel they saw ina
travel brochure; other people don't fed comfortable unless they've reserved their room ayear in
advance. Either way, before you hand over your credit card or travelers check, be sure to verify
with the people at die Hotel Rezeption (dee hoh-tel Rey-tsep-tseeohn) whether they can provide
you with whatever it isyou need: a quiet room, awake-up cal, or coffee a four am. Table 14.1 will
help you get the scoop on just about everything a hotd hasto offer.

Table 14.1 At the Hotel

German Pronunciation English

das Einkaufszentrum dAs ayn-koufs-tsen-tRoom  shopping center

das Fitnebcenter dAs fit-nes-sen-tuhR fitness center



das Geschéftszentrurr

der Geschenkladen deyR guh-shenk-lah-duhn  gift shop

das Hotel dAs hoh-tel hotel

das Restaurant dAs Re-stou-rohn restaurant

das Schwimmbad dAs shvim-baht swimming pool
das Zimmermédchen dAs tsi-muhR-mdt-Huhn maid service
der (Gepéack) Trager deyR (guh-pdk)tRih-guhR  porter

der Aufzug deyR ouf-zewk elevator

der Kassierer deyR kA-see-RuhR cashier

der Parkplatz deyR pARk-plAts parking lot

der Pfortner deyR pfoRt-nuhR concierge

der Portier deyR poR-ti-ey doorman

der Zimmerservice deyR tsi-muhR-soR-vis room service
die Sauna dee sou-nah sauna

die Reinigung dee Ray-ni-goonk laundry and dry cleaning service

v

dAs guh-shdfts-tsen-tRoom

business center

Whenever you're about to book aroom at a hotdl, don't Iet the giddiness you fed at being in anew
country prevent you from asking a few important questions about your room. Isit quiet? Doesiit
look out onto the courtyard or onto the street? Isit ona
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smoking floor or anonsmoking floor? Are there extra blankets in the cupboard? No matter how
luxurious your hotel room, if you forget to ask any of these questions, you may find yourself
pending a degpless night shivering under your thin blanket, ligening to the music from the
discotheque next door, and inhaling the secondhand smoke seeping in under your door. Table 14.2
has some words you may find useful when cross-examining hotel receptionists.



fAchtung

German bathrooms,

like many European
bathrooms, have what
looks like a tiny bathtul,

usually next to the toilet,
known as a bidet. Non-

Europeans sometimes make
the mistake of thinking this
is for washing their clothes.

Table 14.2 Hotel Basics

German Pronunciation English

das Badezimmer dAs bah-duh-tsi-muhR bathroom
das Dopplezimmer dAs do-pel-tsi-muhR double roonr
das Einzel zimmer dAs ayn-tsel-tsi-muhR single roormr
das Telefon dAs tey-ley-fon telephone
das Zimmer dAs tsi-muhR roon

der Balkon deyR bAl-kohn bal cony

der Farbfernseher
der Fernseher

der Safe

der Schlssel

der Wecker

die Badewanne
die Dusche

die Halbpension
dieVollpension
dieKlimaanlage
die Toilette

die Ubernachtung
ein Zimmer mit Aussicht

nach hinten

deyR faRb-feRn-zay-heR
deyR feRn-zay-heR

deyR Zeyf

deyR shlii-suhl

deyR ve-kuhR

dee bah-duh-vA-nuh

dee dew-shuh

dee hAlp-pen-zee-ohn
dee fol-pen-zee-ohn

dee klee-mah-An-lah-guh
dee toee-le-tuh

dee iih-beR-nACH-toong
ayn tsi-muhR mit ous-ziHt

nahCH hin-tuhn

color television
television

safe

key

alarm clock
bathtub

shower

just with breakfast

with meals
air conditioning
restroom

overnight stay

aroom with aview

at the back



nach vorn

zum Garten

zum Hof

zur Meerseite

nahCH foRn
tsoom gAR-tuhn
tsoom hof

tsewR meeR-zay-tuh

at the front
on the garden
on the courtyard

onthesea
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Now, using the vocabulary you've learned, seeif you canfill in the blanks of this didogue between a
hotel receptionist (der Empfangschef) and aclient (der Kunde).

Kunde: Guten Tag. Haben Sieein

Empfangschef: Mdchten Se ein Zimmer mit enem
wunderschones

Kunde: Ja, warum nicht? Hat das Zimmer en

Anruf.,

frei?

?Wir haben en

zur Meersaite.

? Ich erwarte einen wichtigen

Empfangschef: Selbstverstandlich. Mochten Sie Vollpension oder ?

Kunde: Vollpension, bitte.

Empfangschef: Gut. Die Zimmernummer ist 33. Hier it Thr

Calling Housekeeping

. Gute Nacht.

So what happensif you do forget to ask whether there are blankets in the closet and then the
temperature drops 20 degrees shortly after you get into bed? Do you shiver al night or do you call
the concierge and ask for more blankets? Here are some expressions that will help you get whatever
it isyou need. Because you will usualy be asking for “an” object or “&’ thing, these nouns are listed
with their indefinite articles followed by m. for masculine nouns, f. for feminine nouns, n. for neuter
nouns, and pl. for plura nouns. See Table 14.3.

Table 14.3 Necessities

German Pronunciation English

die Eiswirfd (m. pl.) dee ays-viiR-fuhl ice cubes

ein Adapter (m.) ayn ah-dAp-tuhR an adapter
ein Aschenbecher (m.) ayn A-shuhn-be-HuhR an ashtray
ein Badetuch (n.) avn bah-duh-tewCH abeach towel



v

ein Handtuch (n.) ayn hAn-tewCH atowel

ein Kleiderbigel (m.) ayn klay-duhR-biih-guhl a hanger

ein Kopfkissen (n.) ayn kopf-ki-suhn apillow

ein Mineralwasser (n.) ayn mi-nuh-Rahl-vA-suhR mineral water
ein Stiick Seife (n.) ayn shtiik zay-fuh abar of soap
ein Taschentuch (n.) ayn tA-shuhn-tewCH ahandkerchief
eine Bettdecke ay-nuh bet-de-kuh ablanket

die Streichhdl zer dee shtRayH-hol-tsuhR matches

das Briefpapier dAs bReef-pah-peeR stationery

ein Nahkasten ayn néh-kAs-tuhn asewing kit
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Complete the following sentences. Keep in mind that the nouns you will be using are direct objects,
and take the accusative case: the masculine indefinite article ein becomes einen, the feminine and
neuter indefinite articles eine and ein remain the same when they are declined (see Chapter 8).

Ich héite gern...
iH hd-tuh geRn
[ would like...

Ich brauche...
iH brou-CHuh
| need...

Using these expressons dong with the vocabulary you've just learned, seeif you can trandate the
following sentences into German.

1. | need an adapter.
2. I'd like amineral water, please.
3. | need Stationery.

4. I'd like an ashtray and matches, please.

Going Straight to the Top

Now that you've had a good night's deep, it'stime to explore the hotel alittle. To get around, youll



need to know how to get from one floor to another. The numbers used to refer to the floors of a
building are known as ordinal numbers. An ordind number refers to a specific number in aseries.
If your hotel isredly fancy, there may be someone in the eevator who asks you, “Welcher Stock,
bitte (vel-HuhR shtok, bi-tuh)?”” Study the ordinal numbersin Table 14.4 and you'll be able to

answer this questior.

Table 14.4 Ordinal Numbers

German Pronunciation English
erste eRs-tuh first
Zweite tsvay-tuh second
dritte dRi-tuh third
vierte feeR-tuh fourth
fnfte fiinf-tuh fifth
sechste zeks-tuh sixth
siebte zeep-tuh seventh
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
achte ACH-tuh eighth
neunte noyn-tuh ninth
zehnte tseyn-tuh tenth
elfte elf-tuh eleventh
zwolfte tsvolf-tuh twelfth
Zwanzigste tsvan-tsiks-tuh twentieth
einundzwanzigste ayn-oont-tsvan-tsiks-tuh twenty-first
hundertste hoon-dertstuh hundredth
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What's What
Ordinal numbers
Mumbers that
refer to a specific
number in a series
and answer the question,
"Which one?”

g R ol a —

* Ordina numbers are formed by adding -ze to the numbers 2—19 and by adding -sze from 20 on.
Erste (firg), dritte (third), siebte (Saventh), and achte (eighth) are exceptions.

« In English, we use letters (1st, 2nd, 3rd, ), to express ordina numbers. In German, use a period
after the numera: 1., 2., 3. and so on.

* Ordind numbers take the gender (masculine, feminine, or neuter) and number (Sngular or plurd) of
the noun they modify.

Cultare Shock

In Germany, as in many European countries, the street-level floor is not
numbered. It is referred to as das Erdgeschop (dAs eRt-guh-shos). The German
first floor is the equivalent of the American second floor. The second floor in
Germany would be the third floor in America. If the hotel where you are staying has
no elevator and you must carry your own bags to your room, it is of particular
importance to add this extra floor onto whichever number floor the hotel clerk
gives you to prepare yourself for the climbing experience ahead.

The Declension of Ordinal Numbers

Ordina numbers are treated as adjectives and can therefore be declined like any other adjective.
They follow the same declension patterns of weak, strong, and mixed adjectives
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discussed in Chapter 11. In the sentence “Wir nehmen den ersten frelen Aufzug zum Restaurant
(veeR ney-muhn deyn eR-sten fRay-uhn ouf-tsewk tsoom Res-tou-RAnt),” or, “We will take the
firdt available devator to the restaurant,” the ordina number erste is modifying the sngular noun der
Aufzug. If you read Chapter 11 carefully, you know that der words follow the week declension of
adjectives; you aso know that because der Aufzug isthe direct object, it must take the ending of
adjectives in the accusative case in the wesk declension. The three tables thet follow give you the
endings of ordind numbersin the week, strong, and mixed declenson.

Ordina numbers take the weak declenson when they come after der words (words such as dieser,
Jjener, jeder, and s0 on). The wesk declension of ordinad numbersis shown in the table that follows.

Singular Plural



o

Case

Nom.

Acc.

Dat.

Gen.

Masculine

der erste

den ersten

dem ersten

des ersten

Feminine

dieerste

dieerste

der ersten

der ersten

Neuter

das erste

das erste

dem ersten

des ersten

All Genders

dieersten

dieersten

den ersten

der ersten

Ordina numbers take the strong declension when they come after words that have no article (for
example, the word in the sentence, “Zimmer 33, erstes Zimmer auf der rechten Seite, ist das
schongte (Room 33, the first room on the right, is the most beautiful).” Zimmer has no artide and
follows the strong declenson of ordind numbers. The strong declension of ordind numbersis shown

in the table that follows.
Singular Plural
Case Masculine Feminine Neuter All Genders
Nom. erster erste erstes erste
Acc. ersten erste erstes erste
Dat. erstem erster erstem ersten
Gen. ersten erster ersten erster

Ordina numbers take the mixed declension when they precede ein words (words such as ein, kein,
mein, sein, ihr, €C.). See the table that follows for the mixed declension of ordind numbers.

Fage 146
Singular Plural
Case Masculine Feminine Neuter All Genders
Nom. ein erster eineerste ein erstes dieersten
Acc. einen ersten eineerste ein erstes dieersten
Dat. einem ersten einer ersten einem ersten den ersten
Gen. eines ersten einer ersten eines ersten der ersten




My Seventh? No, No—This Is My Eighth Husband
Complete the following sentences using the wesk, strong, and mixed declensons of ordina numbers.

Example Se hat Angst ins Hugzeug zu seigen. Esigt ihr erster Hug.

1. Wir haben nicht vid Gdd. Wir fahren Klasse.

2. “Erger Stop ist in Marl; Zweiter Stop ist in Haltern; Stop ist in Recklinghausen,”
sagt der Busfahrer.

3. Méin Beruf war Tdlerwascher. Heute binich Millionér.

4. Zuerst kommt die Post. Das Gebaude auf der linken Saiteist ein Hotd.

5. Auf der zweiten Etage befindet sich das Restaurant. Auf der Etageidt das
Einkaufzentrum.

More Action with Verbs

Do you remember what you learned about verbsin Chapter 9? Verbs are used to express action,
motion, or states of being. This section looks at mixed verbs and verbs with prefixes.

Mixed Verbs: Verbs with Multiple Personalities

Mixed verbs are called “mixed” because they have characteristics of both weak and strong verbs. In
German, these verbs follow the conjugation of weak verbsin the present tense, and add -ze endings
to the past tense. But like strong verbs, the stem vowel af the infinitive in the past tense does not stay
the same throughout the conjugation (and thereis no set pattern of rules you can follow to conjugate
them). Chapter 23 discusses the past tense and takes you through the conjugation of some mixed
verbs. For now, keep in mind that the following verbs are mixed in German: brennen (bRe-nuhn),

to burn; bringen (bRin-guhn), to bring; denken (den-kuhn), to think; kennen (ke-nuhn), to know
aperson or aplace; nennen (ne-nuhn), 10 name, rennen (Re-nuhn), to run; senden (sen-duhn), to
send; wenden (ven-duhn), 10 turn, to wind; wissen (vi-suhn), 10 know afact.
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Verbs with Prefixes

What's What
Compound
verbs  Verbs that
are formed by
adding a prefix to

the stem werb. In German,
there are two types of com-
pound verbs; Those with
separable prefixes and those
with inseparable prefixes.




The prefixes you're going to learn about here have nothing to do with prices you find on the menu in
the restaurant of your fancy hotel. Pre meansto come before and fix meansto join onto or with; this
is essentialy what a prefix is—a series of |etters (sometimes aword on its own) that you join onto
the beginning of another word. Verbs with prefixes, referred to as compound verbs, are not a
German phenomenon. In English there are many compound verbs: to lead and to mislead; to rate,
to overrate, and to underrate; to take, to mistake, to retake, to undertake, and to overtake. In
German asin English, the verb and the compound verb follow the same conjugation; take, becomes
took inthe past tense, for example, and mistake becomes mistook.

There are two types of prefixesin German: Those that can be separated from the verb (separable)
and those that cannot be separated from the verb (inseparable).

Coming Apart: Verbs with Separable Prefixes

When dedling with verbs with separable prefixes, keep the following in mind: Separable prefixes can
be words on their own, usudly adverbs or prepositions. Although in the infinitive form they appear
to be one word, (asin the verb weggehen, which means*“to go away”), the prefix functions
separately in the sentence (Er geht weg, or, “He goes away,”) and when the past participleis
formed, the prefix precedes the ge-, asin, Er ist weggegangen, or “He went away.” Agan, you
don't have to rack your brain over this now—youl'll ded with past participle formation in Chapter
23.

Some common separable prefixes are auf-, aus-, an-, bei-, mit-, nach-, vor-, weg-, weiter-,
wieder-, zu-, zuriick-, and zusammen-.

€s a Rule

When a prefix is separated from a compound verb, it occurs at the
end of the clause, which also is often the end of the sentence: Er geht
jeden Morgen wm sichent Uhir aits.

Sticking It Out Together: Verbs with Inseparable Prefixes.

If you haven't taken your vitamins or chewed on a carrot today, perhaps you should consider doing
S0 now. Y ou're going to need alittle memory power to assmilate the
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information you will need to handle verbs with prefixes. If you can't memorize everything now, don't
despair. Just try to get the genera idea.

There are nine prefixes that can be added to verbs to form compound verbs with inseparable
prefixes. These are be-, emp-, ent-, er-, ge-, mib-, ver-, wider-, and zer-. Insgparable prefixes
have the following characteristics. They cannot exist as separate words, they are dways unstressed,
and when verbs begin with them, the new compound verb does not take ge- to form the past
participle (you'll learn about the formation of the past participle in Chapter 23). Some common



verbs with inseparable prefixes are: verstehen (feR-shtey-huhn), 1o understand; empfehlen
(emb-fey-luhn), to recommend; vershprechen (feR-shpRe-Huhn), t0 promise; erfinden
(eR-fin-duhn), to inven.

What's the Difference?

How do you tell separable and inseparable verbs gpart? As agenerd rule, try to remember that
when prefixes are used in aliteral way—thet is to say, when the weight of the meaning rests on the
prefix and not on the verb—they are separable. Consider the following sentences:

Er schaut den Hotelkatalog durch.
eR shout deyn hoh-tel-kah-tah-lohk dooRH
He looked through the hotel catalogue.

Die Féhre setzt die Touristen Uber den Flub.
dee fih-Ruh zetst dee tew-Ris-tuhn ii-buhR deyn floos
The ferry carries the tourists across the river.

When the meaning of the prefix is figurative and the weight of the meaning rests on the verb, the
prefix isinsgparable. Compare the compound verbs in the following sentences with the ones used
above:

Wir durchshauen seinen Plan.

veeR dewRH-shou-uhn zay-nuhn plahn
We see through his plan.

Er Ubersetzt den Hotelkatal og.
eR iih-buhR-zetst deyn hoh-tel-kah-tah-lohk
He trandates the hotel catalogue.
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The Least You Need to Know

* If you familiarize yoursdf with afew basic vocabulary words, you should have no trouble getting
what you need in your hotel room.

 Form ordinal numbers by adding -ze to the numbers 2 through 19 and -ste to the numbers from 20
on. Memorize the exceptionsto thisrule: erste, dritte, siebte, achte.

» Mixed verbs have characteristics of both weak and strong verbs.

» Many German verbs are compound verbs, or verbs with prefixes. As agenerd rule, these verbs
can be either separable or inseparable.
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PART 3
FUN AND GAMES

Life isn't all fun and games, but much of the third part of this book is. There are chapters for
sightseers, shopping addicts, sports fanatics, and gourmets. Once you've learned how to talk
about the weather (an important ability in any language, particularly when making small
talk), you'll learn the seasons, the days of the week, and the months of the year.

f‘i‘

Iiﬁ'
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Chapter 15
A Date with the Weather



In This Chapter

» Describing weather conditions
» Learning the days of the week
» Naming the months of the year
» Following the four seasons

You've jug arrived in Frankfurt and you're ready to plan your afternoon. If you don't understand the
local weether report, awak in the park could end up being a soggy sojourn. A summer tourist outfit
might be the degth of you if a cold front sweepsin from the north. Weather can make or break your
day, and dso provides fodder for endless smal talk with strangers.

In this chapter, you'l pick up the vocabulary you need to understand the wesather forecast and to
make plansin a German city, ingde or outsde your hotdl.

It's 20 Degrees, But They're Wearing Shorts!

Americans in Germany have been laughed at leaving their hotels in 20-degree wesather in heavy
winter jackets. Why? The answer issmple: They misunderstood the weather forecast. Remember,
Germans use Celsus (or Centigrade) not Fahrenheit, the way we do in the U.S. Twenty degreesin
German weether terminology is actualy 68 degrees Fahrenheit.
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The phrasesin Table 15.1 will come in handy when the topic is wesether.

Table 15.1 Weather Expressions

German Pronunciation English



o

Wieist das Wetter?

Das Wetter ist furchtbar.

Das Wetter ist schlecht.

Das Wetter ist schon.

Das Wetter ist schrecklich.

Esblitzt und donnert.
Es gibt Regenschauer.
Esist bewdlkt.

Esist bohig.

Esist feucht.

Esist heb.

Esist heiter.

Esist kalt.

Esist kihl.

Esist nebelig.

Esist regnerisch.
Esist stirmisch.
Esist windig.
Esregnet.

Es schneit.

Esist warm

Esregnet sehr stark

vee ist dAs ve-tuhR

dAs ve-tuhR ist fooRHt-bahR
dAs ve-tuhR ist shleCHt
dAs ve-tuhR ist shohn
dAs ve-tuhR ist shRek-IiH
es blitst oont do-nuhRt

es gipt rey-guhn-shou-uhR
es ist buh-volkt

es ist boh-hiH

es ist foyHt

es ist hays

es ist hay-tuhR

es ist kAlt

es ist kiihl

es ist ney-bey-liH

es ist rek-nuh-Rish

es ist shtiiR-mish

es ist vin-diH

es rek-nuht

es shnayt

es ist VARm

es Rek-nuht seyR shtARk

How is the westher?
The weather is awful.
The weather is bad.
The weather is beautiful.
The wesather ishorrible.
Thereislightning and thunder.
There are rainshowers.
Itiscloudy.

Itisgusty.

Itishumid.

Itishot.

Itisclear.

Itiscold.

Itiscool.

Itisfoggy.

Itisrainy.

Itisstormy.
Itiswindy.
Itisraining.

It issnowing.
[tiswarm.

Itisraining hard.

What's the Temperature?



—_——

Culture Shock

To convert Fahren-
heit to Celsius, sub-
tract 32 from the
Fahrenheit temperature and
rultiply the remaining nume-
ber by 5. To convert Celsius
to Fahrenheit, multiply the
Celsius temperature by 1.8,
then add 32.

Y ou're waking around a German city with your pocket caculator and you've converted the Celsius
temperature on the flashing Sign of a Deutsche Bank in front of your hotel to Fahrenheit. A few
blocks later some nice old lady walks up and says something about the temperature. Y ou freeze.
Don't worry; after reading the following useful phrases, you'll be able to understand when someone
asks you what the temperature is, and to respond correctly.
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Welche Temperatur ist es?
vel-Huh tem-pey-rah-tewR ist es
What's the temperature?

Es snd minus zehn Grad.
es zint mee-noos tseyn gRaht
It's minus ten degrees.

Essind zehn Grad unter Null.
es zint tseyn gRaht oon-tuhR nool
It's ten degrees below zero.

Essnd (plus) zwanzig Grad.
es zint (ploos) tsvAn-tsiH gRaht
It's twenty degrees.

But It Says in the Paper...

German newspapers contain information on the weether, just as American newspapers do. The
maps often include Germany and Western Europe. Look at the table for the German terms
commonly used to describe wesether.

der Nebel deyR ney-bel fog

bewol kt buh-vélkt cloudy

der Haoel devR hah-guhl hall



der Regen

der Schnee

der Schneeregen

der Spriihregen

die Regenschauer

die Sonne

der Sturm

der Wind

frisch

der klare Himmd

leicht

leicht bewolkt

mébig

nebdig

stark bewdlkt

stark

wechsd haft

deyR Rey-guhn

deyR shney

deyR shney-Rey-guhn

deyR shpRiih-Rey-guhn

die Rey-guhn-shou-uhR

dee zo-nuh

deyR shtuRm

deyR vint

fRish

deyR klah-Ruh hi-muhl

layHt

layHt buh-volkt

madh-siH

ney-bliH

shtARk buh-volkt

shtARk

vek-sel-hAft

ran

SNOW

deet

drizzle

showers

un

storm

wind

chilly

clear sky

weak

dightly
cloudy

moderate

fogay

very cloudy

strong

changeeble
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Caltare Shock

Overall, the weather in many German-speaking countries is moderate:
Your sweat won't evaporate off your brow in summer, and in winter, your
breath won't condense into ice cubes that fall clinking to the ground. The average
temperature in Berlin, with its famous warm and unpredictable Berliner Luft, can
range anywhere from 60°F and 75°F in summer, while in Munich the temperature
ranges from 55°F to 75°F in July and August. If you're visiting Munich, pack a
raincoat; it has more rainfall than other cities in Germany. In the mountainous
regions of Switzerland and Austria where glaciers keep the snow from melting all
vear round, you can get the best of both worlds—summer skiing in a T-shirt!

A weather map.

If It's Tuesday, March 21st, It Must Be Spring!

Remember gtting in kindergarten (a German word, by the way, which means “child garden”) and
learning the days of the week, the months of the year, and the seasons? If you've forgotten, prepare
yourself: your days of naps and crayons are about to come rusting back to you. This section focuses
on precisely those dementary things: days, months, dates, and seasons.
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What Day Is It?



Y ou've been having such awonderful time enjoying the great weether on your vacation that you've
completely lost track of time. The days melt together like a dream. One day you wake up and leave
your hotd to go shopping only to find that dl the stores are closed. It's early in the afternoon, the sun
isshining, cars are driving up and down the avenue. Isit aholiday? Y ou stop a passerby and ask
him what day it is. “Sonntag,” he says. If you don't know the days of the week, you may think this
Sonntag is <ome important date in German history. Of course, Sonntag is Sunday, the day
when—in Germany—all the stores are closed. Study the German names for the days of the week in
Table 15.2.

Table 15.2 Days of the Week

German Pronunciation English

der Tag deyR tahk day

die Woche dee vo-CHuh week
Montag mon-tahk M onday
Dienstag dee-uhnts-tahk Tuesday
Mittwoch mit-voCH Wednesday
Donnerstag do-nuhRs-tahk Thursday
Freitag fRay-tahk Friday
Samstag sAms-tahk Saturday
Sonntag son-tahk Sunday

To express on when talking about a specific day, Germans use the contraction am, acombination of
the prepogition an and dem (dem being the form the definite article der takes in the dative case):

Am Montag geheichin die Stadt.
Am mohn-tahk gey-huh iH in dee shtAt
On Monday | go downtown.

To express that you do something on a specific day every week, smply add an -s, just asyou do in
English, to the end of the day:

Montags gehe ich in die Stadk.
mohn-tahks gey-huh iH in dee shtat
On Mondays | go downtown.



Remember, the days of the week, months of the year, and the four
seasons all take the masculine definite article der.
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A Mouthful of Months.

Now that you know how to chat about the weather you can ask friendly natives what the weether
will be like in April, September, or even next month. All you need to learn is the months of the year
(see Table 15.3).

Table 15.3 Months of the Year

German Pronunciation English
der Monat deyR moh-nAt month
das Jahr dAs yahR year
Januar yah-new-ahR January
Februar feb-Rew-ahR February
Mérz mdRts March
April A-pRil April

Mai mahee May

Juni yew-nee June

Juli yew-lee July
August ou-goost August
September sep-tem-buhR September
Oktober ok-toh-buhR October
November noh-vem-buhR November

Dezember dey-tsem-buhR December




Culture Shock

Every February before

Lent, cities in Ger-
; many “go crazy" (these
¥ carnival davs are in fact
referred to as the Tolle Tage
(tofi-luf tak-gul, o “crazy

days"). If you decide to go to
Diisseldorf, you should be
aware that the Oktoberfest (a 16-
day beer-drinking festival that
ends on the first Sunday in
Cctober) draws tourists from all
around the world.

To make clear that something is expected to happen in a particular month, use the contraction im, a

combination of the preposition in and dem (which isthe form der takes in the dative case):

In KAln, regnet es am stérksten im Marz.
in kéln reyk-nuht es Am shtdRks-tuhn im mdRts
In KAln, it rains hardest in March.

Now seeif you can answer the following questions:
1. Wann it |hr Geburtstag?

vAn ist eeR guh-bewRts-tahk
Whenisyour birthday?

2. Wann machen Sein diesem Jahr Urlaub?

vAn mA-CHuhn zee in dee-zuhm yahR ewR-loup
When are you taking your vacation this year?

3. Welcher igt Ihr Lieblingsmonat?

vel-HuhR ist eeR leep-leenks-moh-nAt
What's your favorite month?

The Four Seasons
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Asyou engage in German conversations, there will be times when you'll want to talk about the
seasons. Study the seasons in German in Table 15.4, and get ready to talk about summer, spring,

winter, and fdl.

Table 15.4 The Seasons of the Year

German Pronunciation



o

die Jahreszeit
der Winter
der Frihling
der Sommer

der Herbst

dee yah-Ruhs-tsayt
deyR vin-tuhR
deyR fRiih-ling
deyR zo-muhR

deyR heRpst

season
winter
spring
summer

autumn, fall

To express in when you are spesking of the seasons, the Germans use the contraction im:

Im Winter fahreich in die Alpen.
im vin-tuhR fah-Ruh iH in dee Al-puhn
I'm going to the Alpsin the winter.

You Have a Date for What Date?

The Fourth of July, your own birthday, and the year you were firgt kissed: What do these things
have in common? Wdll, if you want to chat about them, you've got to learn afew words that ded
with dates. Y ou can dart with afew genera terms dealing with chunks of time, like years and days.

German Pronunciation English

eine Stunde ay-nuh shtoon-duh an hour

ein Tag ayn tahk aday

eine Woche ay-nuh vo-CHuh aweek

ein Monat ayn moh-naht amonth

ein Jahr ayn yahR ayear

zwei Jahre tsvay yah-Ruh two years

einige Jahre ay-nee-guh yah-Ruh someyears

nachstes Jahr ndH-stuhs yahR next year

letztes Jahr lets-tuhs yahR last year
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Making a Date

Whether you have a dentist appointment or a romantic rendezvous, you will have to learn to express



the date of the appointment differently than you do in the United States. Here is aformulafor
expressing the date correctly in German.

day of the week + der (cardina) number + month + year

Montag, der dritte Marz 1997
mohn-tahk, deyR dRi-tuh mdRts 1997
Monday, the third of March 1997

Y ou write and punctuate dates in German differently than you do in English. Compare the following
date (May 6, 1997) in English and in German.

May 6, 1997 (5/6/97)
der 6. Mai 1997 (6.5.97)

When writing letters in German, the place from which you are writing is given firgt, followed by the
date. Note that the accusative den is used when expressng a definite time,

New York, den 3.3.1997

Every day of the month is expressed using cardina numbers. der erste Mdrz, der zweite Mdrz, der
dritte Mdrz, and S0 on.

At first glance, the way you express the year in German looks like it could take ayear to say. If you
were to express the year 1997, for example, you would say:

neunzehnhundertsiebenundneunzig

noyn-tseyn-hoon-deRt-zee-buhn-oont-noyn-tsiH
or amply 97:

Sebenundneunzig
zee-buhn-oont-noyn-tsiH

To get information about the date, you should be able to ask the following questions:

Welcher Tag ist heute?
vel-HuhR tahkist hoy-tuh
Wheat day is today?

Der wievidteist heute?
deyR vee-feel-tuhist hoy-tuh
What's today's date”
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When someone answers your question, he will probably begin his response with one of the
following:

Heuteist der...



hoy-tuh ist deyR...
Today is...

fAchtung

When writing dates, the sequence is day + month + vear. In the United
States the date generally starts with the month, followed by the day, and then
the year. Note the differences in punctuation in German:

English German
June 22, 1997 der 22 Junt 1997
6/22/97 22,697

Are you one of those people who is congtantly forgetting important dates? Practice what you've
learned so far about dates in German by listing the following dates according to the rules you've just
learned.

Example Welhnachter

Answer: Weihnachten ist am 25. Dezember.
1. Vdentingag

2. Dein Geburtstag

3. Der Hochtzeitstag deiner Eltern

4. Neujahr

Time Expressions

Y ou don't dways spesak in terms of dates—sometimes you Smply say, “in aweek,” or “afew days
ago.” There are many words you will need to know to schedule events, make plans, and arrange
trysts. Study the expressionsin Table 15.5.
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Table 15.5 Time Expressions

German Pronunciation English
in in in

vor JoR ago
néchste Woche ndH-stuh vo-Huh next week
letzte Woche lets-tuh vo-Huh |ast week

der Abend devR ah-buhnd evenina



v -~

vorgestern foR-ges-tuhRn day before yesterday

gestern ges-tuhRn yesterday

heute hoy-tuh today

morgen moR-guhn tomorrow
Ubermorgen tih-buhR-moR-guhn day after tomorrow
am nachtsten Tag Am ndH-stuhn tahk the next day

heute in einer Woche hoy-tuh in ay-nuh vo-Huh aweek from today
heute in zwei Wochen hoy-tuh in tsvay vo-Huhn two weeks from today
der Morgen deyR moR-guhn morning

der Nachmittag deyR naH-mi-tahk afternoon

Now seeif you can put what you've learned to use by trandating the following sentencesinto
English.

1. Heute in einer Woche habe ich Geburstag.
2. Gestern war schones Wetter.

3. Montags spideich FLbbal.

4. Ubermorgen reisen wir nach Deutschland.

The Least You Need to Know

* Learning afew weether expressons will help you figure out whether you should leave your
umbrellain the closat.

* The days of the week in German are Montag, Dienstag, Mittwoch, Donnerstag, Freitag,
Samstag, and Sonntag.

» The months of the year in German are: Januar, Februar, Mdrz, April, Mai, Juni, Juli, August,
September, Oktober, November, and Dezember.

» The four seasons are: Friihling, Sommer, Herbst, and Winter.
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Chapter 16



Let's Sightsee

In This Chapter
» Enjoying the pleasures of sightseeing
» Making suggestions with modals

» Learning more about prepositions

Y ou turn on the radio in your hotel room and a voice says that today will be a sunny, warm day. If
you're in Berlin, it's the perfect weather to see das Brandenburger Tor, (the Brandenburg Gate)
which stood as a symbal for the divison of Germany after the Berlin Wall was built. If yourein
Kdln, you can vigt the famous Dom and then st down for afew hours a an outdoor cafe.

Y ou look through your guidebook to see what museums are open and where they are located. Then
you teke the dlevator downgtairs and get a map of the city from the receptionist at the front desk.
Now you are ready to venture out into a German, Swiss, or Austrian city, to explore the parks, the
dreets, or the shopping digtricts. After reading this chapter, not only will you be able to find your
way around—you'll be well on your way to giving your opinionsin German.
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What Do You Want to See?

What's it going to be? The ancient rooms of a cadtle, the remains of the Berlin Wall, or the paintings
in amuseum? To express what you can seein agiven place, you will need to use man sieht (mAn
zeet), which means “one sees” Remember that sehen isastrong verb. Complete conjugetion for the
present tense is given in Chapter 9.

The expresson “man Seht...” is quite versatile—you can use it to talk about practicaly anything.
Practice the following expressons.



In Berlin seht man das Brandenburger Tor.
in beR-leen zeet mAn dAs bRAn-den-booR-guhR toR
In Berlin, you see the Brandenburger Geate.

Im Zirkus Seht man Elefanten.
im tsiR-koos zeet mAn ey-ley-fAn-tuhn
In the circus you see eephants.

Im Kino seht man einen HIm.
im kee-no zeet mAn ay-nuhn film
In the cinema you see amovie.

Complete the following exercise using the expressions “man seht.” Don't forget that der and das in
the dative become dem, contracting with the preposition in to become im. Die becomes der inthe
dative.

Example: das Aquarium/die Fische (the aguarium/the fish)

Answer: Im Aquarium seht man die Fische.

1. der Nachtclub/eine Vorgtellung (the nightclub/the show)

2. die Kathedrale/die Glasmderei (the cathedra/the stained glass)

3. das Schlob/die Wandteppiche (the castle/the tapestries)

4. der Zoo/die Tiere (the zoo/the animals)

5. das Museunvdie Bilder und Skulpturen (the museurnv/the paintings and scul ptures)

I Can Dig It, You Can Dig It—What Kind of Mode Are You In?

To make suggestions in German, you will need to use modas. Modals are verbs used in conjunction
with other verbs, usualy to form tenses other than the present (see Chapter 23 to use modasto
form compound tenses In the sentence, Wir miissen nach Hause gehen,
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efor example, the moda verb miissen isthe equivdent of must: “We mus go home.” Thisis
different than saying, “We go home” Adding amoda to another verb islike having kids: Lifeis
never the same again. These little guys modify the action of the main verb, (just like junior turns
everything upside down), and sgnificantly ater the meanings of sentences.

When amodad is used with another verb, it dters or modifies the other verb's meaning. The six
principal modd auxiliary verbsin German are:

* sollen (zo-luhn), to ought to

* miissen (mii-suhn), t0 haveto



* diirfen (diiR-fuhn), 10 be allowed to
* konnen (ko-nuhn), to be ableto
* wollen (vo-luhn), t0 want to

* mogen (moh-guhn), to like (Something)

Because the present tense of moda auxiliary verbsisirregular, the best thing for youto doisto
buckle down (grit your teeth alittle, if you have to) and memorize the conjugations (see Tables 16.1

through 16.6).

Table 16.1 Conjugation of a Modal Auxiliary Verb: sollen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich soll | ought to wir sollen we ought to
iH zol veeR zo-luhn
Second du sollst
dew zolst
(Formd) Siesollen you ought to ihr sollt
zee zo-luhn eeR zolt
Siesollen you ought to
zee zo-luhn
Third er, sie, essoll he, she, itoughtto siesollen they ought to
eR, zee, es zol zee zo-luhn

Table 16.2 Conjugation of a Modal Auxiliary Verb: mégen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich mag I like wir mogen weliketo
iH mahk veeR moh-guhn

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)
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Person Singular English

Plural English

Second du magst
dew mahkst



(Formal) Siembgen you like ihr mogt you liketo
zee moh-guhn eeR mohkt
Sie mogen
zee moh-guhn
Third er, sie, esmag he, she, it likes siemdgen they liketo
eR, zee, es mahk zee moh-guhn
Table 16.3 Conjugation of a Modal Auxiliary Verb: diirfen
Person Singular English Plural English
First ich darf | am alowed to wir dirfen we are allowed to
iH dAR/ veeR diiR-fuhn
Second du darfst you are allowed to ihr dirft you are alowed to
dew dARfst eeR diiRft
(Formal) Siedurfen Siedurfen
zee diiR-fuhn zee diiR-fuhn
Third er, sie, esdarf he, she, itisallowed to siedurfen they are alowed to
er, zee, es dARf zee diiR-fuhn
Table 16.4 Conjugation of a Modal Auxiliary Verb: kénnen
Person Singular English Plural English
First ich kann | am ableto wir kénnen weareableto
iH kAn veeR ko-nuhn
Second du kannst you are ableto ihr kénnt you are able to
dew kAnst eeR kont
(Formal) Siekdnnen Siekdnnen
zee kd-nuhn zee kd-nuhn
Third er,sie,eskann  he, she, itisableto sie kénnen they areableto
er, zee, eskAn zee ko-k hn

Table 16.5 Coniugation of Modal Auxiliarv Verb: miissen
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Person Singular English Plural English

First ichmub | haveto wir mussen we have to
iH moos veeR mi-suhn

Second du mubt you haveto ihr miist you haveto
dew moost eeR miist

(Formd) Sie missen Siemiissen
zee mu-suhn zee mii-suhn

Third er,sie,esmub  he, she, it hasto sie missen they haveto
er, zee, es zee mii-suhn
moos

Table 16.6Conjugation of a Modal Auxiliary Verb: wollen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich will | want to wir wollen we want to
iH vil veeR vo-luhn

Second du willst you want to ihr wollt you want to
dew vilst eeR volt

(Formdl) Siewallen Siewollen
zeevo-luhn zee vo-luhn

Third er, se, eswill he, she, itwantsto siewollen they want to

er, zee, esvil zeevo-luhn

The Power of Suggestion

What's What
Modal verbs

A verb used with
another verb to

alter or modify its

meaning. The six principal
maodal verbs in German are
sallen, miissen, diirfen, kinnen,
wollen, and mdgen.

Imagine that you are in a group traveling through Germany. A friend of yours who visted Hamburg a
year ago hastold you to be sure to vist the St. Pauli's Fishmarkt after going out dancing and reveling
on a Saturday night. She says that people who didn't fed like desping gather there in the early hours
of Sunday morning with the market workers and eat breskfast. Y ou don't know how othersin your



group would fed aout going to St. Pauli's seafood fest, but you do know that there's only one way
to find out: by suggesting it! To make suggestions in German, use the modas sollen, diirfen,
konnen, or wollen plusthe infinitive. If your suggestions don't seem to have an effect, use the moda
miissen t0 express “must.” Use mogen to express the things you like to do (on aregular basis).
Note that the modd is conjugated and isin the second position in the sentence and that the verb
carrying the meaning is placed in infinitive form at the end of the sentence.
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Remember that four out of the Sx moda auxiliary verbs (diirfen, kénnen, mégen, and miissen)
have umlautsin ther infinitive form but not in the first, second, or third person singular in the present
tense.

sollen gehen

German Pronunciation English

Sollen wir zum zo-luhn veeR tsoom Should we go to
Fischmarkt gehen? fish-mARkt gey-huhn the fish market?

Wir sollen zum veeR zo-luhn tsum We should go to
Fischmarkt gehen. fish-mARkt gey-huhn the fish market.

wollen gehen

German Pronunciation English

Wolltihr zum volt eeR tsoom Do you want to go
Fishmarkt gehen? fish-mARkt gey-huhn to the fish market?
Wir wollen zum veeR vo-luhn tsum We want to go to
Fishmarkt gehen. fish-mARkt gey-huhn the fish market.

mogen gehen

German Pronunciation English

Magst du zum mahkst dew tsoom Doyou liketo go
Fischmarkt gehen? fish-mARkt gey-huhn to the fishmarket?
Ich mag zunr iH mahk tsoom | liketo goto
Fischmarkt gehen. fishmARkt gey-huhn the fishmarket.

miissen gehen



German

Pronunciation

English

Missen sie zum
Fishmarkt gehen?

Sie miissen zum

veeR mii-suhn tsoom
fish-mARkt gey-hun

zee mii-suhn tsum

Must they go to the
fishmarket?

They must go to the

Fischmarkt gehen. fish-mARkt gey-huhn fishmarket.

diirfen gehen

German Pronunciation English

Darf ich zum dARfiH tsoom Am| allowedto go
Fischmarkt gehen? fish-mARkt gey-huhn to the fishmarket?
Ich darf zum iH dARf tsoom I'm allowed to go
Fischmarkt gehen. fish-mARkt gey-huhn to the fishmarket.

konnen gehen

German

Pronunciation

English

Koénnen wir nach
Hause gehen?

Wir kénnen nach
Hause gehen.

ko-nuhn veeR nahCH

hou-suh gey-huhn

veeR ko-nuhn nahCH

hou-suh gey-huhn

Can we go home?

We can go home.

Making Suggestions.
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It's agorgeous summer day and the living is easy. Suggest five things you and your group of traveers
can do together and express each suggestion in three different ways.

Responding to Suggestions

Y ou don't want to be one of those people who is dways telling everyone else what you should do,
what you must do, and what you can do dl the time, do you? Y oull probably want to give other
people a chance to make suggestions, and when they do, you'll want to be able to respond to them.
In the following sections, you'll be introduced to some common ways of responding to suggestions.

Just Say Yes, No, Absolutely Not



If you'reirritated at whomever is making a given suggestion, by al means answer him with a
brusque, “Yes,” or “No.” Otherwise, you may want to take a somewhat gentler approach and
decline a suggestion with, “Yes, but...,” or “No, because...”

Ja, esinteresert mich...
yvah, es in-tuh-Re-seeRt miH
Yes, I'minterested. ..

Nen, esinteresert mich nicht...
nayn, es in-tuh-Re-seeRt miH niHt
No, I'm not interested. ..

Ja, ich bin daran interesiert. ..
yah, ich bin dah-RAn in-tuh-Re-seeRt
Yes, I'm interested. ..
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Nein, ich bin nicht daran interegiert. ..
nayn, iH bin niHt dah-RAn in-tuh-Re-seeRt
No, I'm not interested. ..

Ja, essagt mir zu...

va, es zahkt meeR tsoo
Yes, I'dliketo...

Nen, essagt mir nicht zu...
nayn, es zahkt meeR niHt tsoo
No, | wouldn't liketo...

To express boredom, didike, or disgust say:

German Pronunciation English

Ich mag...nicht. iH mahk...niHt | don't like...
Ich hasse... iH hA-suh | hate...

Ich verabschaue... iH feR-ap-shoy-uh | abominate...
Esist langweilig. es ist IAnk-vay-liH It's boring.
Dasist grauenhaft. das ist gRou-en-hAft That ishorrible.

What Do You Think?

When someone suggests that the two of you go to the opera and the suggestion appedlsto you,



answer him with, “Ich finde die Oper toll.” If you begin your answers with “Ich finde,” you can be
pretty much assured that you're going to be saying something that makes sense. Here are some
dternaive ways to show your enthusiasm:

Ich liebe die Oper!

iH lee-buh dee o-puhR

| love opera

Ich mag die Oper.

iH mahk dee oh-puhR

| like opera.

To express joy, excitement, or anticipation at doing something, give your positive opinion by saying:

Esid...

es ist
Itis...

Dasig...
dAs ist
Thatis...

Here are some common German superlatives:
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German Pronunciation English
fantastisch! fAn-tAs-tish fantastic!
schon! shohn beautiful!
wunderschon! voon-deR-shohn wonderful!
super! zew-puhR super!
unglaublich! oon-gloup-liH unbelievable!
atemberaubend! ah-tuhm-be-Rou-buhnt breathtaking!
sensationell! zen-zah-tseeon-el sensational!
More Suggestions

Once again, it'stime to put what you know to work. Imagine that you are planning atrip with aclose
friend. Your friend isabit of a dreamer and keegps suggesting amillion different things for the two of
you to do in the week you plan to travd. Practice letting your friend down gently by giving an
affirmative answer, and then a negative answer to his or her suggestions.



Example Lab uns nach Berlin reisen!
Answer: Super! Ich mag Berlin.
Nein, ich will nicht nach Berlin reisen.

1. eine Kirche besichtigen

2. ene Augelung sehen

3. nach Europareisen

4. Bilder anschauen

The Least You Need to Know

* You can get around a city knowing afew basc German words for sightseeing attractions and the
phrases that describe what you plan to do there.

* After you've memorized the irregular conjugation of the Ssx modd auxiliary verbs (sollen, miissen,
diirfen, konnen, wollen, and mégen), making suggestionsis easy: Use the modd auxiliary verb
+ theinfinitive.

* Y ou can begin your response to virtudly any suggestion with the expresson “Ich finde...”
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Chapter 17
Shop Till You Drop




In This Chapter

» Stores and what they sell

» Clothing, colors, sizes, materials, and designs

» Demonstrative adjectives: this, that, these, and thase

Once you've seen the Sghts and been to the restaurants, you may want to spend aday or two
shopping. Are you the kind of person who buys your friends souvenirs? Do you enjoy shopping for
yoursdlf, or isit apanful activity, trying to locate the right Size, color, materid, and designin ajungle
of hangers, racks, salespeople, and merchandise? Whether you loveit or hate it, this chapter will
help you make the right decisons when you shop.

Store-Bought Pleasures

One of the least expensive (and, for some, most enjoyable) ways to shop is with your eyes. Table
17.1 will start you on your way to guilt-free browsing in your favorite German stores (die

Geschéfte).

Table 17.1 Stores
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Store

What You Can Buy There

das Bekleidunggeschéft
(dAs be-klay-doonks-guh-shdft)
clothing store

das Blumengeschéft
(dAs blew-muhn-guh-shdft)
florist

das L ederwarengeschéft
(dAs ley-deR-vah-Ren-guh-shift)
|eather goods store

das Musikgeschéft
(dAs mew-zik-guh-shdft)
music store

das Sportgeschéft
(dAs shpoRt-guh-shdft)
sport shop

die Bekleidung, f., (dee buh-klay-doong): clothes

die Blumen, f., (dee blew-muhn): flowers

die Gurtel, m., (dee giiR-tuhl),

die Lederjacken, f., (dee ley-deR-yA-kuhn),
die Geldbodrsen, f., (dee gelt-boR-zuhn):
belts, leather jackets, wallets

dieCDs, f., (dee tse-des),
die Kassetten, f., (dee kA-se-tuhn): CDs, tapes

die Sportbekleidung, f., (dee shpoRt-buh-klay-doong),
die Turnschuhe, m., (dee tooRn-shew-huh),

die Sportgeréte, n., (dee shpoRt-guh-Réh-tuh):1
soorts clothina. sneakers. sports eauipment



der Geschenkartikelladen
(deyR guh-shenk-AR-ti-kuhl-lah-duhn)
gift shop

der Kiosk
(deyR kee-osk)
newsstand

der Schallplattenladen
(deyR shAl-plA-tuhn-lah-duhn)
record store

der Tabakladen
(deyR tA-bAk-lah-duhn)
tobacconi st

die Apotheke
(dee A-po-tey-kuh)
pharmacy

die Buchhandlung
(dee bewCH-hAn-dloong)
bookstore

die Drogerie

(dee dRoh-guh-Ree)
drug store

(table continued on next page)

~

die Miniaturdenkmahler, n.,

(dee mee-nee-ah-tooR-denk-mdh-luhR),
die T-shirts, n., (dee tee-shiRts),

die Stadtplane, m., (dee shtAt-plih-nuh):
miniature monuments, T-shirts, maps

die Zeitungen, f., (dee tsay-toon-guhn),
die Zeitschriften, f., (dee tsayt-shRif-tuhn):
newspapers, magazines

die Schallplatten, f., (shAl-plA-tuhn): records, CDs

die Zigaretten, f., (dee tsee-gah-Re-tuhn)
die Zigarren, f., (dee tsee-gA-Ruhn),

die Feuerzeuge, n., (dee foy-uhR-tsoy-guh):
cigarettes, cigars, lighters

die Medikamente, n., (dee meh-dih-kah-men-tuh)
medicine

die Blicher, n., (dee bii-CHuhR): books

die Schonheitsartikel, m.,
(dee shon-hayts-Ar-tih-kuhl)
beauty articles
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(table continued from previous page)

Store

What You Can Buy There

die Papierwarenhandlung
(dee pah-peeR-wah-Ruhn-hAn-dloong)
stationery store

die Parfumerie
(dee pAR-fii-muh-Ray)
perfume store

das Schmuckgeschaft
(dAs shmook-guh-shdft)
jewelry store

die Stifte, m., (dee shtif-tuh),
die Schreibwaren, f., (dee shRayp-vah-Ruhn):
pens, stationery

das Parfim, (dAs paR-fiim). perfume

der Schmuck (deyR shmook).: jewelry




The Clothes Make the Mann

If you happen to vist Minich or Diissddorf, you may want to check out the clothing stores. The
vocabulary in Table 17.2 will help you purchase something in the latest fashion, or in der neusten
Mode (in deyR noy-stuhn moh-duh,).

Table 17.2 Clothing

German Pronunciation English
das Hemd dAs hemt shirt
dasKleid dAs klayt dress
das T-shirt dAs tee-shoRt T-shirt
der Anzug deyR An-tsewk suit

der Bustenhalter deyR bii-stuhn-hAl-tuhR bra

der Grtel deyR giiR-tuhl belt

der Hut deyR hewt hat

der Pullover deyR pool-oh-vuhR pullover
der Regenmantel deyR Rey-guhn-mAn-tuhl raincoat
der Rock deyR Rok skirt
der Schal deyR shahl scarf
der Schlafanzug deyR shlahf-An-tsook pajamas
der Schltpfer deyR shliip-fuhR briefs
die Handschuhe dee hAnt-schew-huh gloves
dieHose dee hoh-zuh pants
die Jacke dee yA-kuh jacket
die Jeans dee jeens jeans
die Krawatte dee kRah-vA-tuh tie

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
die kurze Hose dee kooR-tsuh hoh-zuh shorts
dieMitze dee mii-tsuh cap

die Schuhe dee shew-huh shoes

die Socken (pl.) dee zo-kuhn socks

die Strumpfhose dee shtRoompf-hoh-zuh tights

die Turnschuhe dee tooRn-shew-huh sneakers
die Unterhose dee oon-tuhR-hoh-zuh underpants

Wear Yourself Out

Now that you've bought what you wanted, wear it out—in German. Table 17.3 helps you express
the concept of wearing clothing with the verb tragen (tRah-guhn), to wear.

Table 17.3 The Verb tragen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ichtrage | wear wir tragen wewear
iH tRah-guh veeR
tRah-guhn
Second du tragst you wear ihr tragt you wear
dew tRdhkst eeR tRahkt
(Formdl) Sietragen Sietragen
zee tRah-guhn zee tRah-guhn
Third er, sie, estragen he, she, it wears sietragen they wear
eR, zee, es zee tRah-guhn
tRah-guhn

What do you normaly wear on your feet before you put on your shoes? What do you normdly
wear on your heed when it's cold out? See if you can fill in the blanks with the correct form of the
verb tragen and with the correct vocabulary.

Example: Zum Sport, ich




Answer: Zum Sport, trage ich Turnschuhe.

1. Unter unseren Schuhen, wir
2. Wenn ich schiefe, ich einen
3. Unter deiner Hose, du eine

4. Wenn esregnet, ichenen
5. Im Winter ihr ein Paar
Colors.
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Certain colors are associated with certain moods or states of being. Don't be too quick to use the
colorsin Table 17.4 figurativdly—at least not in the same way you would use them in English. “Er ist
blau (eR ist blou), ” which trandaesinto English as, “Heis blue,” does not mean, “Heissad.”
Germans use this phrase to indicate that someone has had too much too drink. However you use
them, the colors (die Farben) in Table 17.4 will help you in your description of people, places, and

things.

Table 17.4 Colors

German Pronunciation English
beige beyj beige
blau blou blue
braun bRoun brown
gelb gelp yellow
grau gRou gray
gran gRiin green
lilac lee-lah purple
orange OR-An-juh orange
ross Roh-zah pink
rot Rot red
schwarz shvaRts black
weib vays white




To describe any color aslight, smply add the word %ell (hel) as a prefix to the color to form a
compound adjective:

hellrot hdlgriin hdllblau
hel-Rot hel-gRiin hel-blou
light red light greer light blue

To describe a color as dark, add the word dunkel (doon-kuhl) as aprefix to the color to form a
compound adjective:

dunkerot dunkelgrin dunkelblau
doon-kuhl-Rot doon-kuhl-gRiin doon-kuhl-blou
dark red dark green dark blue

To express need or desire, you can use maochten, which—athough it is the subjunctive form of the
moda verb mogen—is often used as a present tense verb on its own. “Ich mochte’ is the equivaent
of “1 would like” Don't confuse it with mdgen, which means
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“to like (something).” Y ou can make a big mistake by confusing the two. If you're in aclothing store
and you say “lch mochte Kleider” (I would like some dresses), ingtead of “Ich mag Kleider” (1 like
dresses), you might end up with an armful of dresses ard be expected to try them on, whether
you're in the mood for trying on dresses or not. Now seeif you can trandate the following sentences
into German. Remember to decline the adjective correctly (see Chapter 11).

Examplel'd like agreen dress.
Answer: Ich mochte ein griines Kled.
1. I'dlike alight red skirt.

2. I'd like adark blue suit.

3. I'dlikealight yelow hat.



4. I'd like agrey jacket.
Material Preferences

Some people can't tolerate polyester, others find silk pretentious, and others won't wear anything
that in't a least 95 percent cotton. When you do findly give in to your sartoria cravings and
purchase some clothes, make it easier on yourself and on the sdesperson assgting you: explain your
materid preferences. Table 17.5 will help you pick the materid (die Materidien) you prefer when

you shop.

Table 17.5 Materials

German Pronunciation English
das Leder dAs ley-deR |eather
dasLeinen dAs lay-nuhn linen

das Nylon dAs nay-lon nylon
das Polyester dAs poh-lee-es-tuhR polyester
das Wildleder dAs vilt-ley-deR suede
der Flanell deyR flah-nel flannel
der Kaschmir deyR kAsh-meeR cashmere
der Kord deyR koRt corduroy
der Stoff deyR shtof denim
die Baumwolle dee boum-wo-luh cotton
die Seide dee zay-duh slk
dieWolle dee vo-luh wool

If you want to express that you want something made out of a certain materid, you would use the

preposition aus.

Ich mochte ein Kleid aus Seide.
iH moH-tuh ayn klayt ous zay-duh

I'd likeadlk dress.

What's the Object?



In Chapter 8, you learned about the accusative (direct object) and dative (indirect object) case
relative to nouns. Now you're going to see how these cases affect pronouns.

If one of your friends told you that she loves her favorite pair of shoes and that she wears her
favorite pair of shoes dl the time and that she only takes her favorite pair of shoes off when she get
blisters from dancing too much, you would probably want to take off one of your shoes and hit her
over the head with it. She could be less long-winded if she stopped repesting “favorite pair of
shoes’ (adirect object noun in English) and replaced it with “them” (adirect object pronoun in
English). In German, the direct object isin the accusative case and is often called the accusative
object. Theindirect object isin the dative case and cdled the dative object. If you've forgotten what
you learned about cases in Chapter 8, this should refresh your memory.

Nouns or pronouns in the accusative case answer the question whom or what the subject is acting
on and can refer to people, places, things, or idess.

Nominative (Subj.) Verb Accusative (Direct Obj.)
With Noun Ich trage meine Lieblingsschuhe.
M (wear) (my favorite shoes)
With Pronoun Ich trage sie.
0} (wear) (them)
With Noun Se lieben das Leben.
(they) (love) (life)
With Pronoun Se lieben es.
(they) (love) (it)

Indirect object nouns or pronouns (in German, nouns or pronouns in the dative case) answer the
question to whom or to what the action of the verb is being performed.

Nominative Dative (Indirect Accusative (Direct
(Subj.) Verb Obj.) Obj.)
With Noun Ich kaufe meinem Freund eine Miitze.
m (buy) (my friend) (acap)
With Pronoun Ich kaufe ihm eine Miitze.
0] (buy) (hirm) (acap)

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)



Nominative Verb Dative (Indirect Accusative (Direct

(Subj.) Obj.) Obj.)

With Noun Se gibt ihrer Schwester ein Geschenk.
(she) (gives) (her sister) (agift)

With Pronoun Se gibt ihr ein Geschenk.
(she) (drinks) (her sister) (agift)

In English, direct and indirect pronouns are used to avoid repesting the same nouns over and over
again. In German, direct object pronouns are in the accusative case and indirect object pronouns are
in the dative case. Table 17.6 provides you with a comprehensve chart of pronounsin German and
what they stand for (D.O. stands for “direct object” and 1.O. stands for “indirect object”).

Table 17.6 Singular Object Pronouns

D.O.Pronouns English L.O. Pronouns English
mich (miH) me mir (meeR) tome
dich (diH) you dir (deeR) toyou
Sie(zee) you Ihnen (ee-nuhn) toyou
(Formal)

ihn (een) him, it ihm (eem) tohim
sie (zee) her, it ihr (eeR) to her
es” (es) it ihm (eem) toit

Es isused as adirect object pronoun for neuter nouns, most of which are things. There are,
however, afew exceptions. Es means“her,” for example, in the sentence Ich liebe es, when es
refersto das Mddchen.



fAs a Rale

Es (o1 er) geht...

Es (or 5ie) is miide.

Das Madchen will nicht mehr singen.

When dealing with neuter nouns ending in -chen or -lein, you can
use either the pronoun es (following the grammatical gender) or you
can use the pronoun er or sie depending on the logical gender of the noun.

Was mach Thr S8hnchen?

Table 17.7 Plural Object Pronouns

D.O.Pronouns English L.O. Pronouns English
uns (oons) us uns (oons) tous
euch (oyH) you euch (oyH) toyou
Sie(zee) you Ihnen (ee-nuhn) toyou
(Formdl)

sie (zee) them ihnen (ee-nuhn) to them

Position of Object Pronouns

Achtang

Remember, thn and

thm are used for nouns

with the masculine noun
marker der; sie and ifhr

are used for nouns with

the feminine noun marker
dig; and e5 and ifwn are used
for nouns with the neuter
noun marker das. For mascu-
line, feminine, and neuter
nouns with the plural noun
maker die use sie for direct
object pronouns and ihnen
for indirect object pronouns.

In swank socid circles, pogtion is everything. It's the same with direct and indirect objectsin

Page 181

German. When both the direct and indirect objects of a sentence are pronouns, the direct object



comesfirgt, followed by the indirect object.

Ich schreibe dem Vater eine Postkarte.
iH shRay-buh deym fah-tuhR ay-nuh post-kAR-tuh
I write a postcard to the father.

Ich schrebe seihm.

iH shRay-buh zee eem
| writeit to him.

When either the direct or indirect object pronoun is a noun, however, the pronoun always comes
firds—no matter what caseit'sin.

Ich schreibe ihm eine Postkarte.
iH shRay-buh eem ay-nuh post-kAR-tuh

| write him a postcard.
Direct Object Indirect Object
Ich schreibe einen Brief. Ich spreche mit Stefan.
iH shRay-buh ay-nuhn bReef iH shpRe-Huh mit shte-fahn
| write aletter. | talk to Stefan.
Ich schreibe ihn. Ich spreche mit ihm.
iH shRay-buh een iH shpRe-Huh mit eem
| writeit. | talk to him.

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

Direct Object Indirect Object

Ich schreibe ihn nicht. Ich spreche nicht mit ihm.

iH shRay-buh een niHt iH shpRe-Huh niHt mit eem

| don't writeit. | don't talk to him.

Ich werde ihn schreiben. Ich werde nicht mitihm sprechen.

iH veR-duh een shray-buhn iH veR-duh niHt mit eem shpRe-Huhn
| will writeit. | won't talk to him.

Schreibeihn nicht! Sprich nicht mit ihm!

shRay-buh een niHt shpRiH niHt mit eem

Don't writeit! Don't talk to him!




Us, You, and Them: Using Direct Object Pronouns

A German friend invites you to accompany her shopping in Disseldorf. She won't buy anything
unless she receives an afirmative second opinion. Answer the questions she asks you in the dressing
room using direct object pronouns.

Example
Magst du die graue Bluse? Ja, ich mag se.
Nein, ich mag se nicht.
1. Magst du den schwarzen Schd (m., der Schal)?
2. Magst du die dunkegriinen Schuhe (pl., die Schuhe)?
3. Magst du die hellrote Hose (f., die Hose)?
4. Magst du das blaue Hemd (n., das Hemd)?

To Us, To You, To Them: Using Indirect Object Pronouns

After she hasfinished shopping for hersdlf, this same friend wants to buy afew presents for certain
members of her family. Unfortunately, she can't think of anything interesting to buy them. Offer her

suggestions (in the form of commands) following the example. Remember that ein in the accusative
measculine becomes einen.

Example
Hang ein Hut (m., der Hut) Schenke ihm einen Huit.
Schenke ihnihm.
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1. die Elterr/ @n Schd (m., der Schdl)
2. die Schwester/ ein Kleid (n., des Kleid)
3. der Bruder/ eine kurze Hose (f., die kurze Hose)

4. die Oma eine Strumpfhose (f., die Strumpfhose)

Asking for What You Want

There may be days when you just want to browse without having any pushy salespeople trying to
sl you something. On other days, you may be pressed for time and want to get help to find
something specific. Here are some phrases to help you through the most common in-store shopping
gtuations

Kann ich lhnen hdfen?



kAn iH ee-nuhn hel-fuhn
May | help you?

Was wilnschen Sie?
vAs viin-shuhn zee
What would you like?

Nein danke, ich schaue mich nur um.
nayn dAn-kuh, iH shou-uh miH nooR oom
No, thank you, | am (just) looking.

Ja, ich wirde gern...sehen.
vah, iH viiR-duh geRn....sey-huhn
Yes, | would liketo see....

Ich suche....
iH zew-CHubh....
I'm looking for....

Haben sie einen Schiub verkauf?
hah-buhn zee ay-nuhn shloos-veR-kouf

Do you have an end-of-season sale?

I'll Take This, That, One of These, and Some of Those

There's absolutely nothing wrong with asking your sdlesperson (or the cashier, or anyone ese within
asking distance) what they think of a particular article you are considering adding to your wardrobe.
To ask someone hisor her opinion about a suit, tie, hat, or
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skirt, you'll need to use a demonstrative pronoun (sometimes referred to as demondretive
adjectives). Demonstrative pronouns uch as dieser (this) and jener (that) dlow you to be specific
about whatever it is you're pointing out. The important thing to remember is that in German,
demondtrative pronouns must agree in number, gender, and case. In Table 17.8, dieser is declined
in al four cases. Jener follows the same declension.

Table 17.8 Demonstrative Pronouns: This, That, These, Those

Case Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural All Genders
Nom. dieser Hut diese Hose diesesKleid diese
dee-zuhR hewt dee-zuh hoh-suh dee-zuhs klayt dee-zuh
Acc. diesen Hut diese Hose diesesKleid diese
dee-zuhn hewt dee-zuh hoh-zuh dee-zuhs klayt dee-zuh
Dat. diesem Hut dieser Hose diesemKleid diesen

dee-zuhm hewt dee-zuhR hoh-zuh  de-zuhm klavt dee-zuhn



Gen. dieses Huts
dee-suhs hewts

dieser Hose
dee-zuhR

v

diesesKleids dieser
dee-zuhs klayts dee-zuhR

Expressing Opinions

Youvetried on amillion different hats, and none of them seemsto fit you right. Right when you're
about to give up, you find one that suits you. If you're happy with an item, you may want to express

your pleasure by saying:

German Pronunciation English

Das gefallt mir. dAs guh-filt miR I likeit.

Das steht mir gut. dAs shteyt miR gewt That suits me well.

Esist angenehm.
Esist elegant.
Esist praktisch.
Es gefédlt mir nicht.
Das steht mir nicht.
Esist schrecklich.
Esist zu klein.
Esist zu grob.
Esist zu eng.
Esist zu lang.
Esist zu kurz.

Esist zu schrill.

es ist An-guh-neym
es ist ey-ley-gAnt
es ist pRAk-tish

es guh-falt miR niHt
dAs shteyt miR niHt
es ist shRek-IiH

es ist zew klayn

es ist zew gRohs

es ist zew eng

es ist zew IAng

es ist zew kooRts

es ist zew shRil

Itisnice.

It's elegant.
It's practical.
| don't likeit.
That doesn't suit me.
Itishorrible.
It'stoo small.
It'stoo big.
It'stoo tight.
It'stoo long.
It'stoo short.

It'stoo loud.

What's Your Preference?
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Demonstrative
Pronouns
Pronouns such as

dieser (this) and

jener (that) that allow you to
be specific by pointing out
someone o1 something,

Many questions concerning style and size begin with the interrogetive pronoun welcher, which you
were introduced to in Chapter 13. Welcher follows the same declension as the demondrative
pronoun dieser shown in Table 17.8.

Sample Question:

We ches Hemd gefdlt Ihnen am besten?
vel-Huhs hemt guh-falt ee-nuhn Am bes-tuhn
Which shirt do you like best?

AnSwer:

Dieses Hemd dort gefdlt mir am besten.
dee-suhs hemt doRt guh-falt miR Am bes-tuhn
| like that shirt there best.

Now it'stime to practice what you've learned about the interrogative pronoun welcher. Respond to
the questions in the following exercise with the correctly declined form of welcher.

Example: Ich suche ein Geschéft.
Answer: Welches Geschéft?

1. Diese Krawatte gefédlt uns.

2. Der Anzug Seht dir gut.

3. Ich suche meine Schuhe.

4. Ich mag diesesKled.

5. Sie mochte diesen Schlafanzug dort.

The Least You Need to Know.
* Y ou should know the German names of stores and what they sdll.
* You can use the verb fragen to tell someone what you are wearing.

* In German, direct object pronouns are in the accusative case and indirect object pronouns are in
the dative case.



* The demongtrative adjectives dieser and jener help you to indicate someone or something by
expressing thisor that (and in its plurd form, these or those).

Page 187

Chapter 18
The Meat and Kartoffeln of a Home-Cooked Meal

In This Chapter

» Where to buy various kinds of food
¥ How to read a wine label

» How to express quantity

» A special treat

In the previous chapter, you shopped for jewelry, watches, clothes, and souvenirs. Y ou told the
sales people what you wanted, and answered their questions. Y ou learned about sizes and colors.
Now, your wallet isalittle lighter, your suitcase alittle hegvier, and your somach fedsalittle
emptier than it did when you set out earlier in the day. It'stoo early for dinner, so you decide to stop
in one of the stores you've seen with food in the windows for a snack.

What do you fed like? Y ou could get a sasndwich (ein belegtes Brot, ayn bey-lek-tuhs bRoht) a a
café (das Cafe, dAs kah-fey), or stop in a supermarket (der Supermarket, deyR zew-peR-mARkt)
for bread (das Brot, dAs bRoht) and cheese (der K&se, deyR kdih-zuh) and make your own. This

chapter will help you get the food you want in just the right amount.

Shopping Around



One way to save money when you're traveling is by buying and making your own lunches and
dinners (or at the very least, your own snacks). The list of foods and food
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shopsin Table 18.1 should help you keep your appetite sated while you shop and sightsee.

Table 18.1 Foods and Food Shops

German Pronunciation English

das Fischgeschéft dAs fish-guh-shdift fish store
das Fleisch dAs flaysh meat

das Gebéack dAs guh-bdk pastry (sweet)
das Gemtise dAs guh-miih-zuh vegetables
das L ebensmittel geschéft dAs ley-buhns-mi-tuhl-guh-shdft  grocery store
das Obstgeschéft dAs opst-guh-shift fruit store
der Fisch deyR fish fish

der Nachtisch deyR nahCH-tish dessert

der Proviant deyR pRoh-vee-Ant provisions
der Supermarkt deyR zew-peR-mARkt supermarket
der Wein deyR vayn wine

die Backerei dee bd-kuh-Ray bakery

die Frichte dee fRiiH-tuh fruits

die Metzgerei dee mets-guh-Ray butcher shop
die Spirituosen dee Spee-Ree-too-oh-zuhn liquors

die Subigkeiten dee ziih-sik-kay-tuhn candies

die Weinhandlung dee vayn-hAnt-loong wine store

Where Are You Going?

Y ou've familiarized yourself with dl the food and pastry shops near your hotd. Y ou're armed with
nothing but your appetite and afew Deutsche Mark. When it's time to go out into the world for
whatever it is you need to stock your miniature hotel refrigerator, use the verb gehen and the



preposition zu + the correctly declined definite article (see Chapter 8 for the declension of nouns) to
indicate the store you're about to ambush. Keep in mind that the preposition zu is dways followed
by the dative case.

Preposition

and Article Contraction  Example English

Zu+ dem= zum Ich gehe zum Supermarkt. | go to the supermarket.
iH gey-huh tsoom zew-peR-mARKkt

Zu + der= zur Ich gehe zur Weinhandlung. | go to theliquor store.

iH gey-huh tsooR
vayn-hant-loong
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Now practice what you've learned by writing where you would go to buy the following foods:
pastry, mest, fish, chocolate, and milk.

Example: (vegetables) Ich gehe zur Gemiisehandlung.

Table 18.2 At the Grocery Store

German Pronunciation English
das Gemuse dAs guh-miih-zuh vegetables
das Sauerkraut dAs zou-eR-kRout pickled cabbage
der Kohl deyR kohl cabbage
der Kohlrabi deyR kohl-Rah-bee turnip

der Kopfsalat deyR Kopf-zah-laht lettuce

der Mais deyR mays corn

der Pfeffer deyR pfe-fuhR pepper

der Filz deyR pilts mushroom
der Reis deyR Rays rice

der Sdllerie deyR ze-luh-Ree celery

der Spargel deyR shpAR-guhl asparagus
der Spinat deyR spee-naht spinach
die Auberaine dee oh-beR-iee-nuh eaaplant



~

v

poRoT

die Bohne dee boh-nuh bean
die Erbse dee eRp-suh pea
die Essiggurke dee e-siH-gooR-kuh sour pickle
die Gurke dee gooR-kuh cucumber
die Kartoffel dee kAr-to-fuhl potato
dieKarotte dee kah-ro-tuh carrot
die Radieschen (pl.) dee RA-dees-Huhn radishes
die Tomate dee toh-mah-tuh tomato
die Zweibel dee zvee-buhl onion
gemischtes Gemiise ge-mish-tuhs guh-miih-zuh mixed vegetables
Table 18.3 At the Fruit Store
German Pronunciation English
das Obst dAs opst fruits
der Apfel deyR Ap-fel apple
(table continued on next page)
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German Pronunciation English
der Pfirsich deyR pfeeR-ziH peach
die Annanas dee A-nah-nAs pineapple
die Aprikose dee Ap-Ree-koh-zuh apricot
die Banane dee bah-nah-nuh banana
dieBirne dee beeR-nuh pear
die Blaubeere dee blou-bey-Ruh blueberry
die Erdbeere dee eRt-bev-Ruh strawberrv



v

die Haselnub dee hah-zuhl-noos hazel nut
die Himmbeere dee him-bey-Ruh raspberry
die Johannesbeere dee yoh-hA-nis-bey-Ruh currant
die Kastanie dee kAs-tah-nee-uh chestnut
dieKirsche dee keeR-shuh cherry
die Mandel dee mAn-duhl amond
die Melone dee mey-loh-nuh melon
die Nisse dee nii-suh nuts

die Orange dee oh-RAn-juh orange
die Pampelmuse dee pAm-puhl-mew-zuh grapefruit
die Pflaume dee pflou-muh prune
die Preiselbeere dee pRay-suhl-bey-Ruh cranberry
die Walnub dee vAl-noos walnut
die Wassermelone dee vA-suhR-mey-loh-nuh watermelon
dieRosine dee Roh-zee-nuh grape

die Zitrone dee tsee-tRoh-nuh lemon
Table 18.4 At the Butcher or Delicatessen

German Pronunciation English
das Fleisch dAs flaysh meat

das Kalbfleisch dAs kAlp-flaysh veal

das Lamm dAs IAm lamb

das Rindfleisch dAs Rint-flaysh beef

das Rippensteak dAs Ri-puhn-steyk rib steak
das Rumpfsteak dAs Roompf-steyk rump steak
das Schnitzel dAs shnit-suhl cutlet



(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German

Pronunciation

English

das Wienerschnitzel

der Hammelbraten

der Konigsberger Klops

der Rinderbraten
der Schinken
der Speck

die Bratwurst
die Leber

die Leberwurst
die Wurst
dasHuhn

das Kaninchen
der Hase

der Hasenbraten

der Hirschbraten

dAs vee-nuhR-shnit-suhl
deyR hA-mel-bRah-tuhn

deyR koh-niks-beR-guhR
klops

deyR Rin-deR-bRah-tuhn
deyR shin-kuhn

deyR shpek

dee bRaht-vooRst

dee ley-buhR

dee ley-buhR-vooRst

dee vooRst

dAs hewn

dAs kah-neen-Huhn
deyR hah-zuh

deyR hah-zuhn-bRah-tuhn

deyR hiRsh-bRah-tuhn

breaded veal cutlet

roast mutton

meatball in caper sauce

roast beef
ham

bacon

fried sausage
liver

liver sausage
sausage
chicken
rabbit

hare

roast hare

venison

der Rehriicken deyR Rey-Rii-kuhn saddle of venison
der Truthahn deyR tRewt-hahn turkey

dieEnte dee en-tuh duck

die Gans dee gants goose

Table 18.5 At the Fish Store

German Pronunciation English



o

der Fisch deyR fish fish

der Hummer deyR hoo-muhR | obster

der Kabeljau deyR kah-bel-you cod

der Krebs deyR kReyps crab

der Lachs deyR lAks salmon

der Tintenfish deyR tin-tuhn-fish squid

der Tunfisch deyR tewn-fish tuna

die Auster dee ous-tuhR oyster

die Flunder/der Rochen dee floon-duhR/deyR flounder
Ro-CHuhn

dieForele dee foh-Re-luh trout

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

die Froschschenkel (m.) dee fRosh-shen-kuhl frog legs

die Garnele dee gahR-ney-luh shrimp

die Krabben (f.) dee kRA-buhn shrimp, prawns

die Sardine dee zAR-dee-nuh sardine

die Scholle dee sho-luh flatfish

die Seezunge dee zey-tsoon-guh sole

Table 18.6 At the Dairy

German Pronunciation English

dasEi dieEier (pl.) dAs ay dee ay-eR eggs

der Kése devR kdh-zuh cheese
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der Y oghurt der yoh-gooRt yogurt
die Butter dee boo-tuhR butter
die Magermilch dee mah-guhR-milH skim milk
die Sahne dee zah-nuh crear
die saure Sahne dee zou-Ruh zah-nuh sour cream
die Schlagsahne dee shidk-zah-nuh whip cream
die Vollmilch dee fol-milH whole milk
Table 18.7 At the Bakery and Pastry Shop
German Pronunciation English
das Brot dAs bRoht bread
das Brotchen dAs bRoht-Huhn roll
das Platzchen dAs plits-Huhn cookie
das Roggenbrot dAs Ro-guhn-bRoht rye bread
das Toastbrot dAs tohst-bRoht white bread (toast)
das Vollkornbrot dAs fol-koRn-bRoht whole-grain bread
das Weibbrot dAs vays-bRoht white bread
der Apfelstrudel deyR Ap-fuhl-shtRew-duhl apple strudel
der Berliner deyR beR-lee-nuhR jam doughnut
der Kuchen deyR kew-CHuhn cake
(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)
German Pronunciation English
die Schwarzwal der dee shvARts-vilduhR Black Forest (cake)

Kirschtorte

kiRsh-toR-tuh

cherrv nie



die Torte dee toR-tuh tart

Table 18.8 At the Supermarket

German Pronunciation English
die Getranke dee guh-tRdn-kuh drinks
dasBier dAs beeR beer

das Mineralwasser dAs mee-nuh-Rahl-vA-suhR mineral water
der Kaffee deyR kA-fey coffee

der Saft deyR zAft juice

der Tee deyR tey tea

der Wein deyR vayn wine

die Limonade dee lee-moh-nah-duh soft drink
dieMilch dee milH milk
kohlensaurehaltig koh-len-zoy-Re-hAl-tiH carbonated

nicht kohlenséurehaltig

niHt koh-len-zoy-Re-hAl-tiH

non-carbonated

Prost!

On wine labelsin Germany, you will come across four different categories of grapes used for wines:
Spdtlese (shpdt-ley-suh), indicaing adry wine, Auslese (ous-ley-suh), indicating afarly dry wine
made from ripe grapes, Beerenauslese (beyR-uhn-ous-ley-suh), indicating a sweet wine made from
agpecia kind of very ripe grape, and Trockenbeerenauslese (tRo-kuhn-bey-Ruhn-ous-ley-suh),
indicating a very sweet (usudly quite expensve) wine. Here are some terms you should familiarize

yoursdf with if youre awine lover:

German Pronunciation English
(sehr) trocken (seyR) tRo-kuhn (very) dry
stib ziihs sweet
etwas siib et-vAs ziihs rather sweet
leicht layHt light




If you're a beer drinker, put this book down, go to your loca brew pub, and take a sip of agood
German beer. Your taste buds will tell you more about German beer than we
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possibly can in words. Here are afew terms and phrases that might help you in aGerman Kneipe
(knay-puh, f.) or pub:

German Pronunciation English

ein Altbier ayn Alt-beeR abitter ale

ein Bier vom Fab ayn beeR fom fAs adraft beer

ein dunkles Bier ayn doon-kluhs beeR adark beer

Ein GlasBier, bitte. ayn glAs beeR, bi-tuh A glass of beer, please.
ein hellesBier ayn he-luhs beeR alight beer

enPRils ayn pilts abitter (light beer)

eine Berliner Weibe mit ay-nuh BeR-li-nuhR vay-suh mit  aWeibbier with adash of
Schub shoos raspberry juice

Y ou can use the verb trinken to help you order abeer or that specia glass of wine.

Table 18.9 Conjugation of the Verb trinken

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich trinke | drink wir trinken we drink
iH tRin-kuh veeR tRin-kuhn

Second du trinkst you drink ihr trinkt you drink
dew tRinkst eeR tRinkt

Third er, sie, he, she, sietrinken they drink
estrinken it drinks zee tRin-kuhn
eR, zee,
es tRin-kuhn

Formal (sing. Sietrinken you drink

and plural) zee tRin-kuhn

Ficture yoursdlf in a Biergarten in Minchen. How would you ask someone what they want to



drink? How would you answer someone if you were asked? How would you explain to someone
what the people around you are imbibing? Fill in the blanks with the correct form of trinken.

Example: Der Mann an der Theke en Bier vom Feb.
Answer: Der Mann an der Theke trinkt en Bier vom Feb.

1. Was mbchten Sie

2. Ich mdchte ein Glas Bier

3. Die beiden Frauen am Nachbartisch Kaffee.
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4. Mein Freund und ich gern trockenen Wein.

5. Amliebsten ich Limonade.

It's the Quantity that Counts

Y ou've been invited to an outdoor buffet in the countryside. The hostess has asked you to bring
cheese and meat. There are only going to be afew other people at the gathering, so you figure a
pound each of cheese and meat ought to be enough. When you go to der Supermarkt, however,
the man behind the counter does not understand how much cheese or meat you want. In Germany
the metric system is used for measuring quantities of food. Liquids are measured in kilograms. Let
Table 18.10 help you order the right amount of meat and cheese s0 you don't have any |eftovers.

Table 18.10 Getting the Right Amount

Amount German Pronunciation
2 pounds of zwei Pfund tsvay pfoont
einKilo ayn kee-loh
abag of ein Sack ayn zAk
eine Tute ay-nuh tith-tuh
abar of eine Stange ay-nuh shtAn-guh
ein Riegel ayn Ree-guhl
abottle of eine Flasche ay-nuh flA-shuh
abox of eine Schachtel ay-nuh shACH-tuhl
acan of eine Dose ay-nuh doh-zuh
adozen ein Dutzend ayn doo-tsent
ahalf pound of ein halbes Pfund ayn hAl-buhs pfoont

250 Gramm

250 cRAm



ajar of

apackage of

apound of

aquarter of

aslice of

ein Gefab

ein (Einmach) Glas

ein Packet

ein Pfund

ein halbesKilo
500 Gramm

einVierte

eine Scheibe

o

ayn guh-fihs
ayn (ayn-mACH) glAs

ayn pA-keyt

ayn pfoont

ayn hAl-puhs kee-loh
500 gRAm

ayn feeR-tuhl

ay-nuh shay-buh

What if you want to try a bit of something before buying it, or if you smply want to have ataste or a
bite of someone e se's dessart after dinner’? Here are afew expressons you may find useful.
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German Pronunciation English
ein bibchen ayn bis-Huhn alittle bit of
etwas et-vAs some
genug guh-newk enough
mehr meyR more
viel veel alot of
wenig vey-niH little/not much
weniger ve-nee-guhR less/fewer
zuviel tsew veel too much
Zuwenig tsew vey-niH too little/not enough

A Trip to the Market



Achtung
In English, you say,
“I want a slice of
cheese.” In German, you
simply say, “I want a
slice cheese,” or “Ich
miichte eine Scheibe Eise (iH
moH-tfh ay-nuh shay-buh kiili-
zuh)." 1f you want to get
specific about the cheese you
want, however, you say,
(pointing at the cheese you
warnt), “Ich machte eine
Scheibe von diesem Kise dort
(iH miH-tuh ay-nuh shay-buh
font dee-zuhm kih-zuh doRt),"
ar, “I want a slice of that
cheese there.”

Y ou have prepared alist of foods you will need to prepare amed later in the evening for agroup of
friends. Asyou approach the outdoor farmer's market where you want to do your shopping,
however, you redize that your English ligt of ingredientswill be of little use to you. As you pass by
the stands, someone callsout: Frisch Apfel! Someone dse calsout: Zwélf Eier fiir nur zwei
Mark. To make yoursdlf understood, you must trandate everything on your list into German.

Example: (adice of cheese)

Answer: Ich mochte eine Scheibe Kése.
1. abottle of milk

2. ahdf pound of shrimp

3. acan of tomatoes

4. abag of cherries

5. adozen eggs

Getting What You Want

Areyou tired of the crowds in supermarkets? Go to one of the smaller neighborhood stores on a
less-frequented side street near your hotel. There will probably be someone there who will be happy
to help you with your shopping. Be prepared for the following questions:
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Was mdchten Sie? vAs moH-tuhn zee What would you
like?



Was winschen Sie? VvAs viin-shuhn zee What can | do for
you?

Kann ich Ihnen hdfen? kAn iH ee-nuhn hel-fuhn  May | help you?

Y ou might answer them by beginning your sentence with one of the following phrases:

Ich mbchte. .. iH moH-tuh | want...

Konnen Semir...geben?  ké-nuhn zee Could you give
meeR...gey-buhn me...7

bitte bi-tuh please

Y ou might then be asked:

Sonst noch etwas? zonst noH et-vAs Something €lse?

Ist das dles? ist dAs A-luhs Isthet dl?

An appropriate response would be to give additiona items you need or to answer:

Ja(Danke), dasist va (dAn-kuh), dAs ist Y es (thank you), that's all.
dles. A-luhs

The Least You Need to Know
* Y ou should familiarize yourself with the different German foods and types of stores.

* The best German wines are white.
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Chapter 19
Restaurant Hopping

in This Chapter

¥ How to order in a restaurant, bar, or cafe

» How to get what you want, exactly the way you want it
> Special diets

Y ou'rein Minchen and you're starving. As you take the crowded eevator down from your hotel
room to the lobby, your ssomach starts to growl. Thefive or Six other people riding in the elevator
with you stare politely &t the celling. Y ou've been so busy using your brilliant mind to figure out
where to go and what to buy that you've neglected an humbler, but just asimportant, part of your
body: your ssomach.

Germany is a country well-known for hearty, satisfying repasts. Of course, before you can even
begin to satisfy your hunger, you must know how to order whatever it is you want in German (it
wouldn't hurt to be able to understand the specids when the walter recites them, ether). By theend
of this chapter, you will be able to order medsin German, and make specific requests.

Where Should We Go?

Youll be happy to know that when hunger gtrikes, there are many different types of eating
edtablishments available to you. The one you choose depends on the following factors: the kind of
med you want, the kind of service you want, and your budget. Are
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you looking for breekfast, das Friihstiick (dAs fRiih-shtiik), for lunch, das Mittagessen (dAs



mi-tahk-e-suhn), or for dinner, das Abendessen (dAs ah-buhnt-e-suhn)? Try one of these:
* der Schnellimbiss (deyR shnel-im-bis), fast-food restaurant

* das Cafe (dAs kA-fey), coffee house

* das Sdbstbedienungsrestaurant (dAs zelpst-buh-dee-nooks-Res-tou-Rohn), cafeteria

» die Imbissbude (dee im-bis-bew-duh), snack stand

* der Nachtklub (deyR nACHt-kloop), night dub

» das Gasthaus (dAs gAst-hous), tavern or inn

* dieKneipe (dee knay-puh), bar

Two For Dinner, Please

When you do findly pick arestaurant, you'l probably have to know how to do afew things before
you get there. Y ou may have to cdl to find out the exact location of the restaurant. If the restaurant
isagood one and it's the weekend, you'll need to make a reservation. The following li contains
some phrases you may find ussful when dining out:

German Pronunciation English

Ich méchte einen Tisch iH mé-Htuh ay-nuhn tish I would liketo reservea
reservieren. Rey-zuhR-vee-Ruhn table.

fur heute Abend fiihR hoy-tuh ah-bent for thisevening

flr morgen Abend fiihR moR-guhn ah-bent for tomorrow evening
fur Samstag Abend fiihR zAms-tahk ah-bent for Saturday night

flir zwei Personen fiihR tsvay peR-zoh-nuhn for two people

um halb neun oom hAlp noyn at 8:30

auf der Terrasse, bitte ouf deyR te-RA-suh, bi-tuh ontheterrace, please
am Fenster Am fen-stuhR at the window

im Raucherbereich im Rou-CHuhR-buh-RayH in the smoking section
im Nicht-Raucherbereich im niHt-Rou-HuhR-buh-RayH  inthe nonsmoking section
an der Theke An deyR tey-kuh at the bar

Remember that when you use one of these prepositiond phrasesin a sentence, reservieren—the
second verb in amoda construction—should come at the end of the sentence, asin;

Ich mochte einen Tisch fur heute Abend reservieren.



iH mo-Htuh ay-nuhn tish fiihR hoy-tuh ah-bent Rey-zuhR-vee-Ruhn
I'd like to reserve atable for this evening.
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Ich mdchte einen Tisch flr Samstag Abend, fir zwel Personen, auf der Terasse, reservieren.,

iH mo-Htuh ay-nuhn tish fiihR zAms-tahk ah-bent, fiihR tsvay peR-zoh-nuhn, ouf deyR
te-RA-zuh Rey-zuhR-vee-Ruhn

I'd like to reserve a table for two on the terrace for Saturday evening.
Dining Out

It's Seturday night, and you want to try the fare at one of the fanciest restaurants in Berlin. Cal up
and make areservation by the window in the nonsmoking section. The person on the other end of
the line may ask you this question:

Einen Tisch fir wievide Personen?
ay-nuhn tish fiihR vee-fee-luh peR-zoh-nuhn
A table for how many?

Answer him thisway:

Einen Tisch flr vier Personen, bitte.
ay-nuhn tish fiihR feeR peR-zoh-nuhn, bi-tuh
A tablefor four, please.

Now you've arrived at the restaurant and the hostess has seated you in the nonsmoking section by
the window, just as you asked. Unfortunately, when your gppetizer comes, you have no cutlery with
which to edt it. Also, you're thirsty; you need a glass of water. The termsin the following table
should be of use to you when you are in arestaurant.

Table 19.1 A Table Setting

German Pronunciation English
das Besteck dAs be-stek cutlery

das Geschirr dAs guh-sheeR crockery
das Messer dAs me-suhR knife

der Ebl&ffel deyR es-16-fuhl soup spoon
die Kellnerin dee kel-nuh-Rin waitress
der Kellner deyR kel-nuhR waiter

der Salzstreuer deyR zAlts-shtRoy-uhR salt shaker

der Suppenteller devR zoo-puhn-te-luhR soup dish



v

P

der Teel 6ffel deyR tey-16-fuhl teaspoon
der Teller deyR te-luhR dinner plate
(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
die Gabel dee gah-buhl fork

die Pfeffermthle dee pfe-fuhR-miih-luh pepper mill
die Serviette dee zeR-vee-e-tuh napkin

die Speisekarte dee shpay-zuh-kAR-tuh menu

die Tasse dee tA-suh cup

die Tischdecke dee tish-de-kuh tablecloth
die Untertasse dee oon-teR-tA-suh saucer

Gimme What I Need
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If there is something missing from your table setting and you need to ask the waiter or busboy for it,

the verb brauchen (bRou-CHuhn) will be the one that will get you what you want quickest.
Familiarize yoursdlf with its conjugation in Table 19.2.

Table 19.2 The Verb brauchen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich brauche | need wir brauchen we need
iH bRou-CHuh veeR bRou-CHuhn

Second du brauchst you need ihr braucht you need
dew bRouCHst eeR bRouCHt

Formal Sie brauchen Se brauchen
zee bRou-CHuhn zee bRou-CHuhn

Third er, sie, es braucht he, she, it needs sie brauchen they need

eR, zee, es bRouCHt

zee bRou-CHuhn




You Need What?

Now, tdll your waiter what you need using items from Table 19.1 and the verb brauchen.
Remember, the items following the verb will be in the accusative case and must be declined
correctly.

Example: How would you ask for a plate?
Ich brauche einen Teller.
1. How would you ask for amenu?

2. How would you ask for aglass?
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3. How would you ask for a ngpkin?
4. How would you ask for a pepper mill?

Herr Ober, What Are the Specials of the Day?

If you want awaiter, you can shout Herr Ober (heR oh-buhR) and there hell be. Y our waiter
tonight asks you if you would like to start with something to drink. Use the phrase ich hdtte gern
(iH hd-tuh geRn) followed by whatever it isyou would like (in tre accusative case). To tdll the
waiter that you would like to start with an gperitif, for example, you would say: Ich hdtte gern einen
Aperitif, bitte.

Table 19.3 Soups (die Suppen, dee zoo-puhn)

German Pronunciation English

die Bauernsuppe dee bou-eRn-zoo-ptth cabbage and sausage soup
die Bohnensuppe dee boh-nuhn-zoo-puh bean soup

die Frahlingssuppe dee fRiih-links-zsoo-puh spring vegetable soup

die Kraftbrihe mit Ei dee kRAft-bRiih-huh mit ay beef broth with raw egg
die Linsensuppe dee lin-zuhn-zoo-puh lentil soup

die Ochsenschanzsuppe dee ox-zuhn-shvAnts-zoo-puh oxtail soup

die Tomatensuppe dee toh-mah-tuhn-zoo-puh tomato soup

Table 19.4 Meats (das Fleisch. dAs flavsh)



N B v s

German Pronunciation English

das Bundnerfleisch dAs biint-nuhR-flaysh thinly sliced, air-dried beef

das Deutsche Beefsteak dAs doyt-shuh beef-steyk  Salisbury steak

das Gulasch dAs goo-IAsh beef stew with spicy paprika

das Lammkotel ett dAs IAm-kot-let lamb chop

das Naturschnitzel dAs nah-tooR-shnit-suhl ~ unbreaded veal cutlet

das Rippensteak dAs Ri-puhn-steyk rib steak

das Rumpfsteak dAs Roompf-shteyk rump steak

das Schweinskotlett dAs shvayns-kot-let pork chop

das Wiener Schnitzel dAs vee-nuhR shnit-suhl  breaded veal cutlet

der Bauernschmaus deyR bou-eRn-shmous smoked pork, sausages, dumpling,

tomato, and sauerkraut

der Hackbraten deyR hAk-bRah-tuhn meatl oaf

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

der Kalbsbraten deyR kAlps-bRah-tuhn roast veal

der Rinderbraten deyR Rin-duhR-bRah-tuhn roast beef

der Sauerbraten deyR zou-uhR-bRah-tuhn marinated pot roast
der Speck deyR shpek bacon

die Leber dee ley-buhR liver

That's the Way I Like It

With certain dishes, you have a choice about how they're served or cooked. For example, if you
order eggs, you'll want to let the waiter know how you like your eggs cooked. Y our waiter may ask



you something like this

Wiewallen (mdchten) Sie se (ihn, es)?
vee vo-luhn (moH-tuhn) zee zee (een, es)
How do you want them (it)?

The adjectivesin Table 19.5 give you ways to answer.

Table 19.5 How Would You Like It Prepared?

German Pronunciation English
angebraunt An-guh-bRoynt browned
blutig blew-tiH rare
durchgekocht dewRch-guh-koHt well-done
gedinstet guh-diins-tuht steamed
paniert pah-neeRt breaded
plriert plih-ReeRt pureed

das Omelett dAs om-let omelette
das Spiegelei dAs shpee-guhl-ay fried egg
die Ruhreier dee RiihR-ay-uhR scrambled eggs
hartgekocht hARt-guh-koCHt hard-boiled
pochiert po-sheeRt poached
weichgekocht vayH-guh-koCHt soft-boiled
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Is there anything more frustrating than ordering your favorite food in arestaurant, only to haveit
arrive a your table overcooked, undercooked, too greasy, or over easy instead of scrambled?
Practice expressing what you want—the way you warnt it. It may come in handy when someone dse
is doing the cooking.

Example IchmochtemeineEier _ (soft-boiled).
Answer: Ich méchte meine Eier weichgekocht.

1. Semochtet ihr Steek ~~~ (rare).

2. Hans méchte seinen Fisch _ (breaded).



3. Wir mochten unsere Kartoffeln (pureed).

4. Ich mochte mein Gemtise (steamed).

Spice It Up

If your tongue'sidea of heaven is hot chilies and spicy sasa, German food might seem alittle bland.
Spice things up by asking for seasonings at the loca cafe or grocery store. Table 19.6 provides you

with alist of some common herbs, spices, and condiments.

Table 19.6 Herbs, Spices, and Condiments

German Pronunciation English
das Basilikum dAs bah-zee-lee-koom basil

das Ol dAs 6hl ail

das Oregano dAs O-Rey-gah-no oregano
das Salz dAs zAlts salt

der Dill deyR dil dill

der Essig deyR e-siH vinegar

der Honig deyR hoh-niH honey

der Knoblauch deyR knoh-blouCH garlic

der Meerrettich deyR mey-Re-tiH horseradish
der Pfeffer deyR pfe-fuhR pepper

der Senf deyR zenf mustard

der Zucker deyR tsoo-kuhR sugar

die Butter dee boo-tuhR butter

die Marmelade dee mAR-muh-lah-duh jam

die Mayonnaise dee mah-yoh-nay-zuh mayonnaise

Special Diets
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Do you get little red spots al over your face when you eat strawberries? Are you on the latest



cabbage/ice cream/onion and sdltzer water fad diet? Be prepared to use the following phrases to get

things your way.
German Pronunciation English
Ich bin auf (einer) Diet. iH bin auf (ay-nuhR) dee-eyt | am on adiet.

Ichbin (ein) Vegetarier.

Ich kann nichts essen,
was...enthalt.

Ichkann kein (e, -en)...
essen (trinken).

die Meeresfriichte
die geséttigten Fette

Ich suche nach einem
Cericht mit...

niedrigem Cholesteringehalt

iH bin (ayn) vey-gey-tah-Ree-uhR

iH kAn niHst e-suhn,
vAs...ent-hdlt

iH kAn kayn (uh, -uhn)...
e-suhn (tRin-khn)

dee mey-Ruhs-fRiiH-tuh
dee guh-zd-tiH-tuhn fe-tuh

iH zew-CHuh nACH ay-nuhm
guh-RiHt mit

nee-dRee-guhm
ko-les-tey-Reen-guh-hAlt

I'm avegetarian.

| can't eat anything
with...init.

| can't have...

seaf ood
saturated fats

I'm looking for adish
(thatis)...

low in cholesterol

niedriger Fettgehalt nee-dRee-guhR fet-guh-hAlt low infat

niedriger Natriumgehalt nee-dRee-guhR low in sodium
nA-tRee-oom-guh-hAlt

keine Milchprodukte kayn milH-pRo-dukt non-dairy

salzZfrel zAlts-fRay salt-free

zuckerfrel tsoo-kuhR-fRay sugar-free

Send It Back, Please

Did the dressing you ordered on the side come mixed in with your salad? Did your medium-rare
vedl chop arrive well-done? When you want to send something back, you should be prepared to
explain to your waiter what the problem iswith your food.

Table 19.7 Possible Problems

German Pronunciation English

...ist kalt ist kAlt ...iscold
...ist zu blutig ist tsew blew-tiH ...istoorare
...ist Uberaar ist tih-buhR-oahR ...isoverdone



...istzéh ist tsdh ...istough

(table continued on next page)

Page 207

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

...ist angebrannt ist An-guh-bRAnt ...isburned
...istzu salzig ist tsew zAl-tsiH ...istoo salty
...ist zu stib ist tsew ziihs ...istoo sweet
...ist zu scharf ist tsew shARf ...istoo spicy
...ist verdorben ist veR-doR-buhn ...isspoiled

Good Morning, Say Cheese.

In Germany, cheese often accompanies Wurst as a part of awell-rounded breskfast. Here are some
expressions that will help you order the cheese that is most to your liking.

German Pronunciation English
der Kéase deyR kéh-zuh cheese
mild milt mild
scharf shARf sharp
hart hARt hard
weich vayH soft
wirzig ViiR-tsiH spicy

To ask your waliter if acheeseismild or sharp, say:

Ister...?
Ist er
Isit?



How About Some Strudel, Sweetie?

Do you have a swest tooth? Then your favorite part of the medl is probably the end of it. In
Germany, your sweset tooth will be satisfied (your other teeth may acquire afew extra cavities, if
you're not careful). Cake is normaly eaten around four o'clock in the afternoon for Kaffee (kA-fey),
an early afternoon coffee break. Table 19.8 lists some of the most common desserts.

Table 19.8 Delectable Desserts
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German Pronunciation English

der Apfelstrudel deyR ap-fuhl-shtrew-duhl apple strudel
der Kuchen deyR kew-CHuhn cake

der Obstsalat deyR opst-zah-laht fruit salad
der Pfirsich Melba deyR pfeeR-ziH mel-bah peach Melba

der Schokoladenpudding

die Pfannkuchen

die Rote Griitze

die Sachertorte

die Schwarzwaélder Kirschtorte

die Torte

deyR shoh-koh-lah-duhn-poo-ding

dee pfAn-kew-CHuhn
dee Roh-tuh gRii-tsuh

dee zA-CHuhR-toR-tuh

dee shvARts-vil-duhR keeRsh-toR-tuh

dee toR-tuh

chocolate pudding
crepes (pl.)

berry pudding
chocolate cake

Black Forest cake

pie

If you're an ice cream lover, the following terms will help you get the amount and flavor you want.

das Eis

das Erdbeerels

das Schokoladeneis

des Vanillegis

der Eishecher

dAs ays

dAs eRt-beyR-ays

dAs shoh-koh-lah-den-ays

dAs vah-ni-lee-uh-ays

devR avs-be-HuhR

ice cream

strawberry ice creanr

chocolateice cream

vanillaice crear

dish of ice crear



mit Schlagsahne mit shiAk-zah-nuh with whipped cream

mit Schokoladensaob e mit shoh-koh-lah-den-zoh-suh with chocolate sauce

Drink to Your Health

If you're not awine or a beer drinker, you may want to know how to order certain nonal coholic
beverages with your dinner. Table 19.9 provides you with alist of drinks you might enjoy at any
time before, during, or after dinner.

Table 19.9 Beverages

German Pronunciation English

der Kaffee deyR kA-fey coffee

einen Kaffee mit Milch ay-nuhn kA-fey mit milH acoffee with milk
einen Kaffee mit Zucker ay-nuhn kA-fey mit tsoo-kuhR a coffee with sugar
einen schwarzen Kaffee ay-nuhn shvAr-tsuhn kA-fey ablack coffee

einen entkoffinierten Kaffee ay-nuhn ent-ko-fi-neeR-tuhn kA-fey adecaffeinated coffee
einen Eiskaffee ay-nuhn ays-kA-fey an iced coffee

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

der Tee deyR tey tea

einen Tee mit Zitrone ay-nuhn tey mit tsee-tRoh-nuh ateawith lemon
das Mineralwasser dAs mi-nuh-Rahl-vA-suhR mineral water
ein kohlensdure-haltiges ayn koh-luhn-zoy-Ruh-hAl-ti-guhs  noncarbonated

Can I Have a Doggy Bag?



If weld listened to our parents and alway's egten everything that was on our plates al our lives, we
probably wouldn't be able to fit through the door of arestaurant. It's probably not a bad ideato
leave alittle food on your plate, particularly when the portions are as large as German portions
traditiondly are. If you hate waste, ask the waiter to pack what's left on your plate: Konnen Sie den
Rest einpacken, bitte? (k6-nuhn zee deyn Rest ayn-pA-kuhn, bi-tuh). Other options? Split adish
with your dinner mate. When you want some and not al, use the phrases ein bib chen (ayn
bis-Huhn), etwas (et-vAs), or e@nwenig (ayn vey-nik).

Breakfast in Bed

One of the pleasures of traveling is that you can indulge in ways you might never have alowed
yourself to back home. After aday of heavy-duty sightseeing and a night of disco, tap, or table
dancing, why not fill out one of the request forms for breskfast in bed provided by your deeping
establishment and hang it on your doorknob so that you can lounge around on the terrace in the
morning in a soft, terrycloth robe? Get ataste for what this will fed like when you actudly do it by
filling out the fallowing sample room service request sheet.

Zimmer Nummer

Anzahl der Personen

Gewinschte Uhrzet (zwischen 7 Uhr and 11 Uhr) fir das Frihstiick
Kontinental Frihsttick 25 DM

enhdlt: ein Brotchen, ein Croissant, Kése, Wurgt, Butter, und Marmelade
Kaffee

Tee

Milch (heib)
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Milch (kalt)
heib e Schokolade
SIDE ORDERS
Ruhreier 5DM
Spiegeleier 5DM
gekochte Eier 4ADM
Orangensaft 3DM
Pamplemusensaft 3DM



Perrier 3DM
Evian 2DM

It Was Delicious

Don't keep your satisfaction to yoursalf when you like what you've eaten. To express|joy, pleasure,
amazement, and wonder when ameal has been exceptiond, use the following superlative phrases.

Das Essen war ausgezeichnet!
dAs e-suhn vahR ous-guh-tsayH-nuht
The meal was grest!

Das Stesk war vorziglich!
dAs steyk vahR foR-tsiihk-liH
The stesk was excdllent!

Die Bedienung it grabartig!
dee buh-dee-nung ist gRohs-AR-tiH
The serviceis grest!

The very lagt thing you will need to know is how to ask the waiter for your bill:

Die Rechnung hitte.
dee ReH-noong bi-tuh
The check please.
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Culture Shock

In most German restaurants, das Trinkgeld (tRink-gelf)—the tip—is in-
cluded in the price of the meal (generally 15 percent). 5till, it is common
practice to “round up” the bill. If your bill is DM 10,50, for example, you might
give the waiter 12 or 13 marks, and say, “Es stimmt s0,” the equivalent of “Keep the
change.”

The Least You Need to Know
* Y ou can read a German menu with very little difficulty if you know the right terms and phrases.

* Express your pleasure after amea with German superlatives.
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Chapter 20
Monkey Business

In This Chapter
» Having fun in German

» Extending, accepting, and refusing invitations
» Using adverbs to describe abilities

Y ou've visted tourig attractions, you've strolled through quiet parks, and you've bought souvenirs
for your friends back home. The meals you've eaten have been ddicious. Now that both your
appetite and your curiosity have been satisfied, you want to have alittle fun.

It's up to you. Do you fed like going to the movies? Like playing some tennis? Like shoating alittle
pool? Like hearing some live jazz? Perhgps you want to dress up and find a casino and try your luck
at fortuneswhed. After reading this chapter, you'l be ready to try dmost anything, to brag about
your taents and skills, and to invite someone to join you for adrink, astroll, or a night on the town.

Are You a Sports Fan?

Whatever your sport, you will probably be able to participate in it while in Germany (if your favorite
sports are spectator sports, you're in luck—soccer is the nationa favorite).
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In the following sections, you will learn the terms for many sports, where these sports are played,
and how to tell someone which games you enjoy.

What's Your Game?



Even those who claim to detest spectator sports have a game they play or used to play that is close
to their hearts. No doubt you can find &t least one game you enjoy playing out of those listed in

Table 20.1.

Table 20.1 Sports

German Pronunciation English
Billiard spielen bee-lee-ahRt shpee-luhn to play billiards
Tennis spielen te-nis shpee-luhn to play tennis

Federball spielen feh-duhR-bAl shpee-luhn to play badminton
Basketball spielen bAs-ket-bAl shpee-luhn to play basketball
Schach spielen shACHshpee-luhn to play chess
bergsteigen beRk-shtay-guhn to mountain climb
radfahren Rat-fah-Ruhn to bicycle

angeln An-geln tofish

Handball spielen hant-bAl shpee-luhn to play handball
wandern vAn-duhRn to hike

reiten Ray-tuhn to ride horseback
Rollschuhlaufen Rol-shew-lou-fuhn toroller-skate
skifahren skee-fah-Ruhn to ski

Wasserski laufen vA-suhR-skee lou-fuhn to water ski
segeln sey-guhln to sail
schwimmen shvi-muhn to swim

To say that you enjoy a sport, use the congtruction:
Ich + conjugated verb + gern.

Ich schwimme gern.
iH shvi-muh geRn
I like to swim.

For sports that are made up of anoun and averb (Rollschuhlaufen, Wasserski laufen) use the
following congruction:



Ich + conjugated verb + gern + noun.

Ich laufe gern Wasserski.
iH lou-fuh geRn vA-suhR-skee

| liketo water i.

Where to Play Your Game.
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Have you ever tried to play agame of basketball on a soccer field? Or agame of tennisin aboxing
ring? Can you imagine water-skiing in a swimming pool ? If you're stranded in a German-spesking
country and you're determined to play your game, you can probably figure out away to play it
anywhere—or you can make life easy on yourself and memorize the expressionsin Table 20.2.

Table 20.2 Where to Go

German Pronunciation English

der Fubballplatz deyR fews-bAl-plAts soccer field
der Sportplatz deyR shpoRt-plAts playing field

der Basketballplatz
das Gebirge

das Sportstadion
das Swimmbad

der Tennisplatz
der Boxring

die Skipiste

die Sporthalle

die Autorennbahn

deyR bAs-ket-bAl-plAts
dAs guh-beeR-guh

dAs shpoRt-shtah-dee-on
dAs shvim-baht

deyR te-nis-plAts

deyR boxRing

dee skee-pis-tuh

dee shpoRt-hA-luh

dee ou-toh-Ren-bahn

basketball court
mountain

sport stadium
Swimming pool
tennis court
boxing arena
ski slope
gymnasium

car racing track

Now put what you've learned to use by filling in the blanks with the appropriate vocabulary.

Example: Tennis spideich auf dem

Answer: Tennis gpieleich auf dem Tennigplatz.

1. Ich wandere am liebsten im

2. Fubball spidlen wir auf dem



3. Zum Skifahren, geheich auf die

4. Anna schwimmt gernim
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Express Your Desire with Mogen

Y ou've looked a modalsin the present tense in Chapter 16. To tell someone that you'd like to do
something, use the verb mégen (moh-guhn) inthe subjunctive mood: ich mochte (iH moH-tuh),
conjugated in Table 20.3. Thisis the equivalent of saying “I would like.”

Table 20.3 The Verb mégen in the Subjunctive

Person Singular English Plural English

First ich mdchte I would like wir mochten wewould like
iH moH-tuh veeR moH-tuhn

Second du méchtest you would like ihr mochtet you would like
dew méH-test eeR moH-tuht

(Forma) Sie mdchten Sie méchten
zee moH-tuhn zee moH-tuhn

Third er, sie, esmachte he, she, it sie mdchten they would like
eR, zee, es moH-tuh ~ would like zee moH-tuhn

Now seeif you canfill in the blanks with the appropriate form of mdagen.
Example Ich_ Fubbdl spiden.

Answer: Ich méchte Fubbdl spielen.

1. Er Wasserski laufen.

2. Anne bergsteigen.

3. Wir wandern.

4, Franz und Klara reiten.

Extending an Invitation

If you are traveling done, or if your co-traveler sarts snoring in his or her chair after lunch, you may
need to find someone to play your favorite sport with (unless you're one of those rare individuas
who gets an adrendine rush from solitaire).

Before you invite someone, you should probably find out if he or she enjoys engaging in whatever



activity you're about to propose. Use the verb mdgen in the subjunctive with the following
congtruction:

Mochten Sie or méchtest du + sport

Mochten Sie bergsteigen?
moH-tuhn zee beRk-shtay-guhn
Would you like to go mountain dimbing?
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Maochtest du Tennis spiden?
moH-test dew te-nis shpee-luhn
Would you like to play tennis?

Accepting an Invitation

Not only is accepting an invitation away to show the natives you're friendly—you'll probably end up
having agreat timeif you do! Whether it's aromantic dinner, a doubles tennis match, or Smply a
wak in the park, the following phrases will help you gracefully accept any invitation.

German Pronunciation English

Selbstverstandlich. zelpst-feR-shtdint-liH Of course.
Natdrlich. nah-tiR-1iH Naturally.
Warum nicht? vah-Room niHt Why not?

Ja, dasist eine gute Idee.
Wenn du (Sie) willst (wollen).

Fantastisch.

yah, dAs ist ay-nuh gew-tuh ee-dey
ven dew (zee) vilst (vo-luhn)

fAn-tAs-tish

Y es, that'sagood idea.
If you like.

Fantastic.

Refusing an Invitation—Making Excuses

Of course, if you dways say yesto invitations, you probably won't have any time left for yoursdlf. In
fact, if you love traveling, chances are you aso enjoy spending time aone in museums, cathedrals,
cafés, arports, and deeping compartments on atrain. It may be just asimportant for you to learn
how to gracefully refuse an invitation (especidly to someone's degping compartment on atrain!) asit
isfor you to learn how to gracefully accept one. Sooner or later, you'l probably find the following

phrases ussful.

German

Pronunciation

English

Dasist unmdalich.

dAs ist oon-mok-liH

That's impossible.



~

Nein, ich habe keine Lust. nayn, iH hah-buh kay-nuh loost ~ No, | don't fed likeit.

Nein, ich habe keine Zeit. nayn, iH hah-buh kay-nuh tsayt ~ No, | have no time.
Es tut mir Leid. es toot meeR layt I'm sorry.
Ich bin mude. iH bin miih-duh I'mtired.
Ich bin beschéftigt. iH bin buh-shdf-tiHt I'm busy.
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Showing Indecision and Indifference

Y our best buddy asks you if you want to go rollerskating. Y ou haven't rollerskated since you were
nine and figure you'l look like ajerk trying, but you're a good sport, so you shrug and let him know
itsdl the sameto you. Try afew of these useful phrasesto show your indifference (and if you're
lucky hell catch on that you'd redlly rather watch cheese grow mold than rollerskate).

German Pronunciation English

Dasist mir egal. dAs ist meeR ey-gahl It makes no difference to me.
Was du willst. vAs dew vilst Whatever you'd like.

Ich weiss nicht. iH vays niHt | don't know.

Vidleicht. fee-layHt Maybe.

Do You Accept or Refuse?

If you know how to tell someone which sports you like, chances are you'll be asked to play sooner
or later. Now seeif you can use what you've learned in this chapter to accept and refuse invitations.
Give the German for the following sentences.

Example: Would you like to play tennis? No, | dont fed likeit.
Answer: Mdochten Sie Tennis spielen? Nein, ich habe keine Lugt.
1. Would you like to play basketball? Y es, that's a good idea.

2. Would you like to hike? No, I'm tired.

3. Would you like to play soccer? Why not?

4. Would you like to fish? No, | don't have the time.



Let's Do Something Else

There are many reliable ways of having agood time, and new ways are being invented every day. If
gports aren't your thing, you may want to suggest some other kind of activity. To tell someone that
you would like to go to the opera, you might say:

Ich mbchte in die Oper gehen.
iH moH-tuh in dee oh-puhR gey-huhn

I would like to go the opera.

If you'd like to go the movies, you could say:

Ich mdchte ins Kino gehen.
iH moH-tuh ins kee-noh gey-huhn
I'd like to go to the movies.
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The phrasesin Table 20.4 provide you with everything you need for making creetive suggestions.

Table 20.4 Places to Go and Things to Do

Place

English

Activity

English

in die Oper gehen
in dee oh-puhR gey-huhn

zum Strand gehen
tsoom stRAnt gey-huhn

in die Diskotek gehen
in dee dis-koh-teyk
gey-huhn

ins Ballet gehen
ins bA-let gey-huhn

ins Kasino gehen
ins kah-zee-noh
gey-huhn

ins Kino gehen
ins kee-noh gey-huhn

ins Theater gehen

ins tey-ah-tuhR gey-huhn

ins Konzert gehen
ins kon-tseRt cev-huhn

to go to the opera

to go to the beach

to go to the discoteque

to go to the ballet

to go to the casino

to go to the movies

to go to the theater

to go to aconcert

die Musik horen
dee mew-zeek hoh-Ruhn

schwimmen, sich sonnen
shvi-muhn, siH zo-nuhn

tanzen
tAn-tsuhn

die Tanzer anschauen
dee tin-tsuhR
An-shou-uhn

spielen
shpee-luhn

einen Film sehen
ay-nuhn film zey-huhn

ein Theaterstlick sehen
ayn tey-ah-tuhR-shtiik
zey-huhn

ein Orchester horen

avn oR-kes-tuhR hoh-Ruhn

to listen to music
toswim, tolie
inthe sun

to dance

to watch

the dancers

to play

to seeamovie

to seeaplay

to hear aconcert



(S v

zu Hause bleiben to stay at home meditieren to meditate
tsoo hou-zuh blay-buhn me-dee-tee-Ruhn

Entertaining Options

Sometimes, after the shops and the restaurants, the Sightseeing and the sweating, there's nothing
better than an evening a home gitting in front of the televison with aglass of milk in one hand and a
plate of cookiesin the other. There are many entertaining ways to Soend an afternoon. Y ou could go
to the locad movie theater (if it's not too far away), or cozy up to the televison with the
Fernsehzeitung (feRn-zey-tsay-toong, the German TV Guide). In the following sections, you will
learn some important entertainment vocabulary.
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At the Movies and on TV

If your televison has cable, you can put the plate of cookies down and flip through the movie guide
to see what's showing. If your tdevison hasaVCR, you may want to rent amovie. The different
kinds of movies and shows are listed for you in Table 20.5. If you're a a hotd and are too lazy to
figure out what'son TV, be a pest. Call the reception desk and ask:

Was gibt esim Fernsehen?
vAs gipt es im feRn-zey-huhn
What'son TV?

Weche Art von Flm gibt es?
vel-Huh Art fon film gipt es
What kind of filmisit?

Table 20.5 Television Programs and Movies

German Pronunciation English

der Abenteuerfilm deyR ah-ben-toy-uhR-film adventure film
die Komddie dee koh-méoh-dee-uh comedy

der Dokumentarfilm deyR doh-kew-men-tAR-film documentary
das Drama dAs dRah-mah drama

der Horrorfilrr deyR ho-Ror-film horror movie
der Krimi deyR kRee-mee thriller

die Liebesoeschichte dee lee-bes-cuh-shiH-tuh love storv



~ o s

die Nachrichten dee nACH-RiH-tuhn news

die Seifenoper dee zay-fuhn-oh-puhR soap opera
der Spidfilm deyR shpeel-film feature film
der Wetterbericht deyR ve-tuhR-buh-RiHt weather
der Zeichentrickfilm deyR tsay-Huhn-tRik-film cartoon

At a Concert.

If you go to a concert in Germany, you'll certainly want to express how you fed about it afterward
to one of your friends. In Germany, asin America, when referring to the cdlligt, or to the pianist, you
can Smply refer to the ingrument: “The cdllo was exceptiond,” or Das Cello war
aubergewohnlich (dAs che-loh vAR ou-suhR-guh-vohn-liH). Table 20.6 lists the most common
musicd ingruments.
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Table 20.6 Musical Instruments

German Pronunciation English
das Akkordeon dAs A-koR-de-ohn accordion
das Cello dAs che-loh cdlo

die Geige dee gay-guh vialin
dieKlarinette dee klah-Ree-ne-tuh clarinet
die Trommel dee tRo-mel drunr

die Pauke dee pou-kuh bass drum
die Posaune dee po-sou-nuh trombone
das Schlagzeug dAs shldk-tsoyk drums

die Flote dee floh-tuh flute

die Gitarre dee gee-tA-Ruh guitar

die Harfe dee hAR-fuh harp
dasHorn dAs hoRn horn

die Oboe dee oh-boh-uha oboe



dasKlavier dAs klA-veeR piano

das Saxophon dAs zak-soh-fohn saxophone
die Trompete dee tRom-pey-tuh trumpet
die Mundharmonika dee moont-hAR-moh-nee-kah mouth organ

Expressing Your Opinion

When you enjoy afilm or a concert, you can express your enjoyment by using the following phrases:

German Pronunciation English

Ich liebe den Film/ iH lee-buh deyn film/ I lovethefilm/
das Konzert! dAs kon-tseRt the concert!
Esist ein guter Film/ es ist ayn gew-tuhR film/ Itisagood film/
ein gutes Konzert. ayn gew-tuhs kon-tseRt agood concert.
Er ist amisant. eR ist ah-miih-zAnt It isamusing.
Er ist spannend. eR ist shpA-nuhnt Itisexciting.
Esist bewegend. es ist buh-vey-guhnt It is moving.
Er/esist orginell. eR/es ist oR-gee-nel Itisoriginal.
Er/esist interessant. eR/es ist in-tey-Re-sAnt Itisinteresting.
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If you found the film or show disgppointing, use any of these phrases to show your disgpprova:

German Pronunciation English

Ich hasse den Film/ iH hA-suh deyn film/ | hate the film/

das Konzert. dAs kon-tseRt the concert.

Er/esist schlecht. eR/es ist shleHt Itisbad.

Er/esist absoluter Schrott. eR/es ist ap-soh-lew-tuhR shRot  total garbage.

Esist immer wieder das es ist i-muhR vee-duhR It isalways the same thing.

gleiche. dAs glay-Huh




Adverbs: Modifying Verbs

Adverbs are used to modify verbs or adjectives. Y ou can use them to describe how well, how
badly, or in what way something is done, asin, “He plays the piano wonderfully,” or, “I swim
amazingly well.” In English, adverbs are formed by adding the ending -ly to adjectives, resulting in
words like happily, quickly, dowly, moderately, and so on.

What's What
Adverbs Words
used to modify
verbs or adjec-
tives.

In German, almogt al adjectives can be used as adverbs. There are many words that are only
adverbs, however—words such as dort (doRt), or “there,” and hier (heeR), or “here” The only
adverbs with endings are the ones that appear in the comparative and superlative forms. To form the
comparative of adverbs, add -er to the adverb: Der Abenteuerfilm ist spannender als die
Dokumentation. To form the superlative, add am before the superlative and -sten to the adverb:
Der Abenteuerfilm ist am spannendsten.

The best way to understand the difference between adverbs and adjectives isto compare sentences
using the same word, first as an adjective, and then as an adverb.

Boris Becker ist ein guter Tennisspider. (adj.)
bo-Ris be-keR ist ayn gew-tuhR te-nis-shpee-luhR
Boris Becker isagood tennis player.

Ich kann auch gut spiden. (adv.)
iH kAn ouH gewt shpee-luhn
| can dso play well.

In der Disko hort man nur laute Musik. (adj.)
in deyR dis-koh hoRt mAn newR lou-tuh mew-seek
In the disco you only hear loud music.

Das Orchester spidlt das Stiick vid zu laut. (adv.)
dAs oR-kes-tuhR shpeelt dAs shtiik feel tsew lout
The orchestra plays the piece far too loudly.
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fis a Rule

The word “adverb” implies its principal function—which is to be
added to, or to modify, a verb. But don’t let the name foal you.
Adverbs can also modify adjectives, as they do in the following sentences:

Das Friihstiick war sehr gut.
dAs [RitH-shfiik vAR seyR gewt
The breakfast was very good.

Seine Geschichte war htchst langweilig,
say-nuh guh-shiH-tuh vAR hiCHst IAnk-vay-liH
His story was very boring.

Adverbs That Are What They Are

Although most adjectives can be used as adverbs, there are many words that can be used only as
adverbs. In Table 20.7 you will find alist of these common adverbs (that do not double as

adjectives).

Table 20.7 Plain Old Adverbs

German Pronunciation English
anschliebend An-shlee-suhnt then, afterward
bald bAlt soon

da dA there

danach dA-nahCH then

dort doRt there

endlich ent-liH at last

frih [fRiih early

ganz gAnts quite, entirely
gelegentlich gey-ley-get-liH occasionally
gestern ges-tuhRn yesterday
heute hoy-tuh today

hier heeR here

immer i-muhR aways

jetzt yetst now
manchmal mAnH-mahl sometimes



nie nee never

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
noch noCH still

nur nuR only

oft oft often
plétzlich plots-liH suddenly
sehr seyR very

seit sayt since
sofort soh-foRt immediately
spat shpdht late
zusammen tsew-sA-muhn together

Here are some sample sentences using these adverbs:

Heute spiden wir FLb bal.
hoy-tuh shpee-luhn veeR fews-bAl
Today we play soccer.

Ich mochte sofort ins Schwimbad gehen.
iH m6éH-tuh zo-foRt ins shvim-bAt gey-huhn
I'd like to go into the swvimming pool immediately.

Position of Adverbs

Fage 224



fichtung
The adverb of place
HIOrgen means tomor-
row. Der Morgen, however,
means “the moming.” To
T gay tomorrow morning,
however, you do not say mor-

gen Morgen (it is redundant);
instead, modify the adverb
morgen with the adverb frih:
Wir gehen morgen frith nach
Hause. (We're going to the
house tomorrow morning.)

Brace yoursdf: Y ou're not through with adverbs yet. Adverbs can be divided into categories. The
most common categories of adverbs are time, manner, and place. Heute in Sie geht heute ins Kino
(zee geyt hoy-tuh ins kee-noh), or, “Today she goesto the movies,” uses an adverbs of time;
langsam in the sentence Er lduft langsam (eR loyft lang-sahm), or, “Heruns dowly,” isan
adverb of manner; Hier in Hier fiihle ich mich wie zu Hause (heeR fiih-luh iH miH vee tsew
hou-zuh), or, “1 fed a home here,” is an adverb of place. So what happens when you have a
number of different adverbsin one sentence? How do you know which adverb to put where? All
you have to remember isthis TeMPo. Adverbsof time comefirst. Adverbs of manner next. Ther
come adverbs of place.

Er fahrt heute mit dem Fahrrad dorthin. (time, place)
eR fahRt hoy-tuh mit deym fah-rAt doRt-hin
He drives there today on his bicycle.

If there are two adverbs of the same type in a sentence, the more genera adverb precedes the more
Specific adverb:
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Er fahrt morgen um 8 Uhr dorthin. (generd time, specific time, place)
eR fahRt moR-guhn oom ACHt ewR doRt-hin
He drives there a eight o'clock tomorrow morning.

How Well Do You Do Things?

Now you're ready to use adverbs to describe your stunning abilities. Table 20.8 contains some
common adverbs (all of which, incidentally, can be used as adjectives) that you can use to tell
someone how good (or bad) you are at doing something.

Table 20.8 Common Adverbs for Describing Abilities

German Pronunciation English

schnell shnel fast



langsam [Ank-sahm slow

gut gewt good
schlecht shleHt bad
ausgezeichnet aus-guh-tsayH-nuht excellent
schrecklich shRek-IiH terribly
grauenhaft gRou-en-hAft horribly

Just How Good Are You at Adverbs?

Areyou agood cook? How well do you sing? Can you run for miles, or are you a good sprinter?
How well do you dance? Tdl how well you perform the following activities by using adverbs.

Example: (Deutsch sprechen) Ich spreche Deutsch langsam.
1. tanzer

2. Klavier spiden

3. kochen

4. Golf spiden

The Least You Need to Know
* The verb spielen is used to express participation in a sport.
* The verbs mégen and wollen can be used in extending, accepting, and refusing invitations.

* Adverbs are words that modify verbs, but they aso can be used to modify adjectives. In German,
most adverbs aso can function as adjectives.
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PART 4
ANGST

Unfortunately, life isn't all fun and games. In this section, you'll be introduced to many useful
terms. You'll learn how to express everything from the kind of haircut you want to the kinds
of aches and pains you have (along with their locations on your body).



TOES AMYEQDY
SPEAK ENGUSH
AROOND HERE 7
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Chapter 21
Dealing with a Bad Hair Day, an Empty Camera, a Broken Watch,
and Blisters



in This Chapter
¥ Personal services
¥ [Problems and solutions

» Comparing and contrasting

Y ou've been edting, buying things, watching TV—having, to put it mildly, agood old time. And then,
al of asudden, the problems gtart. Y ou've stained your favorite sk shirt, you have an ingrown
toenail, your shoes have worn down so much that you can actualy fed the city streets through the
soles when you walk! And that's not al. Y esterday, you sat on your glasses and broke one of the
lenses, you ripped the hem of your jacket on adoor handle, and you lost your address book. Don't
worry. Everything you need isjust afew blocks—or perhaps even just a phone call—away. By the
end of this chapter, dl your problemswill be taken care of.

My Hair Needs Help, Now!

Is your perm coming out? Are your roots showing? Maybe you just want to return to your native
land with a new do. Whatever your reasons for wanting to venture into a hair salon, you will need to
have the basic vocabulary to get your hair Syled just so.
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Beautify Yourself

In Germany, der Friseur-Salon (deyR fRee-z6hR-zah-lon), or hairdresser, is generaly for both
men and women. When awoman goes to get her hair done, she says, Ich gehe zum Friseur (iH
gey-huh tsoom fRee-z6hR). 1f you want specia services such as pedicures, manicures, or facids,
you would go to abeauty salon: Ich gehe zum Kosmetiksalon (iH gey-huh tsoom



kosmey-tik-sah-lohn).
To get what you want, begin your requests to the beauty consultant with the following phrase:

Ich héite gern...
iH hd-tuh geRn
| would like...

Most sdons provide the services listed in Table 21.1.

Table 21.1 Hair Care

German Pronunciation English
eine Ténung ay-nuh téh-noong atint

ein Haarschnitt (m.) ayn hahR-shnit ahaircut
eine Dauerwelle (f.) ay-nuh dou-uhR-ve-luh aperm
eine Farbung (f.) ay-nuh fiR-boong acoloring
eine Pedikre (f.) ay-nuh pey-dee-kiih-Ruh apedicure
eine Gesichtsmassage (f.) ay-nuh guh-ziHts-mA-sah-juh afacia
eine Haarwasche (f.) ay-nuh hahR-vd-shuh a shampoo
eine Manikure (f.) ay-nuh mA-nee-kiih-Ruh amanicure

The aticle following the phrase ich hdtte gern should be in the accusative case. To let someone
know you'd like a haircut, say:

Ich hétte gern einen Haarschnitt.
iH hd-tuh geRn ay-nuhn hahR-shnit
I'd like ahaircut.

Another way of getting services in a beauty salon is by using the subjunctive tense of the verb
konnen. Table 21.2 lists some phrases using konnen in the subjunctive to help you make requests.
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Table 21.2 Other Services

German Pronunciation English

Koénnten Sie mir bitte den kon-tuhn zee meeR bi-tuh deyn  Could you please cut my
Ponv zurechtschneiden? po-nee tsew-ReHt-shnav-duhn ~ banas?



s

Koénnten Sie mir bitte die
Haare glétten?

Konnten Sie mir bitte die
Haare fonen?

P v

kon-tuhn zee meeR bi-tuh dee
hah-Ruh glii-tuhn

kon-tuhn zee meeR bi-tuh dee
hah-Ruh foh-nuhn

~

Could you please straighten
my hair?

Could you please blow-dry
my hair?

Expressing Your Preferences

Getting ahaircut in aforeign country istruly abrave thing to do because—let's face it—it's hard
enough to get the kind of haircut you want when both you and your hairdresser spegk the same
language. The phrasesin Table 21.3 might help.

Table 21.3 Hairstyles

German Pronunciation English

lang lAng long
mittellang mi-tuhl-IAng medium length
kurz kooRs short

gewdl |t guh-velt wavy

lockig lo-kiH curly

glatt glAt straight

stufig shtew-fiH layered
geflochten guh-floCH-tuhn braided
schwarz shvARts black
kastanienbraun kAs-tah-nee-uhn-bRoun auburn

rot Roht red

in einer dunkleren Farbe in ay-nuhR doonk-luh-Ruhn fAR-buh in adarker color

in einer helleren Farbe

in der gleichen Farbe

in ay-nuh he-luh-Ruhn fAR-buh

in deyR glay-Huhn fAR-buh

inalighter color

in the same color

There may be certain beauty products, chemicals, or lotions that you're adlergic to. Or perhaps you
can't abide certain smells. Do you detest the way most hair spray leaves your hair feding like straw?
If you don't like certain hair care products, speak up. Begin your request to the hairdresser with
ether of the following phrases:



Ich mochte kein(-, -en)....
iH méH-tuh kayn(-uh, -uhn)
| don't want any....

Bitte, benutzen Se kein(-e, -en)....
bi-tuh, buh-noot-tsuhn zee kayn(-uh, -uhn)
Please, don't use....
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German Pronunciation English
das Haargel dAs hahR-geyl gel

das Haarspray dAs hahR-spRay hair spray
das Shampoo dAs shAm-pew shampoo
der Haarschaum deyR hahR-shoum mousse
dieHaarlotion dee hahR-loh-tseeohn lotion

die Pflegespiilung dee pfley-guh-shpiih-loonk conditioner
I Need Help

There will undoubtedly be times, particularly if you take what you've learned of the German language
and venture into a German-speaking country, when you will find yourself in need of a hdping hand.
The problem is, how do you get this helping hand to help you? The sections that follow will help you
prepare yoursdf for those situations you are bound to encounter at the dry cleaners, at the

laundromeat, at the shoemaker, and so on.

Help!

When you have minor problems—a stain, a broken shoelace, aripped contact lens—which occur in
auniverse where chaos seemsto digpe what little order there is, you will find the following phrases

usful.

Um wievid Uhr 6ffnen Se?
oom vee-feel ewR of-nuhn zee
What time do you open?

Um wievid Uhr schlieben Se?

oom vee-feel ewR shlee-suhn zee
At what time do you close?

An welchen Tagen haben Sie gedffnet (geschlossen)?



An vel-Huhn tah-guhn hah-buhn zee guh-of-net (guh-shlo-suhn)
What days are you open (closed)?

Page 233

Konnen Se mein(-e, -en)...reparieren?
Ko-nuh zee mayn(-uh, -uhn)...Re-pah-Ree-Ruhn
Canyou fix my...for me?

Konnen Seihn (es, se) heute reparieren?
Konuh zee een (es, zee) hoy-tuh Re-pah-Ree-Ruhn
Can you fix it (them) today?

Kann ich bitte eine Quittung bekommen?
kAn iH bi-tuh ay-nuh kvi-toong buh-ko-muhn
Can | have areceipt, please?

At the Dry Cleaner's—in der Wiischerei

Y ou wake up in the morning after what must have been awild night (you are fully dressed, shoes Hlill
on, tie loosaly knotted). Y ou can't remember anything that happened from the moment you started
cha-cha dancing on your table after the third round of drinks, but you begin to make out traces of
lipstick, chocolate sauce, and wine on the front of your shirt. Whatever happened, you don't want to
remember it now—mnot in the midst of amigraine headache.

Why not take your shirt to the cleaner's, and wash the whole night away? The person helping you
will probably ask you something like, “Wo liegt das Problem (vo leekt dAs pRo-blem)?” Knowing
how to explain your problem and ask for the necessary type of serviceis crucid.

Das Hemd it schmutzig.
dAs hempt ist shmoot-sik
Thedhirtisdirty.

Mir fehlt en Knopf.

meeR feylt ayn knopf
I'm missing a button.

Ich habe eine Loch in meiner Hose.
iH hah-buh ay-nuh loH in may-nuhR hoh-zuh
| have aholein my pants.

Daist ein Hecken.
dA ist ayn fle-kuhn
Therésadain.

Y ou've explained the problem. Now you must be clear about what you want done to correct it. Try
these phrases:
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Konnen Sie diese(-s, -n)...fur mich reinigen, bitte?
ké-nuh zee dee-suh(-s, -n)...fiilhR miH ray-ni-guhn, bi-tuh
Can you clean this (these) for me, please?

Konnen Se diese(-s, -n)...fur mich blgen, bitte?
ké-nuh zee dee-suh(-s, -n)...fiihR miH biih-guhln, bi-tuh
Can you iron this (these) for me, please?

Konnen Sie diese(-s, -n)...fur mich stérken, bitte?
ké-nuh zee dee-suh(-s, -n)...fiihr miH shtiR-kuhn, bi-tuh
Can you gtarch this (these) for me, please?

Konnen Sie diese(-s, -n)...fur mich ndhen bitte?
ko-nuh zee dee-suh(-s, -n)...fiihR miH nédh-huhn, bi-tuh
Can you saw this (these) for me, please?

At the Laundromat—im Waschsalon

If the laundry that has piled up in the corner of your hotel room is made up of basic, run-of-the-mill
dirty clothes, you may want to stuff them into a bag and wander the city streetsin search of the
nearest laundromat. These phrases will be of use to you in your search:

Ich suche einen Waschsdon.

iH zew-Huh ay-nuhn vash-sah-lohn
I'm looking for alaundromat.

Ich habe vid dreckige Wésche,
iH hah-buh feel dRe-ki-guh vi-shuh
| have alot of dirty clothes.

Ich mdchte meine Wasche waschen lassen.
iH méH-tuh may-nuh vé-shuh vA-shuhn [A-suhn
| want to have my clothes washed.

Weé che Waschmaschine kann ich benutzen?
vel-Huh vAsh-mA-shee-nuh kAn iH buh-noo-tsuhn
Which washing machine can | use?

Welcher Trockner it frei?
vel-HuhR tRok-nuhR ist fRay
Which dryer isfreeto use?

Wo kann ich Waschpulver kaufen?
vo kAn iH vAsh-pool-vuhR kou-fuhn
Where can | buy laundry sogp?
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At the Shoemaker's—beim Schuster

Did both hed's snap off of your favorite leather boots? Have you been walking so much that you
have worn the soles of your shoes away, the way the princess does in the fairy tae by the Gebriider
Grimm? Perhapsyou Smply want to be able to see your smiling face reflected in your polished
patent leather dress shoes as you bend down to pick up alucky pfennig from the Sdewak.
Whatever your reasons for vigting your loca shoemaker, the following phrases will help you make
your desires clear.

Konnen Sie...fur mich reparieren?
ko-nuhn zee...fiihR miH rey-pah-ree-Ruhn
Canyou fix...for me?

diese Schuhe dee-suh shew-huh these shoes

diese Stiefel dee-suh shtee-fuhl these boots

diesen Absatz dee-suhn ap-zats this hed

diese Sohle dee-suh zoh-luh thissole
Haben See Schniirsenke ?

hah-buhn zee shniiR-zen-kuhl
Do you have shoe laces?

Konnen Sie meine Schuhe putzen, bitte?
ké-nuhn zee may-nuh shew-huh poot-zuhn, bi-tuh
Can you polish my shoes, please?

I Need These Shoes

Your clothes are filthy. You best dressis ripped. Y our shoes are awreck. The hedls are worn down
and the shoes themsdlves are encrusted with mud. Y ou have a party to go to later in the evening!
What should you do? Y ou can start by using what you've learred to trandate the following
sentences into German.

Example: Can you fix these shoes for me?
Answer: Konnen Sie deise Schuhe fur mich reparieren?
1. I'mlooking for alaundromat.

2. Can you dry clean this dress for me?



3. What time do you close?

4. Can you polish my shoes, please?
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At the Optometrist's—beim Optiker

Almost everyone with less than perfect vison has had the unfortunate experience of looking for
hours for afavorite (and only) pair of glasses. Findly you plop yourself down on the sofa, frustrated
and exhaugted, to the muffled (but no less ominous) sound of breaking glass. If you happen to Sit on
your glasses while in Deutschland, these phrases may come in handy:

Konnen Se diese Brille reparieren, bitte?
Ko-nuhn zee dee-zuh bRi-luh Rey-pah-Ree-Ruhn, bi-tuh
Can you repair these glasses for me, please?

Das Glass (das Gestell) ist zerbrochen.
dAs glAs (dAs guh-shtel) ist tseR-bRo-CHuhn
The lens (the frame) is broken.

Konnen Sie diese Kontaktlinsen ersetzen.
ko-nuhn zee dee-zuh kon-tAkt-lin-zuh eR-ze-tsuhn
Can you replace these contact lenses?

Verkaufen Sie Sonnenbrillen?
feR-kou-fuhn zee zo-nuhn-bRi-luhn
Do you sl sunglasses?

At the Jeweler's—beim Juwelier.

Has your watch stopped? If you want to catch your train and plane on time, you may want to have
your watch repaired. Try these phrases when you're a the jewders:

Meine Armbanduhr ist kapuit.
may-nuh ARm-bAnt-ewR ist kA-poot
My waich is broken.

Konnen Sie diese Armbanduhr reparieren?
kénuhn zee dee-zuh ARm-bAnt-ewR Re-pah-Ree-Ruhn
Can you repair this watch?

Meine Armbanduhr lauft zu schnell (langsam).
may-nuh ARm-bAnt-ewR loyft tsew shnel (IAng-sAm)
My watch isfast (dow).

Verkaufen Se Baterien?
feR-kou-fuhn zee bah-tuh-Ree-uhn



Do you sl betteries?
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Time Flies

Y our watch is broken and you are due to meet afriend later in the day. Stop by ajewdry storein
Zirich and explain your problem to the jeweler. Be specific about the kind of repair you want.

At the Camera Shop—bei das Fotogeschiift

If you lost or forgot your camera, or if you Smply need to buy some film, you will probably want to
pay avidgt to a camera shop. Here are some phrases that may come in handy:

Ich brauche einen Fotoaparat. iH bRou-Huh ayn | need a camera.
foh-toh-ah-pah-Raht

Ich brauche eine Videokamera. iH bRou-Huh ayn | need avideo camera.
vee-dee-oh-kah-muhR-a

Haben Se Farbfilme hah-buhn zee Do you have color
(Schwarzweibfilm) mit 20 (36) JARp-fil-muh (black-and-white) film
Photos? (shvARts-vays-film) with 20 (36) exposures?

mit 20 (36) foh-tos

Konnen Sie diesen FIm ko-nuhn zee dee-zuhn ~ Canyou develop this
entwicken, bitte? film ent-vi-kuhln, film, please?
bi-tuh

I Need a New Camera

If the sun has been shining for weeks and you're looking gorgeous and the photographs that your
wife, hushand, friend, or companion have been taking of you just aren't coming out right, you may
need a new camera. Walk into the nearest camera shop and tell the photo assistant what you need.
Don't forget to order afew rolls of film.

Help, I Lost My Passport!

There are agreat number of trids and tribulations you may undergo while traveling. Why not
familiarize yoursdf with the vocabulary you will need to handle them before they occur? Here are a
few common anggt-inducing situations you should be prepared for and the phrases you will need to
get through them.



Woid...?

vo ist

Whereis...?
das Polizeamt dAs poh-li-tsay-Amt the police sation
das amerikanische dAs ah-mey-Ree-kah-ni-shuh ~ the American consulate
Konsulat kon-zew-laht
die amerikanische dee ah-mey-Ree-kah-ni-shuh the American Embassy
Botschaft bot-shAft
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Ich habe...verlorer
iH hah-buh...feR-loh-Ruhn

| havelodt...
meinen Peb (m.) may-nuhn pAs my passport
mein Portemonaie (n.) mayn poRt-moh-ney my wallet

meine Handtasche (f.) may-nuh hAnt-tA-shuh ~ my purse

Hdfen Semir, hitte.
hel-fuhn zee meeR, bi-tuh
Help me, please.

Ich brauche einen Dolmetcher.
iH bRou-Huh ay-nuhn dol-met-HuhR
| need an interpreter.

Spricht jemand hier Englisch?
shpRiHt yeh-mAnt heeR eng-lish
Does anyone here spesk English?

Comparison Shopping

Just because you're in aforeign country doesn't mean you shouldn't shop around. Whether it'sa



hotel, ajewdry store, aclothing Store, or atrain station, ask about prices. Then go to the
competition and ask about their prices. Find out who offers the best deal, and (a person would be
anidiot not to) takeit!

Adverbs and Adjectives Compared

What's What
Positive form The
form in which ad-
verbs or adjectives
appear normally,
before they have taken any
endings.

Comparative form The
“more” form adjectives and
adverbs take when compared,

Superlative form The “most”
form adjectives and adverbs
take when they are compared.

When you are explaining to someone why you bought this here and that there, you will have to know
how to use adjectives and adverbs to compare things. Adverbs and adjectives have three
forms—the base form, billiger (bi-liH, cheap), the comparative, billiger (bi-li-guhR, cheaper), and
the superlative form der/die/das billigste (deyR/dee/dAs bi-lik-stuh) or am billigsten (Am
bi-lik-stuhn) dl of which mean “the chegpest.” The form of the definite article and the ending on the
adjective will vary according to case and gender.

Adjectives and adverbs are compared by adding -er in English to form the comparative and by
adding -est to form the superlative. It's quite Smilar in German: the ending -er dso is used to form
the comparative for both adjectives and
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adverbs, and -(e)st to form the superlative. Notice that when the comparison of an adjectiveis used
in asentence, the superlative ending for that adjectivesis -(e)ste. For adverbs, the superlative ending
becomes -(e)sten.

Thefollowing lis gives you the adjective stark (shtARk, or strong) in the base, comparative, and
uperlative form.

Adjective Type German Pronunciation English

Positive Beateist stark. bey-ah-tuh ist shtARk Beateisstrong.

Comparative Beateist starker bey-ah-tuh ist shtdR-kuhR Beate is stronger than Peter.
as Peter. Als Pey-tuhR

Superlative Mauriceist der moh-Rees ist deyR Maurice isthe strongest.

starkste. shtdRk-stuh




Thefollowing list gives you the adverb stark in the base, comparative, and superlative form.

Adverb Type German Pronunciation English

Positive Esregnet stark. es Reyk-net shtARk It rains hard.
Comparative Esregnet stérker. es Reyk-net shtdR-kuhR It rains harder.
Superlative Esregnet am starksten.  es Reyk-net Am shtiRk-stuhn 1t rainsthe hardest.

The optional (e) is used to form the superlative for adjectives whose
positive form ends in -d, -5, -st, =B, i, -tz, 01 -z,

Tables21.4 and 21.5 ligt the adjectives you will need (in their comparative and superlative forms) to

be a good comparison shopper.

Table 21.4 Adjectives Used to Compare

Positive English Comparative Superlative

billig bi-liH cheap billiger bi-li-guhR am billigsten Am
bi-lik-stuhn

schon shiihn beautiful schéner shoh-nuhR am schonsten 4m

shohn-stuhn

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

Positive English Comparative Superlative
grob gRos big grober gRoh-suhR am grobten Am gRés-tuhn
kleinkiayn small kleiner klay-nuhR am kleinsten Am

klayn-stuhn

bunt boont colorful bunter boon-tuhR am buntesten Am
boon-tes-tuhn
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weich vayH

wam vARm

teuer toy-uhR

warm

expensive

weicher vay-HuhR

warmer viR-muhR

teuerer toy-uhR-uhR

am weichesten 4m
vay-Hes-tuhn

am waRm-stuhn Am

VaRm-stuhn

am teuersten Am

toy-uhR-stuhn

Remember, when forming the comparative with adverbs, add the ending -er to the postive form of
the adverb. To form the superlative, use the formulaam + positive form of adverb + the ending

-(e)sten.

Irregular Comparisons

Some adjectives and adverbs have irregular comparative and superlative forms. Yes, you guessed it:
You're smply going to have to commit these to memory.

Positive English Comparative English Superlative English

gerngeRn  gladly lieber more gladly am liebsten 4m most gladly
lee-buhR leep-stuhn

gut gewt good besser better am besten Am the best
be-suhR be-stuhn

hoch high hoéher higher am hochsten4m  the highest

hoCH hoh-huhR hoH-stuhn

nah nah close naher closer am nachsten4m  the closest
néh-huhR ndH-stuhn

oft oft often ofter oft-uhR more often am oOftesten Am the most often

Of-tes-tuhn
vid feel much mehr meyR more am meisten Am the most

may-stuhn

Make a Comparison
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How does your life this year compare to your life last year? Are you tal or short, compared with
your father? Y our mother? Do you fed weeker or stronger than you did last month? Use what
you've learned about making comparisons to compare yourself to your family and friends.



The Least You Need to Know

* You can get the services you need and put your angst-ridden hours to an end with afew smple
phrases.

* The comparative and superlative formsin German are formed in much the same way asthey arein
English: by adding -er and -(e)<t.
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Chapter 22
What Does the Doctor Recommend?

in This Chapter
> Your body
Symptoms, complaints, and illnesses

>

» The irregular verb fun in the expression weh tun
> Expressing how long
=

How to use reflexive verhs

Now you know from Chapter 21 how to take care of al those little things that go wrong when
you're traveling. But what about dightly bigger problems? What happensiif you get sck?
Unfortunatdly, it isn't unusua for people traveling to have minor aches, pains, headaches, and upset
somachs. The time differences, the foreign food and water, the air-conditioned airplane, and hot
hotel room on top of trying to adjust to congtantly changing conditions can do a number on your
body. In this chapter, you'l learr key words and phrases to complain about everything from a
headache to a not-so-happy tummy. These phrases can redly come in handy if you're travelling in a
German-spesking place. Youll learn al you need to get into the awful details of your symptoms.



Where Does It Hurt?

The firgt thing you need to know is how to tell the doctor where, specificdly, you're experiencing
pain or discomfort. Try some of the words in Table 22.1 (some of these can also comein handy on

ahot date...).
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Table 22.1 Parts of the Body
German Pronunciation Plural Pronunciation English
das Auge dAs ou-guh die Augen dee ou-guhn eye(s)
dasBein dAs bayn dieBeine dee bay-nuh leg(s)
das Gehirn dAs guh-hiRn die Gehirne dee guh-hiR-nuh brain(s)
das Gesicht dAs guh-ziHt die Gesichter dee guh-ziH-tuhR face(s)
dasHandgelenk  dAs hAnt-guh-lenk die Handgelenke dee hAnt-guh-len-kuh wrist(s)
dasHerz dAs heRts dieHerzen dee heR-tsuhn heart(s)
dasKnie dAs knee dieKnie dee knee-uh knee(s)
das Ohr dAs ohR die Ohren dee oh-Ruhn ear(s)
der Arm deyR ARm dieArme dee Ar-muh arm(s)
der Busen deyR bew-zuhn die Busen dee bew-zuhn breast(s)
der Finger deyR fin-guhR die Finger dee fin-guhR finger(s)
der Fingernagel  deyR fin-guR-ney-guhl  die Fingernégel dee fin-guR-ney-guhl fingernail (s)
der Fub deyR fews dieFibe dee fii-suh foot (feet)
der Fubknochel  deyR fews-no-Huhl die Fubkndchel dee fews-no-Huhl ankle(s)
der Hals deyR hals die Halse dee hil-zuh neck(s)
der Kopf deyR kopf die Kopf dee kop-fuhf head(s)
der Kérper deyR k6R-puhR die Korper dee k6R-puhR body(ies)
der Magen deyR mah-guhn die Mé&gen dee md-guhn stomach(s)
der Mund deyR moont die MUnder dee Miin-duhR mouth(s)
der Rucken deyR Rii-kuhn die Rucken dee Rii-kuhn back(s)
der Zahn devR tsahn die Zéhne dee tsih-nuh tooth (teeth)



v

dieZehe dee tsay die Zehen dee tsay-hun toe(s)
die Brust dee bRoost die Briste dee bRiis-tuh chest(s)
dieHand dee hAnt die Hande dee hin-duh hand(s)
die Haut dee hout die Haute dee hoy-tuh skin(s)
dieKehle dee keh-luh dieKehlen dee keh-luhn throat(s)
die Nase dee nah-zuh die Nasen dee nah-zuhn nose(s)
die Schulter dee shool-tuhR die Schultern dee shool-tuhRn shoulder(s)
dieWirbelsdule  dee viR-buhl-zoy-luh die Wirbelsaulen dee ViR-buhl-zoy-luhn spine(s)
die Zunge dee tsoon-guh die Zungen dee tsoon-guhn tongue(s)
dieLippe dee li-puh dieLippen dee li-puhn lip(s)
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You Give Me a Pain in the...

How would you tell a German that you have a headache? A sore throat? A ssomachache? Y ou
could point to your head, your throat, and your stomach and contort your face in agony, perhaps
grunting or yowling for emphasis. Or you could learn how to express these things in German. In the
following sections, you will learn how to express pains, aches, and illnesses in German.

What Seems to be the Problem?

When you go to the doctor, the first question will probably be, Was haben Sie (vAs hahbuhn
zee)?, or “What's troubling you?’ Use the following formulato answer:

Ich habe + body part that hurts + -schmerzen.

Examples

Ich habe Bauchschmerzen. iH hah-buh bouH-shmeR-tsuhn | have astomachache.
Ich habe Zahnschmerzen. iH hah-buh tsahn-shmeR-tsuhn | have atoothache.
Ich habe Kopfschmerzen. iH hah-buh kopf-shmeR-tsuhn | have a headache.



Maybe your traveling companion was the one dumb enough to stay up al night drinking round after
round of German beer on an empty stomach. To speak about someone else's pains, conjugate the
verb haben:

Er hat Ha sschmerzen. eR hAt hAls-shmeR-tsuhn He has a sore throat.

Another way of talking about your symptoms is by using the expresson weh tun (vey tewn)—to
hurt—which requires an indirect object pronoun. Before you learn how to use this expression,
familiarize yoursdf with the irregular verb tun (toon), to do.

Person Singular English Plural English

First ichtueiH | do wir tun veeR wedo
tew-uh tewn

Second du tust dew you do ihr tut eeR tewt you do
tewst

(Formal) Sietunzee tewn Sietunzee tewn

Third er, sie, estuteR,  he, she, it does sietunzee tewn  they do
zee, es tewt
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The basic formulayou will need to create a sentence using the expresson weh tun is
Body part + conjugated form of run + indirect object pronoun + weh.

Y our indirect object pronoun must agree with the subject. Have you forgotten the indirect object
pronouns you learned in Chapter 17? Now's a good time to refresh your memory:

I. O. Pronouns English I. O. Pronouns English
mir tome uns to us
dir toyou euch toyou
Ihnen toyou Ihnen toyou
ihm, ihr, ihm to him, to her, to it ihnen to them

Examples



Der Fub tut mir weh.

deyR fews tewt meeR vey

My foot hurts me.

As a Rale

You should note that the order of the words in sentences using weh
tust can change without the meaning of the sentence being altered:

Mir tut der Ful weh.

Der Fup tut mir weh,

More Symptoms

Y ou may need to come up with something more specific than a vague ache or pain to give your
doctor a shot at curing you. Consult Table 22.2 for more specific symptoms.

Table 22.2 Other Symptoms

German Pronunciation English
das Fieber dAs fee-buhR fever
der Schittelfrost deyR shii-tuhl-fRost chills
der (Haut)Ausschlag deyR (hout)ous-shlahk rash
(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)
German Pronunciation English
der Abseb deyR Ap-ses abscess
der blaue Fleck deyR blou-uh flek bruise
der Durchfall deyR dooRCH-fAl diarrhea
der gebrochene Knochen deyR ge-bRo-Huh-nuh kno-Huhn broken bone
der Husten deyR hew-stuhn cough
der Knoten deyR knoh-tuhn lump
der Kramof devR kRAmbi cramos



v v

der Schmerz deyR shmeRts

dieBeule dee boy-luh
dieBlase dee blah-zuh
die Magenverstimmung dee mah-guhn-feR-shti-moonk

pain
bump
blister

indigestion

Hatten Sejemds...?
hA-tuhn zee yey-mAls
Have you ever had...?

Haben Se eine Krankenverscherung?

hah-buhn zee ay-nuh kRAn-kuhn-feR-zi-Huh-Roong

Do you have hedth insurance?

Leiden Seunter...?
lay-duhn zee oon-tuhR
Do you suffer from. ..~

What's Wrong?

After your vist to the doctor, you may want to cal your friends and relatives and give them a
detailed description of your illness. Most maadies can be expressed with the verb aben. The basic

formulais

Subject pronoun + conjugated form of haben + (indefinite article) noun.

Table 22.3 Common Nouns Used for Expressing Sicknesses

German Pronunciation English
das Asthma dAs Ast-mah asthma
der Herzinfarkt deyR heRts-in-fARkt heart attack
(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)
German Pronunciation English
der Krebs devR kRevps cancer



der Schlaganfall

der Sonnenstich

die Angina

die Bauchschmerzen
die Blinddarmentziindung
die Bronchitis

die Erkaltung

die Erschdpfung

die Gicht

die Grippe

die Kinderl&hmung

die Kopfschmerzen

die Leberentziindung
die Lungenentziindung
die Masern (pl.)

die Windpocken

die Roteln

v s

deyR shlahk-An-fAl

deyR zo-nuhn-shtiH

dee An-gee-nah

dee bouCH-shmeR-tsuhn

dee blint-dahRm-ent-tsiin-doong
dee bRon-Hee-tis

dee eR-kdl-toong

dee eR-sho-pfoong

dee giHt

dee gRi-puh

dee kin-deR-ley-moong

dee kopf-shmeR-tsuhn

dee ley-beyR-ent-tsiin-doong
dee loon-guhn-ent-tsiin-doong
dee mah-zuhRn

dee vint-po-kuhn

dee Roh-tuhin

stroke
sunstroke
angina
stomachache
appendicitis
bronchitis
cold
exhaustion
gout

flu
poliomyélitis
headache
hepatitis
pneumonia
measles

chicken pox

German meades

You may aso hear the following expressons used. They take the verb sein, followed by an

adjective.

Ich bin erkdtet.

Ich bin krank.

iH bin eR-kdl-tuht

iH bin kRAnk

I'm sck.

| have acold.



Caltare Shock

When you travel in Germany, try to get sick during business hours.
Pharmacies, die Apotheken (dee ah-poh-tay-kuhn), are open from 9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m Monday through Friday and until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. Don’t confuse
pharmacies with die Drogerien (dee dRoh-guhR-eeuhn), which are similar to American
drugstores. If you find the hours a bit inconvenient, the good news is that in
Germany pharmacists will give you helpful advice free of charge and often refer you
to a doctor. Hours and locations of local pharmacies participating in the emergency
duty rotation system are posted on the doors; these placards read “NOTDIENST"
(rot-deenst). :
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Doctor, Doctor

On dternate days, you are beleaguered by different illnesses. Use what you've learned to express
your symptoms to a doctor.

Example: atoothache

Answer: Ich habe Zahnschmerzen.
1. acold

2. acough

3. aheadache

4. agomachache

How Long Have You Felt This Way?

Among the many questions your nurse or doctor will ask you will be, Seit wann haben Sie diese
Krankheit (zayt vAn hah-buhn zee dee-zuh kRAnk-hayt)? or, “How long have you hed this
illness?’ Y our doctor may aso ask you the following question: Wie lange haben Sie diese
Beschwerden schon (vee [An-guh hah-buhn zee dee-zuh buh-shveR-duhn shon)? or, “How long
have you had these problems?’ Answer either of these questions with the following congtruction:

Seit + amount of time you've been sick.
Don't forget that the prepositiond phrase following the preposition seir requires the dative case.
Example:

Seit einer Woche.
zayt ay-nuhR vo-Huh.
For aweek.



What Are You Doing to Yourself?

To express how you fed, use the reflexive verb sich fiihlen. The sich in front of thisverb is known
as areflexive pronoun, because it refers back to the subject. It may help you to think of reflexive
verbs and their pronouns as verbs where the action performed “ reflects back” onto the subject
performing the action. Table 22.4 shows you how to conjugate the reflexive verb sich fiihlen usng
the correct reflexive pronouns (remember, in the infinitive form, reflexive verbs aways take the
reflexive pronoun sich).
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Table 22.4 The Verb sich fiihlen

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich fuhlemichiH | feel wir fihlen uns we feel
fiih-Iuh miH veeR fiih-luhn
oonts
Second du fuhlst dich dew you feel ihr fhlt euch eeR
fiihlst dich fiihlt oyH
(Formal) Siefuhlen sich zee Siefihlen sichzee
fiih-luhn ziH fiih-luhn ziH
Third er, sie, esfihlt sich he, she, it feels siefuhlen sichzee

eR, zee, es fiihlt ziH

fiih-luhn ziH

Flex Your Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive pronouns show that a subject is performing the action of the verb on itself. In other words,
the subject and the reflexive pronoun both refer to the same person(s) or thing(s), asin the
sentences, “He hurt himsdf,” and “We enjoyed ourselves.” Table 22.5 shows reflexive pronouns as
they should appear with their reflexive verbs in both the detive and in the accusdtive.

Table 22.5 Accusative and Dative Reflexive Pronouns

Accusative

Pronouns Pronunciation English Dative Pronouns Pronunciation
mich miH myself mir meeR

dich diH yourself dir deeR

sich ziH yourself (formal) sich ziH

uns onts ourselves uns oonts



euch oyH yourselves euch oyH

sich ziH themselves sich ziH

Compare the pronouns used in the following sentences:.

1. Sefihlt Sch schlecht.
zee fiihlt ziH shleHt
She fedls bad.

2. Du kaufst dir eéin Medikament.
dew koufst deeR ayn me-dee-kah-ment
Y ou buy yoursdlf medicine,

Fage 251

Do you see the difference? The second person singular reflexive pronoun (it's a mouthful, we know,

but theré's no other way of putting it) in the first sentence gppears in the accusative case. Why?
Because in the first sentence, the reflexive pronoun serves as a direct object. The second person

sngular reflexive pronoun in the second sentence appearsin the dative case. In the second sentence

it serves as an indirect object.

What's What

Reflexive verbs

Verbs that always

take reflexive pro-

nouns, because the

action of the verb reflects back

on the subject of the sentence.

Reflexive pronouns Pro-
nouns that form a part of a
reflexive verb where the action
refers back to the subject.

Now, using what you've learned abouit reflexive pronouns and about the verb sich fuhlen, you
should be able to express how you and others fed:

Ich fiihle mich schlecht.
iH fiih-luh miH shleHt
| fed bad.

Ihr fUhit euch gut.
eeR fiihlt oyH gewt
They fed good.

Reflexive or Not?



S e ————

fchtung

When reflexive verbs
are used in German,
the reflexive pronoun

must be stated {in many

cases, the reflexive pro-

noun can be left out in En-
glish, as in the sentence, *1
shaved before going to the

wedding.”).

—— =

Sometimes it is unclear from the English verb whether the German verb will be reflexive. For this
reason it is best to familiarize yoursdlf with common reflexive verbsin German.

Table 22.6 Common Reflexive Verbs

German Pronunciation English

sich waschen ziH vA-shuhn to wash (oneself)
sich setzen ziH ze-tsuhn to sit (oneself) down
sich treffen ziH tRe-fuhn to meet (each other)

sich anmelden

sich anziehen

sich ankleiden

sich ausziehen

sichrasieren

ziH An-mel-duhn
ziH An-zee-huhn
ziH An-klay-duhn
ziH ous-tsee-huhn

ziH Rah-zee-Ruhn

to sign (oneself) up
to dress (oneself)
to dress (oneself)
to undress (oneself)

to shave (oneself)
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fis a Rule
The reflexive pronoun usually follows the conjugated verb:
[ch wasche mich.

Sie interessiert sich fiir Fufball.

Reflexive Verbs in Action

Use what you've learned about reflexive verbs to describe dl the different things you must do to
yoursdlf before leaving your hotel room in the morning. Then talk about the things you do before

going to bed a night.



1. Sch anziehen

2. d9chrazieren

3. sch waschen

4. 9ch ausziehen

5. 9ch hinlegen
Commanding Reflexively

When you use reflexive verbs to tell your husband to shave or to tdll your children to wash their
hands before dinner, the reflexive pronoun usualy comes at the end of the sentence, unlessthe
reflexive verb is one with a separable prefix. Remember, when you use the forma second person
sngular or plurd, you must dways include Sie as part of the command:

Waschen Se sch! vA-shun zee ziH Wash yoursdif!
Wascht euch! vAsht oyH Wash yourselves!
Ziehedich an! tsee-huh diH An Get dressed!

Be Bossy

Y ou're traveling with agroup of friends and you're al getting ready to go out, to go nuts, to paint the
town red (and blue and green and orange). Practice using reflexive verbs by telling afriend (and then
two or more friends) to do and then not to do the fallowing:

1. to wash onedf

2. to brush one's teeth
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3. to comb on€e's hair

4. to put on one's clothes

The Least You Need to Know

* If you get ill in a German-gpeaking country, it will make your recovery alot easier if you know
how to express your symptoms correctly.

* You can expressillness in avariety of ways. For starters, use the conjugated form of the verb



haben + the body part that hurts + the ending -schmerzen, or ese use the expresson weh tun.

* Reflexive pronouns are used to show that the action of reflexive verbs reflects back on the subject
of the sentence.
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Chapter 23
I Think I Forgot Something

5
. -

N
e %

in This Chapter

> Learning about drugstore and medical items
» Using the present perfect

» All about the helping verbs hiaben and sein
>

Asking questions and giving answers in the past tense

In Chapter 22, you learned how to express discomfort and pain, but what happensiif the aches and
pains you're experiencing are too minor to merit the attention of a doctor? If you have a headache, a
sore throat, or a hangover, you'll probably want to try to soothe yourself without the trouble (or the
expense) of amedica examination. Why not visit your local Apotheke (ah-poh-tek), or pharmacy?

Even if you're not someone who packs light when he travels, you are probably going to find that
there is something you left at home: aspirin, shaving cream, or hand lotion. In this chapter youll learn
how to purchase products at a German pharmacy, and while you're at it, you'll be introduced to the

past tense.



From Finding Drugs to Finding Toothpaste
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Whether it's medication you're looking for or acan of hair spray, you want to be sure you're looking

in the right place.

Y ou can find mogt of theitemsin Table 23.1 in ether a Drogerie, superstore, or in one of the
smdler supermarketsin Germany.

Table 23.1 Drugstore Items

German Pronunciation English

das (milde) Abfihrmittel dAs (mil-duh) Ap-fiihR-mi-tuhl laxative (mild)
das Asperin dAs As-pey-Reen aspirin

das Deodorant dAs dey-oh-doh-RAnt deodorant

das Enthaarungswachs dAs ent-hah-Roonks-vAks depilatory wax

das Heizkissen

das K érperpuder

das Mundwasser

das Shampoo

das Thermometer

der (elektrische) Rasierer
der Alkohol

der Eisbeutel

der Erste-Hilfe-Kasten
der Hustensaft

der Kamm

der Schnuller

der Spiegel

die Aknemedizin

die Augentropfen

die Enthaarungscreme

die Feuchtiokeitscreme

dAs hayts-ki-suhn

dAs k6R-peR-pew-duhR

dAs moont-vA-suhR

dAS shAm-pew

dAs teR-moh-mey-tuhR

deyR (ey-lek-tRi-shuh) Rah-zee-RuhR
deyR Al-koh-hohl

deyR ays-boy-tuhl

deyR eR-stuh-hil-fuh-kA-stuhn
deyR hew-stuhn-sAft

deyR kAm

deyR shnoo-luhR

deyR shpee-guhl

dee Ak-nuh-mey-dee-tseen

dee ou-guhn-tRo-pfuhn

dee ent-hah-rooks-kReym

dee fovH-tiH-kavts-krevm

heating pad
talcum powder
mouthwash
shampoo
thermometer
razor (electric)
alcohol

ice pack
first-aid kit
cough syrup
brush

pacifier

mirror

acne medicine
eyedrops
depilatory cream

moi sturizer



~

die Flasche
die Heftpflaster (n.)

die Hustenbonbons (n.)

v v v

dee flA-shuh
dee heft-pflA-stuhR

dee hew-stuhn-bon-bons

bottle
Band-Aids

cough drops

die Kondome (n.) dee kon-doh-muh condoms
die Mullbinde dee mool-bin-duh gauze bandage
die Nagdifeile dee nah-guhl-fay-luh nail file
die Nasentropfen dee nah-zuhn-tRo-pfuhn nose drops
(table continued on next page)
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German Pronunciation English
die Pinzette dee pin-tse-tuh tweezers

die Rasiercreme

die Rasierklinge

die Schere

die Schlaftabletten (f.)
die Sicherheitsnadeln (f.)
die Taschentticher (n.)
die Vitamine

die Watte

die Wattestabchen (n.)
dieWindeln (f.)

die Zahnbiirste

ein (Magen) saure neutralisierendes

Mittel

dee Rah-zeeR-kReym
dee Rah-zeeR-klin-guh
dee shey-ruh

dee shlahf-tA-ble-tuhn
dee zi-HuhR-hayts-nah-duhin
dee tA-shuhn-tiih-HuhR
dee vee-tah-mee-nuh
dee vA-tuh

dee vA-tuh-shtip-Huhn
dee vin-duhln

dee tsahn-biiR-stuh

ayn (mah-guhn)zoy-Ruh
noy-tRah-lee-zee-Ren-duhs mi-tuhl

shaving cream
razor blade
SCissors
sleeping pills
safety pins
tissues
vitamins
cotton

cotton swabs
diapers
toothbrush

an antacid




Special Needs

Did you bresk your leg skiing? Do you need awhed chair? There are many pharmacies in Germany
that specidize in medical appliances. Table 23.2 details items you may need if you are temporarily or
permanently physicdly chadlenged. Start by asking the pharmecist:

Wo kann ich ein(-e, -en)...bekommen?
vo kAn iH ayn(-uh, -uhn)...buh-ko-muhn
Wherecan | get...7

Table 23.2 Special Needs
German Pronunciation English
der (Spazier)Stock deyR (shpah-tseeR)shtok cane
dieKrtcken (f.) dee kRii-kuhn crutches
das Horgeréat dAs hoR-guh-Rdiht hearing aid
der Rollstuhl deyR Rol-shtewl wheelchair
die Gehhilfe dee gey-hil-fuh walker
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Have It on Hand

Imagine that you rent asmal apartment in Dissaldorf. What items do you need to ensure that you

have awell-stocked medicine cabinet?
Example: to freshen bresth

Answer: Ich brauche Mundwasser.

1. for headaches

2. when you bresak your foot

3. for minor cuts and burns

4. to blow your nose

5. when you can't deep

Are You Living in the Past?

So far, you've been deding with dl this stuff in the present tense. Imagine now that, after purchasing



the items you need for awell-stocked medicine cabinet, you wak out of the pharmacy without
taking the bag filled with items you've dready paid for. Y ou don't redize this until ataxi has driven
you hafway home. What do you do now?

Y ou must, of course, go back to the pharmacy and tell the person behind the counter (someone
new, the person who was there earlier has stepped out for lunch) what happened. To do this you
will have to use the past tense, known in German as die Vergangenheit (dee feR-gAn-gen-hayt).

There are anumber of different ways you can speak in the past tense. In English, for example, you
can sy, “I went to the store.” In German, thisis referred to as das Prdteritum (dAs
PRd-tey-Ree-toom), or the Smple past. You aso can say, “| have goneto the sore” Thistenseis
referred to asdas Perfekt (dAs peR-fekt), or the present perfect tense. When you say, “1 had gone
to the store,” you are speaking in the past in yet another way: thisisreferred to as das
Plusquamperfekt (dAs ploos-kvahm-peR-fekt) or the past perfect tense. This chapter focuses on
the formation of das Perfekt, the most common way of spesking in the past in German.

Strong Verbs.

Y ou dready have ahead start on the formation of the perfect tense in German. English and German
form the perfect tense in much the same way. Both languages use an auxiliary or heping verb
(havelhaben) with the past participle to form the present perfect tense: | have bought/ich habe
gekauft. The only hitch is, some verbs in German use the verb to be (sein) asan auxiliary: Ich bin
gegangen (I have gone). Herés the basic formulafor forming the Perfekt:

Subject + the conjugated form of sein or haben in the present + past participle.
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The important thing to remember isthat once you learn how to form the past participle, you won't
have any trouble speaking in the past. The past participle never changes. Only the auxiliary verbs
haben and sein change to agree with the subject. So how isthe past participle formed? Many past
participles take ge- at the beginning of the verb (when you're dedling with verbs with separable
prefixes, however, the ge- comes after the separable prefix in the formation of the past participle).

All gtrong verbs have a past participle ending in -en. Do you remember strong verbs from Chapter
9? The main difference between strong and week verbsisthat strong verbs usudly have avowe
change in one of thar principas parts: third person singular, present; smple past; past participle.
English verbs follow this pattern too: Sing, sang, sung (in German, singen, sang, gesungen). Think
of strong verbs as verbs so stubborn that they ingst on having their own way. There are patterns of
vowel changes that these verbs follow, but it would probably take you longer to memorize these
patterns than to memorize the past participle for the strong verbs you use. Our advice to you? Start
memorizing. In thefallowing lig, zat meansthet the auxiliary verb is haben and ist meansthat it is
sein.

Third Person Sing. + English Past
Infinitive Past Particinle Pronunciation Particinle



backen hat gebacken hAt guh-bA-kuhn to bake

bleiben ist geblieben ist guh-blee-buhn to stay
genieben hat genossen hAt guh-no-suhn to enjoy
fahren ist gefahren ist guh-fah-Ruhn todrive
heben hat gehoben hAt guh-hoh-buhn tolift, raise
tun hat getan hAt guh-tahn todo

gehen ist gegangen ist guh-gAn-guhn togo

laufen ist gelaufen ist guh-lou-fuhn to run, to walk
nehmen hat genommen hAt guh-noh-muhn to take

In the following sentences, two verbs from the list are used aong with the conjugated auxiliary verb
haben or sein to form sentences in the Perfekt. Seeif you can get afed for how it's done:

Se hat ihre Schiaftabletten genommen.
zee hAt ee-Ruh shlAf-tAb-le-tuhn guh-no-muhn
She took her deeping pills.

Du bist zur Drogerie gegangen.
dew bist tsooR dRoh-guh-Ree guh-gAn-guhn
Y ou have goneto the drugstore.

Asyou can seg, to form the Perfekt with strong verbs, dl you have to do is conjugate haben
correctly and add ge- to the beginning of the strong verb in its dtered pagt-participle form.
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Forming the Past Participle with Weak Verbs

The difference between the formation of the Perfekt with strong and weak verbsis that the past
participles of week verbsend in -z. For this reason, when you are forming a past participle, it's
important to know whether the verb isweak or Strong. Gegangen isastrong verb. It would be as
incorrect to give it the weak verb ending -7 in the past participle (resulting in the unfortunate Ich
habe gegangt) asit would beto say “| have went” in English.

Wesak verbs were discussed in Chapter 9. Weak verbs, when conjugated, follow a set pattern of
rules and retain the same stem vowel throughout the conjugation. After you've come up with the past
participle (you can always just look it up in abook of German verbs), just plug it into this formula

Subject (noun or pronoun) + the conjugated form of sein or haben in the present tense + past



participle.

Here are some common wesk verbs and their past participles:

Third Person Sing. + English Past
Infinitive Past Participle Pronunciation Participle
antworten hat geantwortet hAt guh-Ant-voR-tuht to answer
arbeiten hat gearbeitet hAt guh-AR-bay-tuht towork
gebrauchen hat gebraucht hAt guh-bRouCHt to use
kosten hat gekostet hAt guh-kos-tuht to cost, to taste
lehren hat gelehrt hAt guh-leyRt toteach
spazieren ist spaziert ist shpAt-seeRt towak
studieren hat studiert hAt shtew-deeRt to study
trauen hat getraucht hAt guh-tRouCHt to trust, to marry
traumen hat getraumt hAt guh-tRoymt to dream
versuchen hat versucht hAt feR-sooHt totry

Forming the Past Participle with Mixed Verbs

Y ou may remember mixed verbs from Chapter 14. They are known as “mixed” because, likea
co-dependent couple, they share both strong and weak tendencies. They add the -¢ ending to form
their past participle, just as weak verbs do, but—like strong verbs—the sem vowd of the infinitive
changesin the past tense. Hereisaligt of the infinitives and past participles of some common mixed
verbs.
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Third Person Sing. + English Past
Infinitive Past Participle Pronunciation Participle
brennen hat gebrannt hAt guh-bRAnt to burn
bringen hat gebracht hAt guh-bRACHt tobring
denken hat gedacht hAt guh-dACHt to think
kennen hat gekannt hAt guh-kAnt to know

nennen hat aennant hAt euh-nAnt to name



rennen

senden

wenden

wissen

ist gerannt
hat gesandt
hat gewandt

hat gewubt

ist guh-RAnt
hAt guh-zAnt
hAt guh-vAnt

hAt guh-voost

torun

to send

toturn

to know

Using Sein in the Perfekt

Haben is used far more frequently than sein in the formation of the Perfekt. There are, however,
some commonly used verbs that use sein (you are dready familiar with some of them). These are
generdly intransitive verbs that dmaost aways express motion (or a change of condition).
Familiarize yoursdf with the past participles of the most commonly used of these verbs:

Third Person Sing. + English Past
Infinitive Past Participle Pronunciation Participle
sein ist gewesen ist guh-vey-suhn to be
werden ist geworden ist guh-voR-duhn to become
bleiben ist geblieben ist guh-bliebuhn to stay
kommen ist gekommen ist guh-ko-muhn to come
gehen ist gegangen ist guh-gAn-guhn togo
reisen ist gereist ist guh-Rayst totravel
wandern ist gewandert ist guh-vAn-duhRt to hike, wander
laufen ist gelaufen ist guh-lou-fuhn torun
sterben ist gestorben ist guh-shtoR-buhn todie
steigen ist gestiegen ist guh-shtee-guhn toclimb
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Now seeif you can explain to someone how it came about that you left your bag of suppliesona
counter earlier in this chapter.

Example: Ich zur Drogerie (kommen).

Answer: Ich bin zur Drogerie gekommer.



1.Ich in die Drogerie (gehen).

2.l1ch__ Aspirin und Rasiecreme aus dem Regd (nehmen).
3.Ich meine Einkéufe zur Kasse (bringen).

4.lch der Kassererin (antworten).

5.1ch___ nicht an meine Einkaufstasche (denken).

Don't Put Off Till Tomorrow What You Didn't Do Yesterday

What's What
Intransitive
verbs  Verbs that
do not have an
object,

Transitive verbs Verbs that
have an object.

Asagenerd rule, when you say “no” in the past, nicht comes after the auxiliary verb sein. With
verbsthat take haben, nicht comes after the direct object. Nicht aways precedes the past
participle.

Ich bin nicht in die Drogerie gegangen.
iH bin niHt in dee dRoh-guh-Ree guh-gAn-guhn
| did not go to the drugstore.

Ich habe meine Vitamine nicht genommen.
iH hah-buh may-nuh vee-tah-mee-nuh niHt guh-no-muhn
| did not take my vitamins.

Se hat das Rezept nicht gelesen.
zee hAt dAs Rey-tsept niHt gey-ley-suhn
She did not read the prescription.

Er ist nicht nach Hause gefahren.
eR ist niHt nACH Hou-zuh guh-fah-Ruhn
He did not drive home.

Did You or Didn't You?

Sometimesit seems like there just aren't enough hours in the day! Want to get depressed? When
you get home this evening try counting off the things you weren't able to get done, and the stuff you
didn't remember to buy. Explain what you and your friends didn't manage to get done today in the
following exercise.
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Example: (ich/die Blumen kaufen)

Answer: Ich habe die Blumen nicht gekauft.
1. du/zum Musaum geher

2. er/den Brief schicken

3. dezum Friseur gehen

4. Sefden Anruf machen

5. wir/den Flm sehen

Forming a Question in the Past

In case you're afraid that you were going to have to learn something entirely new to form questions
in the past tense, don't be: It's the same old stuff you learned in Chapter 9. To ask questionsiin the
past tense, you can use intonation. To do this, just gpeek with arisng inflection.

Du hast an die Reise gedacht?
Dew hAst An dee Ray-suh gu-dACHt
Have you thought about the trip?

Ancther way of asking questionsis by adding the word oder (oh-duhR) or the phrase nicht wahr
(niHt vahR) to the end of your statements.

Du hast an die Reise gedacht, oder?
Dew hAst An dee Ray-suh gu-dACHt, oh-duhR
Y ou have thought about the trip, right?

Du hast an die Reise gedacht, nicht wahr?
Dew hAs An dee Ray-suh gu-dACHt, niHt vahR
Y ou have thought about the trip, haven't you?

The most common way of forming questionsis by reversaing the word order of the subject nouns or
pronouns and the conjugated form of the verb (thisis caled inversion):

Du bigt nach Hause gegangen.
Bigt du nach Hause gegangen?

Answering a Question Negatively in the Past

Areyou in a disagreesble mood? To answer negatively, use nein (nayn) a the beginning of the
gatement, and then follow the auxiliary verb with nicht (niHt). Remember, both questions and
answersin the past usudly end with the past participle.
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Haben Sie geraucht?



hah-buhn zee guh-RouCHt

Nein, ich habe nicht geraucht.
nayn, iH hah-buh niHt guh-RouCHt

When the action of the verb isreferring to athing, you can use the expression kein to give anegative
answer inthe past: Ich habe kein Fleisch gegessen (1 ae no meet).

Ask Questions

Why was the party so bad? Why did the plane refuel? Why did your mother say what she said?
Why did so and so lose his job? Never mind that it's none of your business. Form negative and
affirmative questions in the past out of the following sentences.

Example: Du big nach Berlin gefahren.
Answers Big du nach Berlin gefahren?

Big du nicht nach Berlin gefahren?
1. Ihr sid zum Friseur gegangen.
2. Sie haben den Hustensaft getrunken.
3. Du hast an die Einkaufstasche gedacht.

4. Uli hat geraucht.

The Least You Need to Know

* Drugstore and medica items are easy to get—once you know how to ask for them.

* The past tense can be formed by using the auxiliary verb haben or sein and a past participle.

* To speak in the present perfect tense (in German, das Perfekt), use the following formula
Subject + conjugated present tense (das Prdsens) of haben or sein + past participle.

* To ask questionsin the past tense in German, use intonation, add the tag oder or nicht wahr to
the end of the Statement, or use inverson.

Page 265

Chapter 24
I Have to Make an Important Call.



In This Chapter

» How to make a phone call

> Proper phone behavior

» What to say if there's a problem

» How to use reflexive verbs in the past tense

» Faxing in German

Y ou're feding better than you havein along time. Y our headache is gone thanks to the aspirin you
purchased in the previous chapter. Now you're ready to do the one thing you've been postponing
since you arrived at your hotd: caling the folks back home.

Those used to the American phone system will find calling home from Germany achdlenge. Firt,
there's the problem of finding a post office where you can purchase a phone card, because most
phone booths (small gray glass booths every few blocks on city streets) no longer accept coins.
Then you have to figure out whether to lift the recelver first or whether to insert the phone card firt.
Youll probably find yourself needing operator ass stance even to make alocd cdl, and cdling long
distance can be quite an adventure until you get the hang of it. This chapter teaches you how to
place alocd or internationd cal from a German, Swiss, or Audtrian city, and how to ded with
wrong numbers and other problems you may encounter when dedling with the phone sysem. Along
the way, you'll aso learn about using reflexive verbsin the past tense.
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How the @! #%*! Do I Use This Thing?

Before you even get near a phone booth, be prepared for something new. Expect the procedure you
will use to make loca and long-distance cals to be different from the one you're used to. The best
case scenario redlly would be for you to find someone to welk and talk you through the procedure



thefirgt time around, but if thisisimpossble, read the ingtructions in the phone booth carefully. If you
need to make an operator-assisted cal, you'll have to learn to identify the type of cdl you're trying to
meke. Table 24.1 lists your options.

Table 24.1 Types of Phone Calls

German Pronunciation English

das Auslandsgespréch dAs ous-lAnts-ge-shpRihH out-of-the-country call

das Ferngespréach dAs feRn-ge-shpRihH long-distance call
das Ortsgespréch dAs oRts-ge-shpRIGhH local call
das R-Gespréch dAs eR-ge-shpRihH collect call

Your Basic German Telephone

Perhaps you're lucky enough to have a German friend explain the whole procedure of making a
long-distance call to you before you even step into a phone booth. To be able to understand what
she's saying, youll have to familiarize yoursdlf with the parts of a German phone and these other

helpful words.

Table 24.2 The Telephone

German Pronunciation English

das offentliche Telefon dAs o-fent-li-Huh tey-ley-fohn public phone
das Telefon dAs tey-ley-fohn telephone

das Telefonbuch

das tragbare (schnurlose)
Telefon

der Anrufbeantworter
der Lautsprecher

der M Uinzeinwurf

der Telefonhorer

die Auskunft

die Geldriickgabetaste

dAs tey-ley-fohn-bewCH

dAs tRahk-bah-Ruh
(shnooR-loh-zuh) tey-ley-fohn

deyR An-Rewf-be-Ant-vohR-tuhR
deyR lout-shpRe-HuhR

deyR miints-ayn-vewR]

deyR tey-ley-fohn-héh-RuhR

dee ous-koonft

dee gelt-Riik-gah-buh-tAs-tuh

(table continued on next page)

telephone book

cordless phone (portable
phone)

answering machine
speaker telephone
slot

receiver
information

coin return button
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

die Munzrickgabe dee miints-Riik-gah-buh coin return slot
die Tastatur dee tA-stah-tewR keypad

die Telefonkarte dee tey-ley-fohn-kAR-tuh phone card

die Telefonnummer dee tey-ley-fohn-noo-muhR telephone number
die Telefonzelle dee tey-ley-fohn-tse-luh booth

die Vermittlung dee feR-mi-tloong operator

die Wéhlscheibe dee vihl-shay-buh dial

die Wéhltaste dee vihi-tA-stuh button

You'real st to place your cdl. If you're caling from ahotel, be prepared to pay your phone bill in
blood—hotds are infamous for the exorbitant rates they charge for long-distance cals. The more
economica thing to do would be to purchase a phone cerd (these can be purchased at a post
office). The magnetic strip, Smilar to the sirip on credit cards, will enable you to use phone booths
around the city.

Cultare Shock

[t is much more expensive to call long distance from a hotel than it is to
call from a phone booth. Long-distance phone calls can be made from most
phone booths in Germany, Switzerland, and Austria (you should look for the sign
Ausland/International near the phone). To make an international call, dial 00, the
country code, followed by the area code, and then the phone number of the person
you are trying to reach. You'll see the area codes for local numbers on the sign next
to the phone.

What You Need to Know to Make a Call

In Germany, there are still afew public phone booths left that accept 10 pf, 1 DM, and 5 DM coins,
but the mgority take only phone cards, or Telefonkarten (tey-ley-fohn-kAR-tuhn). In Germany,
information for loca cdlsis 1188; for cdlsin Europe did 00118; for the German operator, dial 101,
and for the long-distance operator, dial 0010. Remember, it's cheaper to make calls on weekends
and after 8 p.m.



Table 24.3 Words You May Need to Make a Phone Call

German Pronunciation English

anrufen An-Rew-fuhn tocall

auj ein Amtszeichen ouf ayn Amts-tsay-Huhn vAR-tuhn towait for the dial tone
warten

auflegen ouf-ley-guhn to hang up (the receiver)

den Horer abnehmen
die Leitung ist besetzt
die Vorwahl kennen
eine Munze einwerfen

eine Nachricht
hinterlassen

eine Telefonkarte (f.)
einfuhren

mit der Vermittiung
sprechen

telefonieren
wahlen
zuriickrufen

das Telefon klingelt

deyn hoh-RuhR Ap-ney-muhn
dee lay-toong ist be-zetst

dee fohR-vahl ke-nuhn

ay-nuh miin-tsuh ayn-veR-fuhn

ay-nuh nACH-RiHt
hin-tuhR-1A-suhn

ay-nuh tey-ley-fohn-kAR-tuh
ayn-fiih-Ruhn

mit deyR feR-mit-loong shpRe-Huhn

tey-ley-foh-nee-Ruhn
véih-luhn
tsew-Riik-Rew-fuhn

dAs tey-ley-fon klin-guhlt

to pick up (the receiver)
thelineisbusy

to know the area code
toinsert acoin

to leave amessage

to insert the card

to speak to the operator

to telephone
todial
to call back

the phonerings

(The verbs with italicized prefixes are verbs with separable prefixes.)

Phone Home
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Y ou've been trying to make a long-distance cdl, and you can't get through. The operator asks you
what you've been doing, and you explain the problem. Fill in the blanks of the following sentences
using the correctly conjugated verb (use what you learned in Chapter 23 about the Perfekt to use
verbsin the past tense—auxiliary verb + past participle). To form the past participle with verbs with
separable prefixes, add ge- after the prefix: 1ch habe meinen Freund argerufen.

Example: Das Telefon

oft (klingeln).

Answer: Das Telefon hat oft geklingdt.



1.Ich den Horer (abnehmen).

2.1ch die Minzen (einwerfen).
3. Dann ich die Telefonnummer (wahlen). Eswar besetzt.
4. Dannach ich den Horer (auflegen).
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Who Is This?

Y ou've read the lists, you've memorized the verbs, you've studied the vocabulary. Can you put what
you've learned into practice? Seeif you understand this telephone dia ogue between Winfried and
Frau Korner.

Frau Korner: Korner, Guten Tag. Hello, Korner here.

Winfried: Halo, hier ist Winfried. Kann ich bitte mit Uli sprechen?

Frau Korner: Einen Moment, bitte. Estut mir leid. Er ist nicht zu Hause.

Winfried: Wann kann ich ihn erreichen?

Frau Korner: Ich weil3 nicht wann er wiederkommt. Mdchtest du eine Nachricht hinterassen?
Winfried: Nein, danke. Ich rufe spéter nocheinmal an. Aufwiederhdren.

Korner: Aufwiederhoren.

Culture Shock

The postal service in Germany also provides phone service. Tell the postal
worker behind the counter that you would like to make a long-distance call
and he or she will indicate which phone booth is available. You pay (cash only)
after your call. Long-distance calls made from the post office are considerably
cheaper than calls made from your hotel or from one of the gray phone booths
you'll see along city streets,

Operator, I'm Having a Serious Problem

There are many problems you can run into when you're making a phone cal. You may did the
wrong number, there may be a never-ending busy sgnd, or you may continue to get the sound of a
machine when it's a person you're trying to connect with. Here are some samples of phrases you
may hear (or be in a pogtion to say) when you run into rough times on the phone.

Welche Nummer haben se gewahit?
velHuh noo-muhR hah-buhn zee guh-vihlt
What number did you did?



Estut mir leid. Ich mub mich verwéhlt haben.
es toot miR layt. iH moos miH feR-vdhlt hah-buhn
I'm sorry. | must have diaded the wrong number.

Wir wurden unterbrochen.
veeR vooR-duhn oon-tuhR-bRo-CHuhn
We got disconnected.

Bitte wahlen Sie die Nummer noch enmdl.
bi-tuh vih-luhn zee dee noo-muhR noCH ayn-mahl

Pease redid the number.
Diese Teefonleitung wurde abgestellt.

dee-zuh tey-ley-fohn-lay-toong vooR-duh ap-guh-shtelt

This telephone number has been disconnected.

Das Telefon ist defekt (aul3er Betrieb).
dAs tey-ley-fohn ist dey-fekt (ou-suhR be-tReep)
The telephone is out of order.

Rufen Sie mich spéter zuriick.
Rew-fuhn zee miH shpdh-tuhR tsew-RiiK
Cdl me back later.

Daig en Rauschenin der Letung.

dA ist ayn Rou-shuhn in deyR lay-toong
There's gatic on the line.

Ich kann Sie akustisch nicht verstehen.
iH kAn zee A-koos-tish niHt feR-shtey-huhn
| can't hear you.

Er meldet Sch nicht.
eR mel-det ziH niHt
He doesn't answer the phone.

Ich muf’ auflegen.
iH moos ouf-ley-guhn
| have to hang up.

What Did You Do to Yourself? Reflexive Verbs in the Past
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Were you unable to phone someone who was expecting your cal? Y oull probably have to give the
person areason. To do this, you may need to use reflexive verbs in the Prdteritum. All reflexive

verbs use haben as an auxiliary verb in the present perfect.



[ch habe mich verwahit. Wir haben uns verwahlt.
Du hagt dich verwahlit. Sie haben sch verwéahit.

Er/SeEs hat sch verwahit. Sie haben sch verwéahit.
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To form the negative with reflexive verbs, nicht follows the reflexive pronoun.
Er hat sch nicht gemeldet.
There are anumber of ways you can form negative questions in the past with reflexive verbs:
* Through inverson: Hat er sch nicht gemeldet?
» Through intonation: Er hat Sch nicht gemeldet?

* By udng thetag oder or nicht wahr: Er hat Sch nicht gemeldet, nicht wahr?

Excuses, Excuses

Tdl what these people were doing when the phone was ringing.
Example: (Annal Sch die Haare waschen)

Answer: Se ha sch die Haare gewaschen.

1. Marial sch anziehen

2. Stefar/ Schraseren

3. Mark und ich/sich waschen

4. Ben und Uli/ sich die Z&hne putzen

Hey, It's Almost the 21st Century!

Faxes, modems, e-mail, and the Internet have spread their tentacles far and wide. If you need to
send afax or email from Germany, you may want to familiarize yoursdf with the following terms

German Pronunciation English

das Faxgeréat dAs faks-guh-Rdt fax machine

die Faxnummer dAs faks-noo-muhR fax number



ein Fax senden

etwas faxen

das Fax-Modem

das Internet

die E-Mail

eine Nachricht senden

die E-Mail Adresse

v

ayn faks zen-duhn

et-vAs fak-suhn

dAs faks-moh-dem

dAs in-teR-net

dee ee-meyl

dee nACH-RiHt zen-duhn

dee ee-meyl A-dRe-suh

to send afax

to fax something
fax modem
Internet

emall

to send amessage

e-mail address

The Least You Need to Know.
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» Use the information next to the public phonein Germany or on the front page of the German
Y dlow Pagesto guide you through most of your phone cdls.

* Reflexive verbs use haben as an auxiliary verb in the past perfect.

*» There are afew key phrases that will help you when you need to send afax or e-mall.

Chapter 25
Where's the Nearest Post Office?
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NYC NY, 10019
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In This Chapter
» Getting and sending mail
» All about the verbs schireiben (to write) and lesen (to read)

» Knowing the difference between wissen and kennen

In the previous chapter, you learned al about phones. Not only do you now know how to make
local and long-distance cdls, you aso know how to explain your difficulties to the operator if a
problem arises. Making too many long-distance calls can be expensive, so you're probably going to
want to do most of your communicating by mail. Y ou may even want to send gifts or large
packages.

By the end of this chapter, you'll know how to send registered and specid ddivery lettersar mail
(or, by surface, if you're trying to save money). Should you make pen pas oversess, youll learn
how to write basic facts in letters and how to describe activities in which you're participating.

Will My Letter Get There?

Y ou've spent the whole day in amuseum just afew inches away from the oils Albrecht Direr
pushed around on a canvas to creste his masterpieces. Now you're dying to get to a cafe where you
can st down and whip off afew postcards telling friends and family what you've done.
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Y ou spend a couple of hours writing your own postal masterpieces. Now you want to be sure that
everything you've written reaches its destination. Whatever you send by the Deutsche Bundespost
(doy-chuh boont-es-post) Will, of course, get to wherever it's going (the German posta system is
famous worldwide for its efficiency). The question is, how soon will it get there?

Of course, speed has its price. Regular letters cost anywhere from 2 DM to 4 DM. Buit let's start
with the basics. Before you do any letter or postcard writing, you're going to want to know how to
ask for paper, envelopes, and other items.

Table 25.1 Mail and Post Office Terms

German Pronunciation English

das Paket dAs pah-keyt package, parcel
das Porto dAs poR-toh postage

das Postfach dAs post-fACH post office box
das Telegramm dAs tey-ley-gRAm telegram

der Brief devR bReef |etter



der Briefkasten
der Brieftrager
der Briefumschlag
der Empfanger
der Postbeamte
der Absender

der Telefondienst
die Briefmarke

die Bundespost
die Luftpost

die Postanweisung

die Postkarte

ein Bogen (m.) Briefmarken

4 v

deyR bReef-kAs-tuhn
deyR bReef-tRih-guhR
deyR bReef-oom-shlahk
deyR emp-fin-guhR
deyR post-bey-Am-tuh
deyR Ap-zen-duhR
deyR tey-ley-fohn-deenst
dee bReef-maR-kuh

dee boon-duhs-post
dee looft-post

dee post-An-vay-zoong

dee post-kAR-tuh

ayn boh-guhn bReef-mAR-kuhn

mail box

mailman
envelope
addressee

postal worker
sender

telephone service
stamp

federal postal service
air letter

postal order
postcard

asheet of stamps

Getting Service

Y ou've written your letter, folded it, doused it with perfume, and scribbled your return address and
the address of your beloved on the envelope. Now al you have to do isfind amailbox. If you don't

know where oneis, ask:

Wo ist das néchste Postamt?
voh ist dAs ndH-stuh post-Amt
Whereis the nearest post office?

Wo finde ich den nachsten Briefkasten?

voh fin-duh iH deyn ndH-stuhn bReef-kA-stuhn

Where do | find the nearest mail box?
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Of course, different kinds of |etters and packages require different kinds of forms and have different

postal rates. It'simportant that you know how to ask for the type of service you need:

Was kostet das Porto?

vAs kos-tuht dAs poR-toh

What's the postd rate?



German Pronunciation English

fir das Ausland SfiihR dAs ous-IAnt for aforeign country

fur die Vereinigten Staaten fiihR dee feR-ay-nik-tuhn for the United States
shtah-tuhn

fr einen Luftpostbrief fiihR ay-nuhn looft-post-bReef for anair mail letter

flr einen Einschreibebrief fiihR ay-nuhn ayn-shRay-buh-bReef  for aregistered letter

fur eine Eilpost fiihR ay-nuh ayl-post for aspecia delivery

fur einen Eilbrief fiihR ay-nuhn ayl-bReef for an express letter

Here are afew more ussful phrases:

Ich méchte diesen Brief (per Luftpost, per Eilpost) verschicken.
iH moH-tuh dee-zuhn bReef (peR looft-post, peR ayl-post) feR-shi-kuhn
| would like to send thisletter (by air mail, specid ddlivery).

Ich mochte dieses Paket per Nachnahme schicken.
iH méH-tuh dee-zuhs pah-keyt peR nahCH-nah-muh shi-kuhn
| would like to send this package C.O.D.

Wievid wiegt dieser Brief?
vee-feel veekt dee-zuhR bReef
How much does this letter weigh?

Wann wird der Brief ankommen?
vAn ViRt deyR bReef An-ko-muhn
When will the letter arrive?

Wie lange dauert es, bis der Brief ankommt?
vee [An-guh dou-eRt es, bis deyR bReef An-komt
How long will it take for the letter to arrive?
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At the Post Office

Y ou asked someone where the nearest post office was, but you forgot to ask her what it looked
like. Nevertheless, after wandering around the Platz for afew minutes, you've findly found it. (It has
aydlow sgninfront of it with black lettersthat say BP Post.) Go insde and ask what the airmail
rates are for the United States. Then ask what it would cost to send aletter specia ddlivery. Next
ask for half a dozen stamps.



I Want to Send a Telegram

Of course, there are times when a letter just doesn't get there fast enough. Y ou've met a German
count and you're having awhirlwind wedding. Or perhaps you've just found out you're pregnant and
your husband isin a Buddhist retreat where phones are not permitted. Maybe you're going to vist
an old friend in two or three days, and dl you have is her address. What do you do? When timeis
of the essence, send atelegram.

Ich mdchte ein Telegramm senden.
iH moH-tuh ayn tey-ley-gRAm zen-duhn
| would like to send atelegram.

Wie hoch ist der Tarif pro Wort?
vee hoCH ist deyR tA-Reef pRo voRt
How much isthe rate per word?

Konnte ich bitte ein (Antrags) Formular bekommen?
kén-tuh iH bi-tuh ayn (An-tRahks) foR-mew-lahR buh-ko-muhn
May | please have aform?

Wo gibt es die Formulare?
voh gipt es dee foR-mew-lah-Ruh
Where are the forms?

Readin' and Writin'

When yourefilling out forms & the post office, you may have some trouble figuring out what goes
into which tiny bureaucratic-looking box. To ask one of the postd workers where you should write
what information, use the strong verb schreiben (shRay-buhn), to write.

Table 25.2 The Verb schreiben

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich schreibeiH | write wir schreibenveeR  wewrite
shRay-buh shRay-buhn

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

Person Singular English Plural English

Second du schreibst dew you write ihr schreibt eeR you write
shRavpst shRavnt



(Formdl)

Third

vx

Sie schreiben zee
shRay-buhn

er, sie, esschreibt  he, she, it writes
eR, zee, es
shRaypt

vx

Sie schreiben zee
shRay-buhn

sie schreiben zee they write
shRay-buhn

Speeking of writing, you'll aso be doing alot reading—of sgns, of forms, of your own letters, and
of other peopl€s letters. The strong verb lesen (ley-zuhn), to read, will help you express exactly

what kind of reading you are doing.

Table 25.3 The Verb lesen

Person Singular English Plural English

First ichleseiH | read wir lesen veeR we read
ley-zuh ley-zuhn

Second du liest dew you read ihr lest eeR leest you read

(Formd)

Third

leest

Sie lesen zee
ley-zuhn

er, sie, esliest he, she, it reads
eR, zee, es
leest

Sielesenzee
ley-zuhn

sielesenzee they read
ley-zuhn

Can You Read This?

Have you been glancing at German magazines and newspapers whenever you pass a newsstand?
Why don't you buy one? One of the best ways to progressin your reading skillsisto do just that:
Read. Table 25.4 provides you with alist of things you can read when you are in Germany.

Table 25.4 Things to Read

German Pronunciation English

die Anzeige dee an-zay-guh ad

das Buch dA4s bewH book

der Fahrplan deyR fahR-plAn train/bus schedule
die Zeitschrift dee tsayt-shRift magazine

die Speisekarte dee shoav-zuh-kAR-tuh menu



r v

die Zeitung dee tsay-toonk newspaper

(table continued on next page)
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(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English
der Roman deyR roh-mahn novel
die Quittung dee kvi-toonk receipt
das Schild dAs shilt sign
die Warnung dee vAR-noonk warning
Getting It Right

Now thet you're familiar with reading and writing in German, see if you can fill in the blanks with the
correct formsof lesen and schreiben.

Example: Er ene Zeitung.

Answer: Er lied eine Zeitung.

1. Ich meinem Freund einen Brief.
2. Wir ein Buch.

3.Se ihren Eltern eine Postkarte.

4.Du die Wohnungsanzeigen.

What Do You Know About This?

Smart people know everything and wise people know that they don't know anything at al. Whether
you know everything or nothing, one thing you'll have to know is how to use the verbs wissen
(vi-suhn), kennen (ke-nuhn), and kénnen (ké-nuhn). All three verbs express “to know.” You've
aready conjugated konnen, amodd auxiliary verb, in Chapter 16. Here, you conjugate wissen and
kennen.

Table 25.5 The Verb wissen

Person Singular English Plural English



o

o

First ichweib iH I know wir wissen veeR we know
vays vi-suhn
Second du weibt dew you know ihr wildt eeR vist you know
vayst
(Formd) Sie wissen zee Sie wissen zee
vi-suhn vi-suhn
Third er,sie, esweib  he, she, it knows sie wissen zee they know
eR, zee, es vi-suhn
vays
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Table 25.6 The Verb kennen
Person Singular English Plural English
First ich kenneiH | know wir kennen we know
ke-nuh veeR ke-nuhn
Second du kennst dew you know ihr kennt eeR you know
kenst kent
(Formdl) Sie kennen zee Sie kennen zee
ke-nuhn ke-nuhn
Third er, sie, eskennt he, she, it knows siekennenzee  they know

eR, zee, es kent

ke-nuhn

What's the Difference?

When do you use wissen, when do you use kennen, and when do you use kénnen? Wissen isused
primarily to express knowledge of facts and, except when used with indefinite pronouns, is usualy
followed by asubordinate clause: Ich weib, wo der néchste Briefkasten ist (iH vays vo deyR
ndH-stuh bReef-kah-stuhn ist). Kennen is used to express that you know (or are acquainted with):
people, places, things, ideas, and, less frequently than wissen and Kennen, to indicate that you are
skilled at something. It is generaly followed by a*“one-word” direct object: Ich Kenne den
Brieftrdger nicht. Remember that k6nnen isamoda and often is used with another verb that
appears at the end of the sentence: Ich kann den Brief morgen abschicken.

Ichweib, was er maint.
iH vays, vAs eR maynt
| know what he means.



Weibt du wie man Auto fahrt?
vayst dew vee mAn ou-toh fahRt
Do you know how one drives a car?

Sekennt die Konigin von England.
zee kent dee kéh-nih-gin fon eng-lAnt
She knowss the Queen of England.

Kenngt du dieses Lied?
kenst dew dee-suhs leet

Do you know this song?

Wir kénnen Deutsch sprechen.

veeR ko-nuhn doytsh spre-Huhn
We know how to speak German.
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Wissen, Kennen, or Konnen?

The more you use these verbs and the more you hear them used, the more automatic using them will
become. Use what you've learned so far to figure out which “to know” verb should be used in the
following sentences.

1. Setanzen?

2.1ch diesen Mann.

3. Er alles Uber die Philosophie.
4. Sie (she) meinen Namen.

5. Sagt mir nichtsl Ich die Antwort.

The Least You Need to Know
* Getting and sending mail in Germany is easy, once you know the vocabulary.

* Learn the conjugations for schreiben (to write) and lesen (to read) to better explain yoursaf when
filling out forms a the pogt office.

* Generdly, you use the verb wissen when you are referring to facts, kennen when you are referring
to things, places, or people, and konnen as an auxiliary verb when you are spesking of a knack
or skill.
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PART 5
LET'S GET DOWN TO BUSINESS

You may decide that the German life is for you. Learn how to find a place to live—be it a
room in a boarding house or a castle in the Alps—and how to pay for the things you find!
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Chapter 26
I'd Like to Rent a Castle, Please



In This Chapter

> Apartments and houses

» Rooms, furnishings, amenities, and appliances
> Speaking in the subjunctive mood

Areyou tired of the hasdes of a hotel? Is there too much noise reaching your room from the Street?
Why not consder some modest dterndive, like renting a castle? Actudly, this dternative may not be
as extravagant as it sounds. There are more castles in Germany, Switzerland, and Audtriathan
amogt anywhere ese, and renting asmal one in some out-of-the-way place could even turn out to
be more economical than staying in afancy hote. Why not try it?

In this chapter, youll learn how to get furnishings and gppliancesin the event that you decide to stay
awhilein theland of castles and fairy tales. Youll dso learn how to express your plans for the
future.

I Want to Rent a Castle

More and more people are becoming either temporary or permanent expatriates. Some of these
adventurous folk migrate to Germany. Y ou never know when you may decide that you to want to
dat anew life in the Bundesrepublik and either rent a house (or a castle) or—if you can afford
it—buy one of your own.
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In any case, you should be prepared to read and understand the apartments for rent and houses for
sde sections of the Zeitung and be able to speak with real estate agents about whét is available to
rent or buy. Table 26.1 heps you learn the vocabulary you'll need to describe your dream Schlob
(shlos).

Table 26.1 The House. the Apartment. the Rooms



German Pronunciation English

das Arbeitszimmer dAs AR-bayts-tsi-muhR study

das Badezimmer dAs bah-duh-tsi-muhR bathroom
das Dach dAs dACH roof

das Dachgeschob dAs dACH-guh-shos atic

das Erdgeschob dAs eRt-guh-shos ground floor
das Ebzimmer dAs es-tsi-muhR dining roon
das Fenster dAs fen-stuhR window

das Geschob dAs guh-shos floor (story)

das Schlafzimmer
das Treppenhaus
das Wohnzimmer
der Abstellraum
der Aufzug

der Besitzer

der Fubboden
der Hinterhof

der Innenhof

der Kamin

der Keller

der Mieter

der Mietvertrag
der Portier

der Vermieter

der Wandschrank
die Decke

die Dusche

die elektrische Heizuna

dAs shlahf-tsi-muhR
dAs tRe-puhn-hous
dAs vohn-tsi-muhR
deyR Ap-shtel-Roum
deyR ouf-tsewk
deyR buh-zit-suhR
deyR fews-boh-duhn
deyR hin-tuhR-hohf
deyR i-nuhn-hohf
deyR kah-meen
deyR ke-luhR

deyR mee-tuhR
deyR meet-veR-tRahk
deyR poR-tee-eR
deyR feR-mee-tuhR
deyR vAnt-shRAnk
dee de-kuh

dee dew-shuh

dee ev-lek-tRi-shuh hav-tsoone

bedroorr
staircase
living room
storage room
elevator
owner
floor
backyard
courtyard
fireplace
basement
tenant
lease
doorman
landlord
closet
ceiling
shower

electric heatina



die Gasheizung

die Instandhaltung

dieKlimaanlage

v

dee gahs-hay-tsoong
dee in-shtAnt-hAl-toong

dee klee-mah-An-lah-guh

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

gas heating
maintenance

air conditioning

German Pronunciation English

die Kiiche dee kii-Huh kitchen

die Miete dee mee-tuh rent

die Sauna dee zou-nah sauna

die Terrasse dee te-RA-suh terrace
dieWand dee vAnt wall

die Waschkiiche dee vAsh-kii-Huh laundry room
die Wohnung dee voh-noong apartment
Buying or Renting
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Do you want to rent an gpartment? Would you prefer to buy a house? Whether you're buying or
renting, these phrases will serve you well.

Ich suche...
iH zew-Chuh
I'mlooking for...

einen Immobilienmakler (m.)

ay-nuhn i-moh-bee-lee-uhn-mAk-luhR
ared estate agency

den Anzeigentell
den An-tsay-guhn-tayl

the advertisement section

den Anzegental fir Immobilien



deyn An-tsay-guhn-tayl fiihR i-moh-bee-lee-uhn
the red estate advertising section

Ich mochte. .. mieten (kaufen).
iH méH-tuh...mee-tuhn (kou-fuhn)
| would like to rent (buy)...

eine Wohnung
ay-nuh voh-noong
an apartment

eine Eigentumswohnung
ay-nuh ay-guhn-tewms-voh-noong

acondominium
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Wiehoch i die Miete?
vee hohCH ist dee mee-tuh
What isthe rent?

Gibt es Einbriche?
gipt es ayn-bRii-Huh
Are there break-ins?

Wieteuer igt die Ingandhaltung der Wohnung (des Hauses)?
vee toy-uhR ist dee in-shtAnt-hAl-toon deyR voh-noong (des hou-zuhs)
How much is the maintenance of the apartment (house)?

Wie hoch snd die monatlichen Zahlungen?
vee hohCH zint dee moh-nAt-li-Huhn tsah-loon-guhn
How much are the monthly payments?

Ich mdchte mich um eine Hypothek aufnehmen.
iH moH-tuh miH oom ay-nuh hiih-poh-teyk ouf-ney-muhn
I'd like to apply for amortgage.

Mub ich eine Kaution hintelassen?
moos iH ay-nuh kou-tsee-ohn hin-tuhR-14-suhn
Do | haveto leave a deposit?

All the Comforts of Home

Start living in your new home; soon enough your needs become clear. When you go to close the
curtains, you'l redize that there are no curtains. When you walk across the living room floor, the
echo of your footsteps againgt the wood reminds you that a carpet would come in mighty handy. As
evening fals and the rooms grow dark, you'll wish you had alamp, something dim and romantic—an
dternative to the harsh overhead light. Table 26.2 gives you a head start on the furniture and



accessories you may not know you need until you redly art to miss them.

Table 26.2 Furniture and Accessories

German Pronunciation English
das Bett dAs bet bed

das Biicherregal dAs bii-HuhR-Rey-gahl bookshel f
das Eisfach dAs ays-fACH freezer

der Fernseher deyR feRn-zey-huhR television
der Kuhlschrank deyR kiihl-shRAnk refrigerator

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)
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German Pronunciation English
der Ofen deyR o-fuhn oven
der Sessel deyR ze-suhl armchair
der Stuhl deyR shtewl chair
der Teppich deyR tey-piH carpet
der Tisch deyR tish table
der Trochner deyR tRoH-nuhR dryer

die elektrischen Kiichengeréte dee e-lek-tRi-shuhn kii-Huhn-guh-Rd-tuh

die Gardinen dee gAR-dee-nuhn

die Kommode dee ko-moh-duh

die Maobel (pl.) dee moh-buhl

die Spiihimaschine dee shpiihl-mA-shee-nuh
die Uhr dee ewR

kitchen appliances
curtains

dresser

furniture
dishwasher

clock

Let's Buy Furniture



Suppose you've found an unfurnished house or gpartment. What are you interested in purchasing or
renting from afurniture store to stock it? What services would you like the store to provide?

Read this advertissment and then see if you can describe in English what you can expect if you shop
a this particular furniture store.

Mobe haus Mller

Absolute Quditétsgarantie

Wir garantieren kostenlose Reparatur der Mobel innerhab der ersten zwei Jahre.
Wir liefern Thnen Ihre Mdbel kostenlos nach Hause.

Wir kaufen Ihre aten Mobe zurtick.

Wir versichern Thnen absolute Prels- und Quaitétsgarantie.

There's Hope for the Future

If you're planning to buy or rent property, the firgt thing you're going to have to do islearn how to
express your plansin the future tense. There are a number of ways of to do this.
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Expressing the Future.

To express the future in German colloquia speech, the present tenseis often used with afuture
implication. Thisdso is donein English, though not as commonly. If someone asks you whet you are
going to do later in the day, you could say, Go home, I guess. Go to bed. After that, sleep.
Another way of spesking in the future is by using the future tense. To form the future tense, use the
present tense of the auxiliary verb werden (veR-duhn), which means “to become’ with the infinitive
of the verb:

subject + conjugated present tense of werden + the infinitive of the verb

Table 26.3 conjugates the verb kaufen for you in the future tense.

Table 26.3 Kaufen in the Future Tense

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich werde kaufen I will buy wir werden kaufen wewill buy
iH veR-duh kou-fuhn veeR veR-duhn
kou-fuhn
Second duwirst kaufen youwill buy  ihr werdet kaufen you will buy
dew veeRst kou-fuhn eeR veR-det kau-fuhn
(Formdl) Sie werden kaufen Sie werden kaufen

zee veR-duhn kou-fuhn

zee veR-duhn kou-fuhn



v

Third er, sie, eswird kaufen he, she, it siewerden kaufen they will buy
eR, zee, es virt kou-fuhn  will buy zee veR-duhn kou-fuhn

Today's Plans

Make alig of dl the things you and your friends have to do tommorow.

What's What
The future
tense To form
the future tense,
use the present
tense of the auxiliary
verh werden with the infini-
tive of the verb.

Example: ich/ein Auto kaufen
Answer: Ich werde ein Auto kaufen.
1. Bertaund Ingefins Kino gehen

2. Klaus/Einkaufe machen

3. Klaus und ich/Tennis spiden

4. Meine Mutter/zum Zahnarzt gehen

5. Ich/Ben anrufen

What Would You Do?

If you're not sure whether you're going to get everything done, you will probably want to use the
subjunctive mood. In an ided world, you would never have to use this mood—
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you would make alist of thingsto do and do them. Y ou would put on your jogging shoes and step
outside and run four miles. Y ou would clean your gpartment; you would write letters to your mother.
Unfortunately, as much as you would like to do things, as much asyou should do them, you don't
aways get them done. Thank goodness for the subjunctive mood.

I'm in a Subjunctive Mood

German has separate forms for verbs that are in the subjunctive mood, formsthat are used to
express wishes or contrary-to-fact statements. But German, and English, have an easy way to form
the subjunctive. You just use “would” (the subjunctive form of “will”) and the infinitive of averb, for
example, “would rent” or “wirde mieten.” Hereisthe basic formula you should use to form



sentences in the subjunctive;
Subject + wirde (conjugated to agree with subject) + infinitive
Wir wiirden ein grabes, dtes Schlob mieten.

Y ou can use this formulawith most verbs. Y ou will find werden conjugated in the subjunctivein
Table 26.4 with the verb mieten (mee-tuhn), to rent. Use this conjugation of werden with every
verb you use to form the subjunctive.

Here is the basic formula you should use to form sentences in the subjunctive:

Subject + werden conjugated in the subjunctive + infinitive of the verb

Table 26.4 Mieten in the Subjunctive Mood

Person Singular English Plural English
First ich wiirde mieten I will rent wir wirden mieten wewill rent
iH veR-duh mee-tuhn veeR mee-tuhn
Second du wiirdest mieten youwill rent  ihr wirdet mieten you will rent
dew ViiR-duhst mee-tuhn eeR veR-det mee-tuhn
(Formd) Sie wirden mieten Sie wirden mieten
zee veR-duhn mee-tuhn zee veR-duhn
mee-tuhn
Third er, sie, eswirde mieten he, she, it siewirden mieten they will rent
eR, zee, es ViiR-duh will rent zee veR-duhn
mee-tuhn mee-tuhn

Abracadabra, You Have Three Wishes

Y ou are walking dong a path in the woods when you come upon a pear-shaped blue bottle. It is
chipped aong the bottom rim, but other than that it gppears to be in good condition. There is a cork
stuck in the mouth of bottle and adark liquid daps the sdes when you hold it up to thelight. You try
to twigt the cork free. Findly, it comesloose,
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didodging itsdf from the neck with apop. Y ou are surrounded by smoke, and ageniein
Lederhosen and suspenders and along beard isfloating in the air before you. “Du hast drei
Wiinsche frei,” the genie says. “Was wiirden Sie am liebsten tun in Deutschland?” (*You have
three wishes. What would you mogt like to do in Germany?’) Come up with alist of things you'd
like to do using the suggestions.

Example: einen BMW kaufen



Answer: Ich wirde am liebsten eéinen BMW kaufen.
1. ineinem Schlob |eben

2. Tennis spielen wie Boris Becker

3. vid Geld haben

The Least You Need to Know

* After you learn afew basic phrases, you should have no trouble buying or renting an apartmernt,
house, or (you never know!) cagtle from a German rea estate agent.

* To furnish specific rooms, you will have to know the vocabulary for furnishings, amenities, and
appliances.

* To speak of something you plan to do in the future, use the perfect tense with an implication of
future action or the future tense, which is formed with the helping verb werden conjugated in the
present + the verb in the infinitive,

» To form the subjunctive mood, use the following formula: Subject + werden conjugated in the
subjunctive + infinitive of the verb.
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Chapter 27
Money Matters




In This Chapter

» Understanding banking terms
> Cashing travelers checks

> Exchanging money

Now you should be ready to stay indefinitely in a German-speaking country. Y ou've learned how to
rent acastle (or an gpartment, if you're interested in something a little more modest), and you've also
learned how to furnish it to your liking. In preceding chapters, you learned how to dine out, how to
have fun, how to meet people, and how to make phone calls.

Chances are that you've dready cashed a significant portion of your traveler's checks, and that
you've nearly reached the limit on dl your credit cards. It's time for you to learn how to ded with
money in aforeign country. Y ou may need to use the long- distance phone skills you learned in
Chapter 24 to cal home and have one of your loved ones prove their love by wiring you alittle extra

money.
Or perhgps you have alot of money in a Swiss bank account and you'd like to invest it in some

German business dedls your friends have been tdlling you about. If you're involved in business, many
of the terms you are introduced to in this chapter will be of useto you.
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Get Me to the Bank, Quick!

Hotels, restaurants, and banks—these are the places where you will probably spend agood deal of
your time when you travel. Banks will be of particular importance to you, because sooner or later,
you'l probably need to exchange money, to cash traveler's checks, or to receive a cash advance on
one of your credit cards. If you're planning to reside for an extended period of timein a
German-speaking country, you may even want to take out aloan to set up a business, purchase red
edtate, play the stock market, or open a checking account.

Learning Banking Lingo

If you need to do anything involving your friendly loca banker, you'l have to acquaint yoursdf with
the banking termsin Table 27.1.

Table 27.1 Mini-Dictionary of Banking Terms

German Pronunciation English
abheben Ap-hey-buhn withdraw
ausfillen ous-fii-luhn fill out

leihen lav-huhn borrow



das Bankkonto
dasBargeld

das Darlehen

das Einkommen

das Geldwechselbiro
das Kontobuch

das Scheckbuch

das Sparkonto

das Wechselgeld

der (Kassen) Schalter
der Angestellte

der Ankauf

der Bankautomat

der Bankbeamte/die Bankbeamtin

der Bankdirektor

v

dAs bAnk-kon-toh

dAs bahR-gelt

dAs dahR-ley-huhn

dAs ayn-ko-muhn

dAs gelt-ve-ksel-biih-Roh
dAs kon-toh-bewCH

dAs shek-bewCH

dAs shpAR-kon-toh

dAs ve-ksel-gelt

deyR (kA-suhn) shAl-tuhR
deyR An-guh-shtel-tuh
deyR An-kouf

deyR bAnk-ou-toh-maht

deyR bAnk-bey-Am-tuh/dee
bAnk-bey-Am-tin

deyR bAnk-dee-Rek-tohR

bank account

cash

loan

revenue

money exchange bureau
bankbook

checkbook

savings account
change (coins)

(teller's) window
employee

purchase

automatic teller machine

bank employee

bank manager
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der Einzahlungsbeleg deyR deposit slip
ayn-tsah-looks-bey-leyk

der Geldflub deyR gelt-floos cash flow

(table continued on next page)

(table continued from previous page)

German Pronunciation English

der Geldschein deyR gelt-shayn bill

der Kassierer/die Kassiererin deyR kA-see-RuhR/dee teller
kA-see-Ruh-Rin

der Kontostand devR kon-toh-shtAnt balance



der Reisescheck
der Verkaut

der Wechselkurs
die Abhebung
die Abzahlung
die Anzahlung
die Einzahlung
dieFilide

die Hypothek
dieMiinze

die Quittung

die Ratenzahlung
die Restzahlung
die Schulden

die Uberweisung
die Uberziehung
die Unterschrift

die Zahlung

ein Uberberzogener Scheck (m.)

einzahlen
kurzfristig
langfristig

das Konto tiberziehen

sparen
Uberweisen
unterschreiben

verleihen

v

deyR Ray-zuh-shek

deyR feR-kouf

deyR ve-ksel-kooRs

dee Ap-hey-boong

dee Ap-zah-loong

dee An-zah-loong

dee ayn-tsah-loong

dee fi-lee-ah-luh

dee hiih-poh-teyk

dee miin-tsuh

dee kvi-toong

dee Rah-tuhn-tsah-loong
dee Rest-tsah-loong

dee shool-duhn

dee iih-buhR-vay-zoong
dee iih-buhR-tsee-hoong
dee oon-tuhR-shRift

dee tsah-loong

ayn tih-buhR-tsoh-guh-nuhR

shek
ayn-tsah-luhn
kooRts-fRis-tiH
IAnk-fRis-tiH

dAs kon-toh
tih-buhR-tsee-huhn

shpah-Ruhn
tih-buhR-vay-zuhn
oon-tuhR-shRay-buhn

feR-lav-huhn

traveler's check
sale
exchangerate
withdrawal
installment payment
down payment
deposit

branch
mortgage

coin

receipt
installment plan
final payment
debt

transfer
overdraft
signature
payment

an overdrawn check

to deposit
short term
long term

to overdraft

save
transfer
sign (to)

to loan



v v

wechseln ve-ksuhln change (transaction)
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Where to Exchange Money

In Germany, money can be exchanged a Wechselstuben (vek-suhl-shtew-buhn), or money
exchange booths, at airports, and train stations. The Deutsche Verkehrs-Kredit Bank has branches
intrain gations that stay open until 6 p.m. Y our best bet, however, ista exchange money a one of
the larger branches of abank in cities (you may have some trouble in the smdler towns), where the
exchange rates are higher and the commission is lower. Most hotel's also exchange money, but their
rates are a complete rip-off, redly—ein totaler Nepp. It's hardly even worth mentioning them.

If it's traveler's checks you're looking to exchange, you can do this in the same places you might go
to exchange money: Banks, money exchange booths, and post offices. Y oull have trouble getting
anyone to accept traveler's checks as direct payment.

Then—are you ready?—once again, there's the miraculous German post office. In addition to seling
stamps, sending packages, and connecting you with long-distance operators, the bureaucratic angels
in the German pogt office aso will change your money for you, which is something you may want to
keep in mind if you're cashlessiin the late afternoon: Post offices stay open until 6 p.m. What don't
they do in post offices? Wdll, if you want a message scribbled to your loved in the vicinity of the
Pleads and are looking for a skywriter with amgor in aeronautics and aminor in caligraphy, youll
smply haveto look esawhere.

F |

Calture Shock

Most German banks are open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. with a break from 12:30 to 2:30. On Thursday, banks are open until
5:30 p.m. The largest banks are the Commerzbank, the Deutsche Bank, the
Dresdner Bank, and the Volksbank,

Transactions You Need to Make.

If you plan to settle down in Germany, prepare yoursdf for the banking experience that awaits you
by familiarizing yourself with the following phrases (the phrases you use will depend on whether
you're going to exchange money, make a deposit or awithdrawal, open a checking or savings
account, or gpply for aloan).

Wie snd ihre Offnungszeiten?
vee sint ee-Ruh 6f-nooks-tsay-tuhn
What are the banking hours?

Ich mochte. ..



iH moH-tuh
| would like...

ene Einzahlung machen
ay-nuh ayn-tsah-loong mA-CHuhn
to make a deposit

eine Abhebung macher
ay-nuh Ap-hey-boong mA-CHuhn
to make awithdrawal

eine Zahlung machen
ay-nuh tsah-loong mA-CHuhn

to make a payment

ein Darlehen aufnehmen
ayn dAR-ley-huhn ouf-ney-muhn
to take out aloan

enen Scheck enldsen

ay-nuhn shek ayn-loh-zuhn
to cash a check

ein Konto erdffnen
ayn kon-toh eR-6f-nuhn
o open an account

ein Konto schlieben
ayn kon-toh shlee-suhn
to close an account

etwas Geld wechseln
etvAs gelt ve-ksuhln
to change some money

Werde ich enen monatlichen Kontoauszug bekommen?
veR-duh iH ay-nuhn mo-nAt-li-Huhn kon-toh-ous-tsewk buh-ko-muhn
Will | get amonthly statement?

Wie hoch ist de'r heutige Wechselkurs?
vee hoCH ist deyR hoy-ti-guh ve-ksuhl-kooRs
How high istoday's exchange rate?

Haben Sie einen Bankeautomaten?
hah-buhn zee ay-nuhn bAnk-ou-toh-mahtuhn
Do you have an autométic teller machine?
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Wie benutzt man ihn?
vee buh-nootst mAn een
How does one use it?
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Ich mochte eine Hypothek aufnehmen.
iH m6éH-tuh ay-nuh hiih-poh-teyk ouf-ney-muhn
I'd like to take out a mortage.

Wie hoch snd die monatlichen Zahlungen?
vee hoCH zint dee moh-nAt-li-Huhn tsah-loon-guhn
How much are the monthly payments?

Wiehoch ist die Zingate?
vee hoCH ist dee tsins-Rah-tuh
What isthe interest rate?

Wie grab ist der Zeitraum fur das Darlehen?
vee gRohs ist deyR tsayt-Roum fiihR dAs dAR-ley-huhn
Whét's the time period of the loan?

fichtang
Although many esta-
blishments in Ger-
many do accept credit
cards, plastic is a less
widespread phenoms-
enon in Germany than it is in

the United States. Be sure that
vou see the imprimatur of
your credit card company on
the window or menu of the
establishment where you're
about to eat—aotherwise you
may be washing dishes till the
banks open at 9:00 a.m.

Culture Shock

One Deutschmark (DM) consists of 100 Pfennig (pf). Use cardinal num-
bers to talk about coins. Die Plennige, (dee pfe-ni-guh) coins are divided into
1, 2, 5, 10, and 50 pf coins. Die Deutsche Mark (dee doy-chuh mARK) come in
these denominations: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500, and 1,000 DM. In Switzerland,
the currency is Franken, (fRAn-kuhn), divided into 100 Rappen, (RA-pulin); in
Austria, it is Schillinge, (shi-lin-guh), divided into 100 Groschen, (gRo-shufin).

The Least You Need to Know



* Familiarity with the appropriate banking termswill be your greatest asset when you arein a
German bank.

* In Germany, the best places to exchange money and cash traveler's checks are banks and post

offices.
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APPENDIX A
ANSWER KEY

Y ou will find the answers to the exercises in this book arranged here by chapter and heading.

Chapter 2
Now It's Your Turn

1. Wir snd innerhalb von zwel Stunden zu Hause.

2. Er hatte direkte Informationen Uber das Pferderennen.
3. Wir gehen ins Innere der Hohle.

4. Er vergteckt den Schliissdl im Innern der Schachtdl.

5. Der Magen des Mannes Schmertz.

Chapter 5
How Much Do You Understand Already?

1. The bandit isblond.
2. The bank is modern.
3. The president is elegant.

4. Thewind iswarm.

What Do You Think?
1. Das Wetter it guit.
2. |st das Buch interessant?

3. Der Autor ist populdr.



4. Das Pafum is attraktiv.
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5. DieWind ig warm.

6. Der Charakter it primitiv.

This Is Easy

[y

. The president and the bandit bake tomatoes.

(]

. Theundle drinkswine,

W

. The tiger and the eephant swim in the ocean.

N

. Thefilm beginsin a supermarket.

n

. “Reigion or chaos? A modern problem,” said the young, intelligent author.

=)

. The baby liesin the arms of its mother.

<

. My brother has aguitar.

@0

. Thedligator costs $10,000.

Chapter 6
Putting Your Expressions to Use I (or How to Get There From
Here)

1. Ich fahre mit dem Zug von Wisconsan nach Vancouver.
2. Ich fahre mit dem Auto vom Hughafen zum See.
3. Ich fahre mit dem Schiff Gber den See.

4. |ch rate mit dem Pferd zum Haus meiner Eltern.

Putting Your Expressions to Use II (or What Time Is It?)
1. bis bald/auf Wiedersehen

2. bis spéter/bis heute abend

3. piinktlich

4. (zu) spét
5. (zu) frih



6. von Zdit zu Zeit

7. regemébigltaglich
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Putting Your Expressions to Use III (or Just Getting There In One Piece)
1. Gegentlber der Post ist der Bahnhof.

2. Vor dem Museum ist der Parkplatz.

3. Links neben dem Hotdl ist der Bahnhof.

4. Hinter dem Cafe ist der Spidplatz.

5. Die Bé&ckere ist gegenliber der Bahnhof.

Putting Your Expressions to Use IV (or What's Your Opinion?).
1. Ich habe keine Ahnung. Ich habe den Wetterbericht nicht gelesen.

2. Dasig einetolle Idee. Ich schwimme gern!

3. Du hast recht. Dasist mir schon oft passert.

4. Dasigt mir egd. Ich glaube in jeder Zeitung finden wir enen Wetterbericht.

Putting Your Expressions to Use V (or How Are You?)
1. Ich bin mide.

2. Mir igt kadlt.

3. Sewent. Seid traurig.

4. Ich bin glticklich, deb das Wetter gut ist.

5. Men Magen knurrt. Ich bin hungrig.

6. Ich bin verliebt.

Putting Your Expressions to Use VI (or How's the Weather?)
1. "Magdeburg (regnerisch)

2. Dresden (bewolkt)

3. Stuttgart (sonnig)

4. Munich (heter biswalkig)



Chapter 7
Compound Nouns

1. die Hotelkette

2. das Musikgeschéft
3. das Geschenkpapier
4. der Blutdruck

5. der Briefkasten

Practice Those Plurals

1. Wo finde ich Zahnérzte? | ch brauche die Namen eniger Zahnérzte.
2. Wo findeich einige, schone Cafesin Berlin?

3. Snd Sedie Bruder von Marc?

4. Haben dle deutschen Zeitungen einen Wetterbericht?

5. Wieteuer 9nd ihre Zimmer?

What Have You Learned About Gender?
1. Rock band seeks femae singer.

2. Hospitd seeks male and female assigtants.

3. Pharmacy seeksfemde pharmacist.

4. Company seeks male or female secretary.

5. Restaurant seeks male cook.

Chapter 8
Er, Sie, Es?

1. Setanzten.
2. Sewar heiter.

3. Seweainte.
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4. Er war betrunken.

Chapter 9
Conjugation 101

1. Ich suche das Museum.

2. Klaus resarviert ein Hotelzimmer.
3. Sewarten auf den Bus.

4. |hr mietet ein Auto.

5. Wir fragen nach der Adresse.

6. Ich lerne Deutsch.

7. Ich reise nach Hamburg.

8. Er braucht ein Taxi.

Conjugation 102

1. Hansibt gern Bratwurdt.
2. Er gibt mir enen guten Tip.
3. Ich sehe enen Biergarten.

4. Setrifft ihre deutsche Brieffreundin.

5. Du sprichgt sehr gut Englisch.
6. Karl liest die Sliddeutsche Zeitung.
7. Karin Fahrt nach Berlin.

8. Der Bus hdlt vor der Kirche.

Ask Me If You Can

1. Kostet das Ticket 500 DM?

2. s dasder Termind fir internationae Huge?
3. Seht die Hugnummer auf dem Ticket?

4. Gibt es Toiletten auf dieser Etage?
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5. Dauert der Flug zwel Stunden?

Chapter 10
Use It or Lose It.

1. 'm awaiter.

2. He'san dectrician.
3. She'sadoctor.

4. I'm alawyer.

5. You're awaitress.

Ask Away

A: Sample Questions
Woher kommst du?
Mit wem reist du?
Wohin reigt du?

Reig du gern?

B: Sample Questions
Wie heibt 5€?

Woher kommt se€?
Wielangeres Se*
Wohinreis se?

Gefdlt ihr die Bundesrepublick?

Wann mub se wieder nach Hause zurtickfliegen?
Wohin mub sie bad wieder zuriickfliegen?

Chapter 11
Mine, All Mine
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1. Seine Schwester

2. der Bruder des Méadchens
3. die Mutter des Mannes

4. die Eltern des Kindes

5. Der Ehemann meiner Schwester
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Breaking the Ice

1. Darf ich mich vorgdlen. Mein Nameig...

2. Kennen Sie (meinen Bruder, meine Schwester, meine Mutter, meinen Vater...)?
3. Dasig...

4. Mein Nameig... Esfreut mich, Sie kennenzulernen.

Using Idioms with Haben

1. Er hat die Abscht zu heiraten.

2. Anne und Mark haben die Zeit eine Reise nach Deutschland zu unternehmen.
3. lhr habt Gliick im Spidl.

4. Du hadt die Gewohnheit zu vid ferzusehen.

Complete the Descriptions

1. Men lugtiger Opa bringt mich zum Lachen.

2. Der Freundin meiner Frau geht es nicht gut. Seist krank.
3. Der Bruder ihrer Tante hat viel Geld. Er ist sehr reich.

Chapter 12
Signs Everywhere

1.D
2.B
3.E



4.C
5. A

Take Command

Verb Du Thr Sie English
abbiegen Biege ab! Biegt ab! Biegen Sie ab! Turn!
weitergehen Gehewelter! Gehtweiter! Gehen Sieweiter! Go!
laufen Laufe! Lauft! Laufen Sie! Walk!
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Chapter 13

A Means to an End

1. Ich nehme ein Taxi, um zum Geschéft zu kommen.

2. Wir nehmen die Streb enbahn, um in die Innenstadt zu kommen.
3. Er nimmt das Auto, um zur Kirche zu fahren.

4. Senimmt das Fahrrad, um aufs Land zu fahren.

Using What and Which
We chen Zug nehmen Se?

In welche Stadt fahrst du?
Welches Auto mietet er?
Welchen Freund besuchst du?
In welches Museum geht ihr?

Welches Hotd sucht se?

Chapter 14
What a Hotel! Does It Have...?



Kunde Guten Tag. Haben Se en Zimmer frei?

Empfangschef: Mochten Sie eén Zimmer mit eéinem Bakon? Wir haben ein wunderschones Zimmer
mit Aussicht zur Meersaite,

Kunde: Ja, warum nicht? Hat das Zimmer ein Telefon? Ich erwarte einen wichtigen Anruf.
Empfangschef: Sdbstversténdlich. Mochten Sie Vollpension oder Halbpension?

Kunde: Vollpension, bitte.

Empfangschef: Gut. Die Zimmernummer it 33. Hier ist Ihr Schltissd. Gute Nacht.

Calling Housekeeping

1. Ich brauche einen Adapter.

2. Ich hétte gern eén Minerdwasser.

3. Ich brauche Briefpapier.

4. Ich hétte gern einen Aschenbecher und Streichhdl zer.
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The Declension of Ordinal Numbers
1. Wir haben nicht vid Gdd. Wir fahren zweter Klase.

2. “Erger Stop ist Marl; Zweiter Stop it Haltern; Dritter Stop ist Recklinghausen,” sagt der
Busfahrer.

3. Man erser Beruf war Tdlerwascher. Heute bin ich Millionér.
4. Zuers kommt die Pogt. Das zweite Gebaude auf der linken Seiteist ein Hotd.

5. Auf der zweiten Etage befindet Sch das Restaurant. Auf der dritten Etageist das
Einkaufszentrum.

Chapter 15
Making a Date

1. Vaentingag ist am 14. Februar.

2. Men Geburtstag ist am. ..

3. Der Hochzeitstag meiner Elternist am...
4. Neujahr ist am 1. Januar.



Time Expressions
1. My birthday is aweek from today.
2. Y esterday, the weather was good.

3. Mondays | play football.

4. Wetravel to Germany the day after tomorrow.

Chapter 16
What Do You Want to See?

1. Im Nachtclub seht man eine Vorgdlung.

2. In der Kathedrde seht man die Glasmaerei.
3. Im Schlob seht man Wandteppiche.

4. Im Zoo seht man Tiere.

5. Im Museum seht man Bilder und Skulpturen.

More Suggestions
1. Lab unseine Kirche beschtigen.
Fantastisch! 1ch liebe Kirchen.
Nein, das interessiert mich nicht.
2. Lab unsene Ausstdlung sehen.
Ja, dasinteressiert mich.
Nein, dasigt langwalig.
3. Lab unsnach Europareisen.
Ja, ich liebe Europa
Nein, ich mag Europa nicht.
4. Lab unsBilder anschauen.
Nein, das sagt mir nicht zu.

Ja, dasinteresset mich.
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Chapter 17
Wear Yourself Out

1. Unter unseren Schuhen, tragen wir socken.

2. Wenn ich schiafe, trage ich einen Schafanzug.
3. Unter deiner Hosg, tragst du eine Unterhose.

4. Wenn es regngt, trage ich einen Regenmantd.
5. Im Winter tragt ihr ein Paar Handschuhe.

Colors

1. Ich mdchte einen hellroten Rock.

2. |ch mochte einen dunkelblauen Anzug.
3. Ich mochte einen hellgelben Hut.

4. |ch mdchte eine graue Jacke.

Us, You, and Them: Using Direct Object Pronouns
1. Ja, ich mag ihn/Nein, ich mag ihn nicht.

2. Ja, ichmag se/Nein, ich mag se nicht.

3. Ja, ich mag Se/Nein, ich mag se nicht.
4. Ja, ich mag es/Nein, ich mag es nicht.

To Us, To You, To Them: Using Indirect Object Pronouns.

1. Schenk ihnen enen Schd. Schenke ihn ihnen.
2. Schenk ihr eéin Kleid. Schenke esihr.
3. Schenk ihm ene kurze Hose. Schenke seihm.

4. Schenk ihr eine Strumpfhose. Schenke seihr.

Chapter 18
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Prost!
1. Was mdchten Sie trinken?

2. Ich mochte ein Glas Bier trinken.

3. Die baiden Frauen am Nachbartisch trinken Kaffee.

4. Men Freund und ich trinken gern trockenen Waein.

5. Am liebgten trinke ich Limonade.

A Trip to the Market

1. Ich mdchte eine Hasche Milch.

2. Ich méchte ein halbes Pfund Garnelen.
3. Ich mochte eine Dose Tomaten.

4. Ich mochte ene Tute Kirschen.

5. Ich mdchte ein Dutzend Eier.

Chapter 19
You Need What?

1. Ich brauche eine Spei sekarte.
2. Ich brauche en Glas.
3. Ich brauche ene Saviette.

4. |ch brauche ene Pfeffermiihle.

That's the Way I Like It
1. Semochteihr Stesk blutig.

2. Hans mdchte seinen Fisch paniert.

3. Wir mdchten unsere Kartoffeln plriert.

4. Ich mdchte mein Gemiise gedinget.

Chapter 20
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Where to Play Your Game

1. Ich wandere am liebsten im Gehirge.

2. Fubbal spiden wir auf dem FLb bdlplatz.
3. Zum Skifahren, geheich auf die Skipiste,
4. Anna schwimmt gern im Schwimmbed.

Express Your Desire with Mogen
1. Er mdchte Wasserski laufen.

2. Se mochte berggteigen.

3. Wir méchten wandern.

4. Sie mdchten raiten.

Do You Accept or Refuse?

1. Mdchten Sie Basketball spiden? Ja, dasist eine gute Idee.
2. Mochten Sie wandern? Nein, ich bin mide.

3. Mochten Sie Fubbdl spiden? Warum nicht?

4. Mochten Sie fischen? Nein, ich habe keine Zeit.

Just How Good Are You at Adverbs?
1. Ich tanze gut.

2. Ich spide ausgezeichnet Klavier.

3. Ich koche grauenhaft.

4. |ch side schlecht Golf.

Chapter 21
I Need These Shoes

1. Ich suche eine Wascherel.
2. Konnen Se diesssKled fur mich reinigen?

3. Umwievid Uhr schlieben Se?
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4. Konnen Sie mir meine Schuhe putzen, bitte?

Chapter 22
Doctor, Doctor.

1. Ich habe eine Erkdtung.

2. Ich habe Husten.

3. Ich habe Kopfschmerzen.
4. |ch habe Bauchschmerzen.

Reflexive Verbs in Action
1. Ichzieheich an.

2. Ichrederemich.

3. Ich wasche mich.

4. Ich ziehemich aus

5. Ichlege mich hin.

Be Bossy

1. Wasche dich! Wasche dich nicht!

2. Putze dir die Z&hne! Putze dir nicht die Z&hne!

3. Kdmme dir die Haare! Kémmedir nicht die Haare!

4. Ziehe dich an! Ziehe dich nicht an!
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Chapter 23
Have It on Hand

1. Ich brauche Apirin.
2. Ich brauche Krticken.
3. Ich brauche Heftpflaster.

4. |ch brauche Taschentlicher.



5. Ich brauche Schiatabl etten.

Using Sein in the Perfekt

1. Ich bin in die Drogerie gegangen.

2. Ich habe Aspirin und Rasiercreme aus dem Regd genommen.
3. Ich habe meine Einkaufe zur Kasse gebracht.

4. Ich habe der Kassererin geantwortet.

5. Ich habe nicht an meine Einkaufstasche gedacht.

Did You or Didn't You?

1. Du bigt nicht zum Musaum gegangen.
2. Er hat den Brief nicht geschickt.

3. Seid nicht zum Friseur gegangen.

4. Se hat den Anruf nicht gemacht.

5. Wir haben den FIm nicht gesehen.

Ask Questions

1. Said ihr zum Friseur gegangen? Said ihr nicht zum Friseur gegangen?

2. Haben se den Hugtensaft getrunken? Haben Se den Hustensaft nicht getrunken?

3. Hast du an die Einkaufstasche gedacht? Hast du nicht an die Einkaufstasche gedacht?
4. Hat Uli geraucht? Hat Uli nicht geraucht?

Chapter 24
Phone Home

1. Ich habe den Hérer abgenommen.

2. Ich habe die Minzen eingeworfen.

3. Dann habe ich die Telefonnummer gewahit.
4. Danach habe ich den Horer aufgelegt.
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Excuses, Excuses

1. Sie hat sch angezogen.

2. Er hat Schrasernt.

3. Wir haben uns gewaschen.

4. Sie haben sch die Zghnegeputzt.

Chapter 25
Getting It Right

1. Ich schrelbe meinem Freund einen Brief.

2. Wir lesen ein Buch.
3. Sie schralbt ihren Eltern eine Pogtkarte,

4. Du liest die Wohnungsanzeigen.

Wissen, Kennen, or Konnen?
1. Konnen Se tanzen?

2. Ich kenne diesen Mann.

3. Er welb dles Uber die Philosophie.
4. Sekennt meinen Namen.

5. Sag mir nichts. Ich web die Antwort.

Chapter 26
Today's Plans

1. Sewerden ins Kino gehen.

2. Er wird Einkéufe machen.

3. Wir werdn Tennis spiden.

4. Se werden zum Zahnarzt gehen.

5. Ich werde Ben anrufen.
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Abracadabra, You Have Three Wishes

1. Ich wirde am liebsten in eéinem Schlob Ieben.

2. Ich wirde am liebsten Tennis spielen wie Boris Becker.
3. Ich wirde am liebsten vid Geld haben.
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APPENDIX B
GLOSSARY: LINGUISTIC TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Adverbs Words used to modify verbs or adjectives.
Cardinal numbers Numbers used in counting.

Cases The form nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and prepositions take in a sentence depending on
their function.

Cognates Words in German that are smilar to (near cognates) or exactly like (perfect cognates)
their English counterparts.

Comparative form The “more’ form adjectives and adverbs take when compared to something
dse

Compound verbs Verbsthat are formed by adding a prefix to the stem verb. In German, there are
two principa types of compound verbs. Those with separable prefixes and those with
inseparable prefixes.

Conjugation The changes of the verb that occur to indicate who or what is performing the actior
(or undergoing the state of being) of the verb and when the action (or state of being) of the verb
is occurring: in the present, the pagt, or the future.

Consonants All the lettersin the aphabet other than ¢, ¢, i, o, and u.
Contraction A single word made out of two words. In German, no apostrophe is used.

Declension The paitern of changes occurring in nouns, pronouns, articles, adjectives, and
prepositions in each of the four different cases.

Definite article The masculine (der), feminine (die) or neuter (das) article that precedes German
nouns and corresponds with “the’ in English. Unlike the English “the,” these articles show the
gender and number of anoun.

Demonstrative pronouns Pronouns such as dieser (this) and jener (that) that allow you to be
specific by pointing out someone or something.
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Diphthongs Combinations of vowes that begin with one vowd sound and end with a different
vowd sound in the same syllable.

Direct object At who or what the action of the verb is being directed.

Future tense To form the future tense, use the present tense of the auxiliary verb werden with the
infinitive of the verb.

Genetive -s This method of showing possesson can be used with family members and proper
names. To say, “Stephani€'s father,” you would say, Stephanies Vater (ste-fah-nees
fah-tuhR). To say, “father's daughter,” you would say, Vaters Tochter (fah-tuhRs toH-tuhR).

Idiomatic expression Speech form or expression that cannot be understood by litera trandation.

Imperative form The form averb takes to indicate acommand. In the imperative form, the
understood subject is dways “you.”

Indefinite article Articles used when you are speaking about a noun in general, and not about a
Specific noun.

Indirect object The object for whose benefit or in whose interest the action of the verb is being
performed.

Infinitive form The unconjugated form of a verb. In German, the infinitive form of verbsend in -en,
or in some cases, Imply -n. Verbs are liged in the dictionary in the infinitive form.

Intransitive verbs Verbsthat do not have an object.

Inversion Reversing the word order of the subject noun or pronoun and the conjugated form of the
verb to make a statement a question.

Modal verbs A verb used with another verb to ater or modify its meaning. The sx principa moda
verbsin German are sollen, miissen, diirfen, konnen, wollen, and mogen.

Noun marker Any of avariety of articles, such asder, die, das, or die (the equivdent of “the’ for
plurd nouns), ein the equivaent of “a’ for masculine or neuter nouns, or eine, the equivaent of
“d’ for feminine nouns.

Ordinal numbers Numbers that refer to a specific number in a series and answer the question,
“Which one?

Positive form The form in which adverbs or adjectives appear normdly, before they have taken
any endings

Possessive adjectives The adjectives mein, dein, sein, ihr, and unser show that something
belongs to someone.

Prefix In German, a prefix isaword form that modifies the meaning of the basic word.



Prepositions Words that show the relation of a noun to another word in a sentence.
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Present tense The form averb takesto indicate that the action is occurring in the present.

Reflexive pronoun The pronoun that forms a part of areflexive verb where the action refers back
to the subject.

Reflexive verb Verbsthat dways take reflexive pronouns, because the action of the verb reflects
back on the subject of the sentence.

Separable prefix Verba complements that are placed at the end of the sentence when the verb is
conjugated.

Stem The part of averb you are |eft with after removing the ending -en from the infinitive. The stem
of the verb tanzen (tAn-suhn) for example, would be tan:z-.

Stem vowel The vowd in the stem (diphthongs are consdered single vowes).
Stress The emphasis placed on one or more syllables of aword when you pronounce it.

Strong verbs Verbswhose slem vowel undergoes a change or a modification when conjugated in
the past tense. Only some strong verbs undergo avowd modification in the present tense.

Subject The noun or pronoun performing the action of the verb.

Superlative form The “mogt” form adjectives and adverbs take when they are compared.
Transitive verbs Verbsthat have an object.

Umlaut The term for the two dots that can be placed over the vowels a, 0, and u.

Vowel A, e, i, 0, and u are vowels.

Word order The position of words in a sentence.
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INDEX

A

a, pronunciation, 18-19

abbreviations, bilingud dictionaries, 11-12



academic texts, compound words, 13
accent, 16-17
accusative case, 71
nouns, 179-180
pronouns, 179-180
demongtrative, 184
object, 179-182
reflexive, 250
adjectives
cognates, 38-44
fdse, 43-44
near, 3840
common, 113
comparatives, 238-240
irregular, 240
cooking methods, 204
declining vs. non-declining, 109
dictionary abbreviation, 11
gregtingg/sd utations, 111
numbers, 111
postive form, 238, 314
possessive, 103-105
dative case, 71
declenson, 104-105
preferences, expressing, 105
gark (strong), comparative/superlative form, 239
Superlatives, 171, 238-240

irregular, 240



vs. adverbs, 222-223
adverbs
cognates, fase, 4344
common, 223224
comparatives, 222, 238-240
forming, 240
stark (strong), 239
placement in sentences, 224-225
positive form, 238, 314
Superlatives, 222, 238
forming, 240
types, 224225
vs. adjectives, 222223
arports, 116-119
indde, 117-118
planes, 116
Security, 118
sgns, 118-119
acoholic beverages, 193-194
beer, 194
buying, 193
trinken (to drink), 194
wine, 193
am (on, days of the week), 157
amenities
agpartments, 284-285
hotels, 140

answering questions



afirmative, 88, 122
dates, 161
doctors, 249
emoationd/physica condition, 93
negative phrases, 88, 263-264
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), negative form, 263264
shopping, 197
suggestions, 169-170
time, 136
apartments, 284-287
accessories, 286—287
amenities, 284285
furniture, 286287
renting, useful phrases, 285-286
at, 9
articles
definite articles (the), 5760, 313
cases, 70, 72
countries, 60
days, 59, 157
gender, 57-58, 60
months, 59, 157
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nouns, plurd, 63-67
object pronouns, 181
plants, 60

seasons, 157



towns, 60
years, 157
indefinite (g, an), 59, 314
cases, 74
object pronouns, 181
professions, 97
asking questions, 86, 263
dates, 160
dining out, 202
asking for checks, 210
directions, 121-122, 133
icebreakers, 98
informationd, 9798, 232-233, 257
intonation, 86
inverson, 87
nicht wahr (isn't that true?), 87, 263
origins, asking about, 93
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 263
reflexive verbs, 271
post offices, 274-275
professions, 95-96
time, 136
weather, 155
welcher (which, what), 130
aus (made out of), 178
automobiles, 128—-133
parts, 131-133
body (outside), 131-132



ingde, 132133

renting, 131

B

b, pronunciation, 26
written German, 31
banks, 292—-296
currency values, 296
Deutsche Verkehrs-Kredit Bank, 294
hours, 294
transactions, 294-296
exchanging money, 294
helpful phrases, 294296
vocabulary, 292-293
bathrooms, 141
beauty saons, 230-232
hair care, 230-231
hairdresser, 230
hairstyles, 231
preferences, 231-232
requests, 230
products, 232
beer, 194
bilingua dictionary abbreviations, 11-12
boarding houses, 140
body parts

illnesses, expressng symptoms, 245246



vocabulary, 244
see also medicd terms
books, 277
boredom, expressing, 170
brauchen (to need), conjugating, 202
buses, 128
buying
houses, useful phrases, 285-286

see also renting; shopping

C

C, pronunciation, 28

cals, phones, 266271
housekeeping (hotels), 142
information, 267
internationd, 267
post offices, 269
problems, reporting, 269271
Teefonkarten (calling card), 267
types, 266
useful phrases, 268

camera shops, 237

capitaization
nouns, 17
pronouns, 80
se (you, plurd), 75

cardind numbers, 313



see also numbers
cars, 128, 131-133
parts
body (outside), 131-132
indde, 132-133
renting, 131
cases, 6974, 313
articles
definite, 70, 72
indefinite, 74
nouns, 72—74
femining, 73
masculing, 72—73
neuter, 73
plurd, 73-74
pronouns, demongtrative, 184
Cesus, converting Fahrenheit to, 154
ch, pronunciations, 28-29
cheeses, 207
chs, pronunciation, 29
clothes
tragen (to wear), conjugeting, 176
vocabulary, 175-176
cognates, 3544, 313
fdse, 43-44
near, 3840
perfect, 37-38
colors, 177-178



commands, 123
reflexive verbs, 252
verbs, conjugating, 80
Commerzbank (bank), 294
comparatives, 313
adjectives, 238-240
irregular, 240
adverbs, 222, 238-240

forming, 240

compounds, 13
nouns, 62
plurd, 66
numbers, 135

see also verbs, prefixes

condiments/herbs/spices (vocabulary), 205

conjugating, 313
brauchen (to need), 202

durfen (to be alowed to), 166, 169

falen (to fal), 85
gehen (to go), 119

haben (to have), 107-108
kaufen (to buy), future tense, 288

kennen (to know), 279

kommen (to come, origins), 93

K onnen (to be able to), 166 169

leben (to live), 82
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lesen (to read), 277
mieten (to rent), subjunctive tense, 289
mixed verbs, 146
maogen (to like something), 165-166, 168, 177, 216
missen (to haveto), 167-168
nehmen (to take, travel), 128
reden (to talk), 82
schreiben (to write), 276277
sehen (to see), 85
sein (to be), 95
sch fuhlen (to fed, reflexive verb), 250
sollen (to ought to), 165, 168
strong verbs, 86
tragen (to wear), 176
trinken (to drink), 194
weak verbs, 82
wissen (to know), 278
wollen (to want to), 167-168
consonants, 313
fricatives, 27
pronunciation, 26—-34
b, 26
c,28
ch, 28-29
chs, 29
d, 27
f, 26
9,27



h, 26, 29

ig, 27

j, 29

k, 26

kn, 29

1,26

m, 26

n, 26

p, 26

pf, 30

ph, 30

ps, 30

a, 30

r, 30

s 31

sch, 31

sp, 31

ss, 31

&, 31

t, 26

th, 29

tsch, 31

v, 32

w, 32

X, 26

z,27
pronunciation table, 33-34

contractions, 313



am (on, days of the week), 157
gehen (to go), 120-121
im (in, certain month), 158
location, indicating, 120121
cooking methods, 204
countries
definite articles, 60
origins, asking, 93
credit cards, 296
currency, 292—-296
banks, 294
hours, 294
transactions, useful phrases, 294-296
vocabulary, 292-293
coin vaue, 296
exchanging, 294-296

D
d, pronunciation, 27
dairy products (vocabulary) 192, 208
das (the), cases, 72
das Gasthaus (boarding house), 140
das Hotel (hotdl), 140
dates, 160-161
questions
asking, 160

answering, 161



syntax, 161
dative case, 71-73
adjectives, possessive, 71
nouns, 179-180
masculing, 72
neuter, 73
plurd, 73
pronouns, 179-180
demongtrative, 184
object, 179-182
reflexive, 250
days, 157
definite articles, 59, 157
declension, 71, 313
adjectives, 104-105, 109-112
mixed, 112
possessive, 104-105
srong, 111
vs. non-declining, 109-110
weak, 110
mixed
adjectives, 112
ordind numbers, 145-146

pronouns, demondirative
dieser (this), 184
jener (that), 184
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strong
adjectives, 111
ordind numbers, 145
weak
adjectives, 110
ordind numbers, 144-145
definite articles (the), 5760, 313
cases, 70, 72
countries, 60
days, 59, 157
gender, 57-58, 60
months, 59, 157
nouns, plurd, 63-67
plants, 60
object pronouns, 181
seasons, 157
towns, 60
years, 157
demondtrative pronouns, 185, 313
cases, 184
declension, 184
der (the), see aticles
desserts (vocabulary), 208
Deutsche Bundespost (postal service), 274
Deutsche Verkehrs-Kredit Bank 294
dictionaries
bilingua, abbreviations, 11-12

Langenscheidt Sandard dictionary, 6



verbs, looking up, 41
die Penson (boarding house), 140
dieser (this), declension, 184
dietary requirements (vocabulary), 206
dining out
asking questions, 202
asking for checks, 210
complaints, 206-207
dietary requirements, 206
dogy bags, 209
food preparation preferences, expressing, 204—205
herbs/spices/condiments, 205
opinions, expressing, 210211
ordering, 203-204
cheeses, 207
desserts, 208
ice cream, 208
meats, 203—204
soups, 203
gplitting dishes, 209
reservations, 200
table settings, 201202
tipping, 211
diphthongs, 18, 314
a, 23
au, 23-24
au, 24
e,23



eu24
pronouncing, 33
directions, 121-122, 133
asking, 121-122
gving, 122
idioms, 49-50
didike/disgugt, expressing, 170
doctors
guestions, 245
answering, 249
see also medicd terms
Dresdner Bank, 294
drinks, 193-194, 208-209
dcohalic, 193
beer, 194
wine, 193
buying, 193
nonacoholic, 193, 208—209
trinken (to drink), 194
drugstores
items, 256257
see also pharmacies
dry cleaners
giving indructions, 233-234
problems, explaining, 233
du (you, sngular), 75, 94
durfen (to be dlowed to), conjugeting, 166
durfen + infinitive (making suggestions), 169



E

€, pronunciation, 19
emal, 271
see also mall
edting establishments
asking questions, 202
asking for checks, 210
complaints, 206-207
dogy bags, 209
food preparation preferences, expressing, 204—205
herbs/spices/condiments
(vocabulary), 205
opinions, expressing, 210-211
ordering, 203-204, 207-208
cheeses, 207
desserts, 208
ice cream, 208
meats, 203—204
soups, 203
gplitting dishes, 209
reservations, 200
specid diets, 206
table settings, 201202
tipping, 211
emotionda conditions

answering questions, 93



idioms, 52
entertainment, 214-215, 218-221
musca ingruments, 221
sports, 214-215
suggestions, making, 218-219
televison programs, 219-220
equipment, medicd, 257
exchanging money, 294
expressons, idioms, 46, 314
common, 4647

direction, 49

emotiona conditions, 52
haben (to have), 108
illnesses, 248
incomprehension, 124-125
intention, 108

location, 49

opinions, expressing, 51
opportunity, 108
physicd condition, 52
sayings, 55

dang, 47

time, 48, 137-138, 162
trangportation, 47
travel, 4748

weather, 54, 154
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F.
f, pronunciation, 26
fabric, 178-179
aus (made out of), 179
Fahrenheit, converting to Celdus, 154
fase cognates, 4344
family, 102
faxes, 271
fedings, expressng, see opinions, expressng; idioms
feminine nouns
cases, 73, 179-180
definite articles, 60
fedtivals, Tolle Tage, 158
food
shopping, 187-196
beverages, 193
dairy products, 192
fruit, 189-190
gocery store items, 189
meat, 190-191
pastries, 192-193
seafood, 191-192
welghts'measurements, 195-196
ordering (dining out)
cheeses, 207

desserts, 208



ice cream, 208
meats, 203—204
soups, 203
gplitting dishes, 209
foreign languages, learning Strategies, 67
formd syle
commands, 123
introductions, 106—-107
questions, asking
icebreakers, 98
professions, 95
sdutations/greetings, 92
se/du (you), 75, 94
fruits, 189-190, 208
fur (for) vs. sait (snce), proper usage, 138
future tense, 288289, 314
forming, 288
kaufen (to buy), conjugating, 288

G
g, pronunciation, 27
gehen (to go), 119-121
conjugating, 119
contractions, 120-121
gehen (to go) + zu + definite article (dative case), 188
gender, nouns, 57-61
gender—elated, 61



genitive case, 7172, 103-105, 314
adjectives, possessive, 314
dative case, 71
declenson, 104-105
expressing preferences, 105
nouns, 72—73
pronouns, demonstrative, 184
showing, 103-104
German culture
bank hours, 294
bathrooms, 141
credit cards, 296
firg floor of buildings, 144
gresting/sdutations, 93-94
“How areyou?” 92
influences on English language, 9
money, coin vaue, 296
pharmacies, 248
phone calls
making from pogt offices, 269
internationd, 267
post offices
phone calls, making from pogt offices, 269
money exchanges, 294
postdl rates, 274
pronunciation of “r,” 30
dang expressions, 47

tipping, 211



gibt es (isthere, are there), asking for directions, 122
greetings/sd utations, 92-94

adjectives, 111

formd, 92

German culture, 93-94

informal, 92-93

grocery storeitems, see shopping, food

H
h, pronunciation, 26, 29
haben (to have)
conjugating, 107-108
idioms, 108
illnesses, expressing, 247
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 261
hair care, 230-232
hairdresser, 230
hairstyles, 231
products, 232
help, 232
camera shops, 237
dry cleaners, 233-234
informationd questions, 97-98, 232-233, 257
jewelers, 236

laundromeats, 234

optometrists, 236
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phone cals
information, 267

problems, reporting, 269271
police gations, 237-241
shoemakers, 235
herbs/spices/condiments (vocabulary), 205
hotels
amenities, 140
boarding houses, 140
das Hotdl, 140
floor numbers, 143-144
first floor, 144
housekeeping, cdling, 142
phone calls, 267
useful phrases, 141
houses, 284287
accessories, 286—287
amenities, 284285
furniture, 286287
renting, useful phrases, 285-286
“How areyou?” in German

culture, 92

|
i, pronunciation, 20
ice cream, 208

icebreakers, asking questions, 98



Ich + conjugated verb + gern (enjoy a sport), 214-215
idioms, 46, 314
common, 4647
direction, 49-50
emotiona conditions, 52-53
haben (to have), 108
illnesses, 248
location, 49-50
opinions, 51
physicd condition, 52-53
sayings, 55-56
dang expressons, 47
time, 4849, 137, 162
transportation, 47-48
travel, 4748
weather, 54, 154
ig, pronunciation, 27
ihr (his’her/your/their), 105
illnesses, 244248
body parts, 244
common, 247-248
length, 249
symptoms, 245247
expressing, 245, 247
im (in, certain month), 158
immersion techniques, 56
imperetives, 123
reflexive verbs, 252



verbs, conjugating, 80
in (to), 120
incomprehension, expressing, 124-125
indefinite articles (g an), 59, 314
cases, 74
object pronouns, 181
professons, 97
indirect objects, 314
pronouns, 246
infinitives, see verbs
informd tyle
commands, 123
du (you), 75
appropriate use, 94
greeting/salutations, 92-93
introductions, 106—-107
questions, asking
icebreakers, 98
professions, 95
informationa questions
asking, 97-98, 232-233, 257
see also questions, asking
inseparable prefixes, vs. separable prefixes, 148
ingruments, musicd, 221
intention, expressing, 108
Internet, 271
interpreters, asking for, 238

interrogative pronouns, welcher (which), 185



intonation, questions, 86
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 263
intrandtive verbs, 12, 262
introductions
formd/informd syle, 106107
see also gregtingg/sdutations
inverson (asking questions), 87, 314
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 263
invitations
accepting, 217
extending, 216-217
indecison/indifference, 218
refusang, 217
irregular verbs
durfen (to be alowed to), 166, 169
haben (to have), 107-108
kommen (to come), 93, 107
konnen (to be able to), 166, 169
maogen (to like something), 165-166, 168, 177, 216
missen (to haveto), 167-168
sain (to be), 107
sollen (to ought to), 165, 168
tun (to do), 245
wollen (to want to), 167-168

see also verbs

J-K-L



J, pronunciation, 29
jener (that), declension, 184
jewelers, 236
K, pronunciation, 26
kaufen (to buy), conjugating future tense, 288
kennen (to know)
conjugeting, 279
vs. konnen (to know)/wissen (to know), 279

kn, pronunciation, 29

Kneipe (pub), 194
kommen (to come), conjugating, 93, 107
konnen (to be able to), conjugating, 166
konnen + infinitive (can), 169
konnen (to know)
conjugating, 230
subjective tense (could), 230
vs. kennen (to know)/wissen (to know), 279
I, pronunciation, 26
Langenscheidt Sandard dictionary, 6
language learning drategies, 67
laundromats, 234
leben (to live), conjugeting, 82
lesen (to read), conjugating, 277
lieblings (favorite), 105
location, indicating

contractions, 120-121
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idioms, 49-51

prepositions, 120-121

M

m, pronunciation, 26
magazines, 277
mall
post offices
asking questions, 274275
Deutsche Bundespost (postal service), 274
helpful phrases, 275
telegrams, 276277
vocabulary, 274
types, 275
masculine nouns
cases, 72-73
definite articles, 60
nominative case, 73
materid (fabric), 178-179
aus (made out of), 179
measurements'weights, food shopping, 195-196
meats
dining out, 203—204
shopping, 190-191
medicd terms, 10, 244249
answering/asking questions, 245, 249
body parts, 244



equipment, 257
illnesses, 245249
common, 247—248
length, 249
symptoms, 245247
mieten (to rent), conjugating, 289
mixed declenson
adjectives
plurd nouns, 112
singular nouns, 112
ordind numbers, 145-146
mixed verbs, 81, 146
past participles, 260-261
modd axillary verbs, 164, 314
common, 165
konnen (to know), vs. kennen (to know)/wissen (to know), 279
machen (would like), conjugeting, 177
werden (to become), conjugating, 288—289
maogen (to like something), 177
conjugating, 165-166
mdgen + infinitive (making suggestions), 168
subjunctive, 216
money, 292—-296
banks, 294
hours, 294
transactions, useful phrases, 294—296
vocabulary, 292—293

coin vaue, 296



exchanging, 294296
months, 158

dates, 160-161

definite articles, 59, 157

im (in, certain month), 158
musicd ingruments, 221

opinions, expressing, 221222

miissen (to have to), conjugating, 167—-168

N
N, pronunciation, 26
nach (to the), directions, 133
near cognates, 3840
table, 3940
negative phrases, answering questions, 88
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 262—263, 271
nehmen (to take, travel), conjugeting, 128
neuter nouns
cases, /3
definite articles, 61
newspapers, 277
Zeitung, 284
nicht (no), answering questions, 88
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 263264, 271
nicht wahr (isn't that true?), 87
nominative case, 70

nouns, 73



pronouns, 184
nonal coholic beverages, 208—209
trinken (to drink), 194
non—declining adjectives, 109-110
noun markers, see articles nouns
capitaization, 17
cases, 72—74, 179-180
accusative, 179-180
dative, 179-180
cognates, 3/-44
fdse, 43-44
near, 3840

perfect, 37-38
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compound, 62

plurd, 66
declenson, 71
dictionary abbreviation, 11
endings, 74
feminine

cases, 73, 179-180

definite articles, 60
gender-related, definite articles, 61
masculine

cases, 72—73, 179-180

definite articles, 60

neuter



cases, /3, 179-180
definite articles, 61
object pronouns, 180
plurd, 62
adjectives, 110-112
cases, 73-74, 179-180
definite articles, 63-67
welcher (which, that), 130
sngular
adjectives, 110-112
definite articles, 37, 59-61
whelcher (which, that), 129
numbers, 133-135
adjectives, 111
cardind, 313
ordind, 314
hotd floors, 143-144
mixed declension, 145-146
strong declension, 145
tips, 144
weak declension, 144-145
telephone numbers, 135
time
am./p.m., 137
asking, 136
Esigt (Itis), 136
expressions, 137-138
tips, 137



um (around), 138

tips, 135

O

0, pronunciation, 20

object pronouns, 160-162, 180-182
cases

accusative, 181-182
dative, 181-182

definitelindefinite articles, 181
plurd, 181
postioning, 181-182
sangular, 180

opinions, expressing, 170-171
dining out, 210-211
entertainment, 221-222
idioms, 51
shopping, 184
Superlatives, 171
see also uggesions

optometrists, 236

ordina numbers, 143-146, 314
mixed declension, 145-146
strong declenson, 145
tips, 144
weak declension, 144-145

origins, asking, 93



P

p, pronunciation, 26
parts of speech, 11-13
dictionary abbreviations, 11-12
past participles
placement of “no,” 262
verbs
mixed, 260261
strong, 259
weak, 260
pastries, 208
buying, 192-193
perfect cognates, 3638
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 260
haben, 261
mixed verbs, 260261
nicht (no), 262
answering/asking questions, 263-264, 271
s@in, 261
strong verbs, 259
weak verbs, 260
pf, pronunciation, 30
ph, pronunciation, 30
pharmacies
hours, 248
medica equipment, 257



phones
cdls, 266271
from post offices, 269
hel pful phrases, 268
information, 267
internationd, 267
problems, reporting, 269271
Teefonkarten (calling card), 267
types, 266
numbers, 135
partsrelated items, 266267
physica conditions
answering questions, 93
body parts, 244
idioms, 52-53
illnesses, 245248
common, 247248
length of, 249
symptoms, 245247
planes
airports
indde, 117-118
Security, 118
ingde, 116
plants, definite articles, 60
plurd nouns, 62—67
adjectives, declension
mixed, 112



srong, 111

weak, 110
cases, /374
compound, 66
definite articles, 6367
family, 102

suffixes, 63-67
-e endings, 65
-en endings, 64
-er endings, 65
-n endings, 63
-sendings, 67
vowel changes, 64
welcher (which, that), 130
plura object pronouns, 181
police gtations, 237-241
possession, showing, 103-104
see also genitive case
possessive adjectives, 314
dative case, 71
declenson, 104-105
expressing preferences, 105
post offices
asking questions, 274275
common terms, 274

Deutsche Bundespost (postal service), 274
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helpful phrases, 275
mail, types, 275
postd rates, 274
services
money exchanges, 294
phone cdls, making, 269
telegrams, 276277
prefixes, 122, 314-315
colors, 177
verbs, 147
inseparable, 147-148
inseparable vs. separable, 148
separable, 122-123, 147
prepositions, 12, 314
aus (made out of), 178
in (to), 120
location, 120-121
um (around), time, 138
vocabulary, 124
zu (to), 120
gehen (to go) + zu + definite article, 188
present tense, 315
asking about, 95-96
indefinite articles, 97
strong verbs, vowd changes, 84
vocabulary, 96
pronouns

cases



accusative, 179-180
dative, 179-180
declenson, welcher (which, what), 129
demongtrative, 185, 313
declension, 184
indirect object pronouns, 246
interrogetive, welcher (which), 185
object
indirect object pronouns, 246
neuter nouns, 180
plurd, 181
postioning, 181-182
sangular, 180
reflexive, 315
accusative/dative, 250
sch, 249
subject, 75
capitaization, 80
welcher (which, what), 129
pronunciation, 15
consonants, 26—34
b, 26
c,28
ch, 28-29
chs, 29
d, 27
f, 26
9,27



h, 26, 29

ig, 27

j, 29

k, 26

kn, 29

1,26

m, 26

n, 26

p, 26

pf, 30

ph, 30

ps, 30

a, 30

r, 30

s 31

sch, 31

sp, 31

ss, 31

&, 31

t, 26

th, 29

tsch, 31

v, 32

w, 32

X, 26

z,27
pronunciation table, 33-34

southern Germany, 30



umlaut, 17
vowds, 16, 18-21
a, 1819
e 19
i, 20
0,20
pairs, 23-24
u, 2021
umlaut, 21-23

pubs, 194

Q-R
g, pronunciation, 30
questions
ansvering
afirmative, 88, 122
doctors, 249
negative phrases, 88, 263264
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), negative answers, 263-264
shopping, 197
suggestions, 169-170
time, 136
asking, 86
common questions, 130
dates, 160
dining out, 202, 210
directions, 121-122, 133



icebreakers, 98
informationd, 97-98, 232233, 257

intonation, 86
inverson, 87, 314
nicht wahr (isn't that true?), 87, 263
origins, asking about, 93
perfekt tense (present perfect tense), 263
reflexive verbs, 271
post offices, 274-275
professions, 95-96
shopping, 183
time, 136
weather, 155
r, pronuncigtion, 30
reading materia (vocabulary), 277-278
reden (to talk), conjugeting, 82
reflexive pronouns, 315
accusative/dative, 250
reflexive verbs, 12, 250252
commands, 252
questions, asking, 271
schfihlen (to fed), 250
relatives (family), 102
renting
gpartments/houses, 284286

accessories, 286—287
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amenities, 284—-285

furniture, 286—287

useful phrases, 285-286
cars, 131

responding to suggestions
boredom, 170
conditiondly, 169
didike/disgus, 170
see also answering questions
restaurants

asking questions, 202

asking for checks, 210
complaints, 206-207
doggy bags, 209
food preparation preferences, expressing, 204—205
herbs/spices/condiments (vocabulary), 205
opinions, expressing, 210-211
ordering, 203-208

cheeses, 207

desserts, 208

ice cream, 208

meats, 203204

soups, 203

splitting dishes, 209
reservations, 200
specid diets, 206
table settings, 201-202

tipping, 211



restrooms, 141

S.
S, pronunciation, 31
sdutations/greetings
adjectives, 111
formd, 92
German culture, 93-94
informal, 92-93
sayings, idioms, 55-56
sch, pronunciation, 31
schreiben (to write), conjugating, 276277
scientific phrases, 10
seafood (vocabulary), 91-92
seasons, 159
definite articles, 157
sehen (to see), conjugating, 85
sein (to be), conjugating, 95, 107
present perfect tense, 261
st (dnce), vs. fur (for), 138
sentence structure, see word order
separable prefixes, 147-148, 315
vs. inseparable prefixes, 148
shoemakers (vocabulary), 235
shopping
clothes, 175-176

tragen (to wear), 176



comparisons, making, 238-239
fabrics, 178
aus (made of), 179
food, 187-196
beverages, 193
dairy products, 192
fruit, 189-190
gocery store items, 189
mest, 190-191
pastries, 192-193
seafood, 191-192
welghts/measurements, 195-196
opinions, expressing, 184
questions
answering, 197
asking, 183
sch (reflexive pronouns), 249
sch fuhlen (to fed, reflexive verb), conjugeting, 250
ge (informd you, plurd), 75
sdghtseaing (vocabulary), 164
sgns, arports, 118-119
gngular nouns, 59-61
adjectives, declenson, 110-112
definite articles, 37
singular object pronouns, 180
dang expressons, 47
sollen (to ought to), conjugeting, 165
ollen + infinitive (making suggestions), 168



soups, 203
southern Germany, pronunciation of “r,” 30
p, pronunciation, 31
spices/herbs/condiments (vocabulary), 205
sports, 214
enjoyment, expressing, 214-215
playing areas (vocabulary), 215
SS, pronunciation, 31
&, pronunciation, 31
gark (strong), comparative/superlative forms, 239
sem vowds, 315

verbs, 81
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stores, 174-175, 189-193
bakery, 192-193
butcher, 190-191
dothing, 175-176
dairy, 192
drugstores, 256257
fruit, 189-190
grocery, 189
pharmacies, 246, 257
seafood, 191-192
stressed syllables, 16
strong declensior
adjectives, 111

ordind numbers, 145



strong verbs, 81, 315
common, 86
conjugating, 85
lesen (to read), 277
past participles, 259
schreiben (to write), 276-277
sein (to be), 95
vowe changes, 84
subjects
subject pronouns, 75
capitdization, 80
see also nomindive case
subjunctive tense, 216, 289
auffixes, plurd nouns, 63-67
-eendings, 65
-en endings, 64
-er endings, 63
-n endings, 65
-sendings, 67
uggestions
entertainment, 218-219
forming, 167168
durfen + infinitive (to be dlowed to), 169
koénnen + infinitive (can), 169
madgen + infinitive (to like to), 168
miissen + infinitive (must), 168
sollen + infinitive (should), 168

wollen + infinitive (to want to), 168



responding, 169-170
boredom, 170
didike/disgust, 170
conditiondly, 169

see also answering questions

Superlatives, 171, 315

adjectives, 239-240

adverbs, 222, 239-240

dining out, 210-211

gyllables, sressing, 16

T
t, pronunciation, 26
table settings, 201202
Teefonkarten (calling card), 267
telegrams, sending, 276277
telephones
cdls, 266269
from post offices, 269
helpful phrases, 268
information, 267
internationd, 267
problems, reporting, 269271
Teefonkarten (calling card), 267
types, 266
numbers, 135
partsrelated items, 266267



televison programs, 220222
opinions, expressing, 221222
temperature, 154-156
asking/responding, 155
averagein Germany, 156
converting to Celsuis, 154
tenses
future, 288, 314
forming, 288
perfekt (present perfect tense), 259264, 271
haben, 261
mixed verbs, 260261
nicht (no), 262264, 271
sin, 261
strong verbs, 259
weak verbs, 260
present, 315
asking about, 95-96
indefinite articles, 97
strong verbs, vowe changes, 84
vocabulary, 96
subjunctive, 289
see also verbs
th, pronunciation, 29
time
am./p.m., 137
asking, 136
Esigt (Itis), 136



examples, 136
expressions, 137-138, 162
idioms, 4849
periods of time, 159
tips, 137
um (around), 138
tipping at restaurants, 211
Tolle Tagefedtiva, 158
towns
definite articles, 60

origin, asking, 93

tragen (to wear), conjugating, 176

trangtive verbs, 12, 262
trandating compound words, 13

travel/trangportation

American embassy, asking location of, 238

directions, 133
help, asking for, 237—238
idioms, 47-48
means of, 128

passport, 238
traveler's checks, 294

trinken (to drink), conjugating, 194

tsch, pronunciation, 31

tun (to do), conjugating, 245
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U-vV

u, pronunciation, 2021

um (around), time, 138

umlaut, 17, 315

vowel pronuncigtion, 21-23

a 21
0,22
u, 22-23

V, pronunciation, 32

verbs, 258, 315

conjugating, 202, 313

brauchen (to need), 202
durfen (to be allowed to), 166, 169
fdlen (tofdl), 85
gehen (to go), 119
haben (to have), 107-108
kaufen (to buy), future tense, 288
kennen (to know), 279
kommen (to come, origins), 93, 107
konnen (to be able to), 166, 169, 230, 279
konnen (to know), 279
leben (tolive), 82
lesen (to read), 277
mieten (to rent), subjunctive tense, 289
mixed verbs, 146
maogen (to like something), 165-166, 168, 177, 216



mussen (to have to), 167168
nehmen (to take, travel), 128
reden (to talk), 82
schreiben (to write), 276-277
sehen (to see), 85
sain (to be), 95
gch fuhlen (to fed, reflexive verb), 250
sollen (to ought to), 165, 168
strong verbs, common verbs, 86
tragen (to wear), 176
trinken (to drink), 194
tun (to do), 245
weak verbs, 82
werden (to become), 288—289
wissen (to know), 278
wollen (to want to), 167-168
cognates, 41-44
fdse, 43-44
near, 41-42
table, 41-42
directions, giving, 122
future tense, forming, 288
imperative form, 80
infinitives
endings, 83
near cognates, 4142
intrangtive, defined, 12, 262, 314

irregular



durfen (to be alowed to), 166, 169
haben (to have), 107-108
kommen (to come), 107
konnen (to be able to), 166, 169, 230, 270
maogen (to like something), 165-166, 168, 177, 216
missen (to haveto), 167-168
sein (to be), 107
sollen (to ought to), 165, 168
tun (to do), 245
wollen (to want to), 167-168
looking up in dictionaries, 41
mixed, 81, 146
past participles, 260-261
modd axillary, 164, 314
common, 165
durfen (to be alowed to), 166, 169
konnen (to be able to), 166, 169, 230, 270
konnen (to know), 279
maogen (to like something), 165-166, 168, 177, 216
missen (to haveto), 167-168
sollen (to ought to), 165, 168
werden (to become), 288—289
wollen (to want to), 167-168
prefixes, 147-148, 313
insgparable, 147-148
separable, 122-123, 147
reflexive, 12, 251, 315

commands, 252



present perfect tense, 271
schfihlen (to fed), 250
srong, 81, 315
common, 86
conjugating, 85
lesen (to read), 277
past participles, 259
schreiben (to write), 276277
vowe changes, 84
tragen (to wear), 176
trangtive, defined, 12, 315
trinken (to drink), 194
weak, 81
common, 83-84
conjugetion, 82
endings, 8283
past participles, 260
see also adverbs
Volkshank (bank), 294
vowels
pairs, 23-24
a, 23
au, 23-24
au, 24
e,23
eu24

plurd nouns, 64
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pronunciation, 16, 18-21

a,18-19,21

e 19

i, 20

0, 20, 22

table, 32-33

u, 20-23

verb sems, 81
changing, 84

W-X-Y-Z
w, pronunciation, 32
wesk declension
adjectives, 110
ordind numbers, 144-145
weak verbs, 81
common, 83-84
conjugating, 82
endings, 82-83
past participles, 260
westher
idioms, 54, 154
temperature
average in Germany, 156
converting to Celsuis, 154
terms, 155-157
weh tun (to hurt), 245-246



sentence structure, 246
welghts'measurements, food shopping, 195-196
welche (which, what), 129
welcher (which, that/whét)

common questions, 130

interrogative pronouns, 185

plurd nouns, 130
werden (to become)

future tense, forming, 288

subjunctive tense, forming, 289
wine, 193
wissen (to know)

conjugating, 278

vs. kénnen (to know)/kennen (to know), 279
wollen (to want to)

accepting invitations, 217

conjugating, 167

wollen + infinitive (making suggestions), 168
word order

adverbs, 224-225

dates, syntax, 161

questions, asking, 87, 263, 314
X, pronunciation, 26
years, 157-161

dates, 160-161

definite articles, 157

months

im (in, certain month), 158



vocabulary, 158
you, 75
informal, appropriate use, 94
Z, pronunciation, 27
Zeitung (German newspaper), 284

zu (to), gehen (to go) + zu + definite article (dative case), 188
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